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JAMAICA.
No. 1— 1927.
1 assent,
IL.S.]
R. E. Stubbs, 
Governor.
17th March, 1927.
A  LAW to enable Law Agents to act for remuneration in 
conveyancing and other matters.
[Ylth March, 1927.]
n E  it enacted by the Governor and Legislative Council 
^  of Jamaica as follows:—
1—  This Law may be cited as the Law Agents short Title, 
remuneration Law, 1927.
2—  N otwithstanding anything contained in Law 40 of Law Agents en- 
1889 and particularly in section 71 thereof, which Law iteration.
has been extended to the Cayman Islands, by Law 37 of 
1893, it shall be lawful for any Law Agent admitted by 
the Grand Court under Law 37 of 1893, The Cayman 
Islands Government Law for reward to act in the Cayman 
Islands in the preparation or completion of, or in the 
advising on, any Contract, Conveyance, Lease, Mortgage,
Will or other Instrument.
3— It shall be lawful for the Grand Court from time to Rules to be 
time to make rules in relation to the remuneration of any court.by Grand 
Law Agent acting under the provisions of this Law.

JAMAICA.
No. 2—1927.
I assent,
[L.S.]
R. E. Stubbs,
Governor.
17th March, 1927.
A LAW to make further Provision for Expenses incurred in the 
Extension of the Chapelton to Frankfield Railway.
[17^ March, 1927.]
"1^7 HE REAS by Law 18 of 1922, the Jamaica Govern- Preamble.
"  ™ ment Railway and Miscellaneous Works Loan Law,
1922, the Governor was authorised to raise a loan of six 
hundred and twenty-seven thousand five hundred and 
sixty-five pounds for the works set out in schedules I,
II, and III of the said Law and such further sum as might 
be necessary to defray the expenses of issue:
And whereas by the said Law two hundred and 
seventy thousand and thirty-two pounds was apportioned 
to works in schedule I, one hundred and twenty-three 
thousand nine hundred and sixty-eight pounds to works 
in schedule II, and one hundred and seventy-nine thousand 
pounds to works in schedule III, thereof*
And whereas the sum raised under the provisions of 
Law 18 of 1922 above-mentioned has fallen short of the 
amount authorised to be raised, by the sum of four hundred 
and fifteen pounds five shillings:
[No. 2.] The Extension of the Chapelt on to Frankfield Railway
(further expenses) Loan Law, 1927.-
And whereas out of the sum of one hundred and 
seventy-nine thousand pounds apportioned to works in 
schedule III in the said Law, the sum of one hundred and 
seventy-two thousand pounds was apportioned for the 
extension of the Railway from Chapelton to Frankfield:
And whereas the sum of one hundred and seventy-two 
thousand pounds was after the passing of the said Law 
found to be insufficient to complete the extension of the 
said Railway:
And whereas the Legislative Council of Jamaica on 
the nineteenth day of November, one thousand nine 
hundred and twenty-four, authorised the advance from 
General Revenue of a sum not exceeding twenty thousand 
pounds for additional expenditure in excess of the amount 
of one hundred and seventy-two thousand pounds provided 
under schedule III of Law 18 of 1922 for the extension of 
the Railway from Chapelton to Frankfield, pending a 
decision as to whether such additional expenditure (less 
eleven thousand six hundred pounds saved under schedules 
I and II of the Law) should be defrayed by a new loan or 
be charged finally to General Revenue:
And whereas the cost for the completion of the exten­
sion of the said Railway has exceeded the sum of one 
hundred and seventy-two thousand pounds by the sum of 
twenty-three thousand five hundred pounds:
And whereas it has been found that the amount 
actually remaining unspent at this date out of the above 
sums apportioned for the works mentioned in schedules I 
and II of the said Law is eleven thousand and seventy-six 
pounds four shillings and five pence.
3And whereas it is deemed advisable and expedient to 
utilise the said sum of eleven thousand and seventy-six 
pounds four shillings and five pence in order partly to 
provide for the extra cost of twenty-three thousand five 
hundred pounds for completing the Chapelton to Frankfield 
Railway:
And whereas it is necessary to raise a loan of twelve 
thousand eight hundred and forty pounds to provide for 
the balance of the said sum of twenty-three thousand five 
hundred pounds after the said sum of eleven thousand 
and seventy-six pounds four shillings and five pence has been 
apportioned thereto and for the sum of four hundred and 
fifteen pounds five shillings:
Be it enacted by the Governor and Legislative Council 
o f Jamaica as follows:—
1— Notwithstanding anything contained in Law 18 of 
1922, the Jamaica Government Railway and Miscellaneous 
Works Loan Law, it shall be lawful for the Governor to 
utilise and apply the sum of eleven thousand and seventy- 
six pounds four shillings and five pence, being the unused 
sum of the moneys apportioned under section 2 (2) of Law 
18 of 1922, the Jamaica Government and Miscellaneous 
Works Loan Law, for the works specified in schedules I, 
and II, of the said Law, for and towards the cost of twenty- 
three thousand five hundred pounds incurred over and 
above the sum of one hundred and seventy-two thousand 
pounds apportioned under the said Law for the extension 
o f  the Chapelton to Frankfield Railway.
2—  (1) The Governor is hereby authorised to issue stock 
or debentures or both, under the provisions of the Local 
Inscribed Stock Law, 1891, (Law 17 of 1891) to an amount 
sufficient to produce as nearly as may be the sum of twelve 
thousand eight hundred and forty pounds and such further 
sum as may be necessary to defray the expenses of issue.
JNo. 2 1 The Extension of the Chapelton to Frankfield Railway
(further expenses) Loan Law, 1927.
(2) The said sum of twelve thousand eight hundred and 
forty pounds shall be utilised in helping to meet and pay 
for the extra cost incurred in completing the extension of
P wer to utilise 
unused allow­
ances from Law 
18 of 1922.
Authority to 
issue Stock or 
Debentures 
under Law 17 of 
1891.
4Loan to be raised 
under Law 17 of 
1891.
the Chapelton to Frankfield Railway, and in making up 
the amount by which the original loan fell short.
3—  The said loan shall be raised and the payment of all 
principal moneys and interest secured under the provisions 
of the Local Inscribed Stock Law, 1891 (Law 17 of 1891). 
Contribution to the sinking fund as contemplated by the 
provisions of sections 17 and 18 of the Local Inscribed 
Stock Law 1891 shall commence one year after the date 
from which the interest on debentures or stock to be issued 
under this Law shall begin to run.
4— This Law may be cited as the Extension of the Chapel­
ton to Frankfield Railway (further expenses) Loan Law, 
1927.
[No. 2.] The Extension of the Chapelton to Frankheid Railway
(further expenses) Loan Law, 1927.
Short Title.
JAMAICA.
No. 3— 1927.
I assent,
JL.S.]
R. E. Stubbs, 
Governor.
17th March, 1927.
A LAW to prohibit the photographing of prisoners.
[YUh March, 1927.]
D E  it enacted by the Governor and Legislative Council 
of Jamaica as follows:—
1— This Law may be cited as the Photographing (pro- short Title, 
hibition of) Prisoners Law, 1927.
2— No person shall—
(a) take or attempt to take in any court any photo- offences, 
graph, or with a view to publication make or 
attempt to make in any court any portrait or 
sketch of any prisoner, or
(b) publish any photograph, portrait or sketch taken 
or made in contravention of the foregoing provi­
sions of this section or any reproduction thereof:
2Penalty.
Interpretation.
and if any person acts in contravention thereof he shall be 
guilty of an offence and shall on summary conviction 
before a Resident Magistrate be liable to a fine not exceeding 
ten pounds and in default of payment thereof to 
imprisonment with or without hard labour for any term 
not exceeding one month.
3—For the purposes of this Law—IpS
(a) the expression “ court”  means any court of justice 
including the court of a coroner;
(b) the expression “ prisoner”  means any person 
whether on bail or in the custody of the police 
who is charged with a criminal offence:
(c) a photograph, portrait or sketch shall be deemed 
to be a photograph, portrait or sketch taken or 
made in court if it is taken or made in the court­
room or in the building or in the precincts of the 
building in which the court is held, or if it is a 
photograph, portrait or sketch taken or made 
of the prisoner while he is on his way to or on 
his way from the court-room or any such building 
or precincts as aforesaid.
[No. 3.] The Photographing (prohibition of) Prisoners Law, 1927
JAMAICA.
N o. 4 — 1927.
I assent,
[L.S.]
R. E. Stubbs, 
Governor.
17th March, 1927.
A LAW to authorise the Raising of Loans in England independently 
of the General Loan and Inscribed Stock Law, 1921, and of the Colonial 
Treasury Bills Law, 1922.
[17th March, 1927.]
Y X /-HERE AS it is expedient to provide for the raising of P: 
"  * loans in England independently of the General Loan 
and Inscribed Stock Law, 1921 (Law 12 of 1921) and of 
the Colonial Treasury Bills Law 1922 (Law 11 of 1922):
reamble.
Be it enacted by the Governor and Legislative Council 
of Jamaica as follows:
1— In this Law, unless the context otherwise requires interpretation, 
the expression “ Governor”  means the person for the time 
being administering the Government of Jamaica.
The expression “ Crown Agents”  means the person or 
persons for‘the time being acting as Crown Agents for the 
Colonies in England.
2 [No. 4.] The Raising of Loam  (Additional Powers) Law, 1927.’
Loans may be 
raised indepen­
dently of Law 
12 of 1921 and 
Law 11 of 1922.
Proviso.
2— Whenever by any Law authority shall have been 
given, or shall hereafter be given to raise any sum of money 
for the purposes mentioned in such Law, the Governor, or 
the Crown Agents acting on his behalf, may, from time to 
time, as he or they may deem expedient, raise such sum in 
England independently of, and notwithstanding anything 
to the contrary contained in, the General Loan and In­
scribed Stock Law, 1921 (Law 12 of 1921) and the Colonial 
Treasury Bills Law 1922 (Law 11 of 1922): Provided that 
in such case the following provisions shall apply:
(1) So long as any portion of the loan remains 
outstanding the Governor shall in each half-year 
ending with the day on which the interest on the 
loan falls due appropriate out of the general 
revenues and assets of the Colony a sum equal to 
one half-year’s interest on the whole of the loan 
outstanding and shall remit that sum to the 
Crown Agents at such time as will enable them 
to pay thereout the then current half-year’s  
interest on the day on which it falls due.
(2) The Governor shall also in each half-year ending 
as aforesaid appropriate out of the said revenues 
and assets of the Colony for the formation of a 
Sinking Fund for the repayment of the loan at 
par an additional sum in respect of the total 
nominal amount of the loan outstanding equal 
to one-half of the annual contribution to be 
decided upon by the Governor on the issue of the 
loan and shall remit that sum to the Crown 
Agents with the remittance hereinbefore men­
tioned provided that the said contribution shall 
in respect of any money raised under the Law 
commence not later than three years after the 
date from which the interest on such money shall 
commence to ran.
(3) The aforesaid annual contribution shall be not 
less than such amount as may be determined 
with the approval of the Secretary of- State to be 
sufficient to redeem the loan at its due date.
(4) The Crown Agents shall invest so much of the 
money so remitted to them as aforesaid as shall 
not be required for the payment of interest for 
the current half-year in the purchase of such 
securities as may be approved by the Secretary 
of State as a sinking fund for the final extinction 
of the debt and the Crown Agents shall also 
invest the dividends interest or produce of such 
investments in the purchase of like securities and 
may from time to time with the approval of the 
Secretary of State change any such investments 
and shall hold such funds in trust for the 
repayment of the principal moneys for the time 
being represented by the loan.
(5) In case the sinking fund provided for by this 
Law shall be insufficient for the payment of all 
the principal moneys borrowed under the 
authority of this Law at the time the same shall 
have become due the Governor shall make good 
the deficiencies out of the general revenues and 
assets of the Colony.
3— The principal moneys of and interest on any loan 
issued under the provisions of this Law are hereby charged 
upon and shall be payable out of the general revenues of 
this Colony.
4— This Law shall be applicable only to the raising of 
loans in England, and nothing in this Law contained shall 
prevent the raising of loans in the Island upon such terms 
and conditions as shall be specified in any Law authorising 
the raising of such loans.
5—  This Law may be cited as the Raising of Loans 
(Additional Powers) Law, 1927.
The Raising o f Loans (Additional Powers) Law, 1927. [No. 4.]
Principal and 
interest charged 
on General Rev­
enue.
Law only appli­
cable to Loans 
raised in Eng­
land.
Short Title.

JAMAICA.
I assent,
No. 5—  1927.
[L.S.]
R. E. Stubbs,
Governor.
17th March, 1927.
A LAW to make Special Provision in regard to the Pension of Arthur
Selbome Jelf.
[17th March, 1927.]
BE it enacted by the Governor and Legislative Council of Jamaica as follows:—
1—This Law may be cited as the Jelf Pension Law, 1927, Short Title, 
and shall apply to the Colony.
2—Notwithstanding anything to the contrary contained Computa^n of 
in any Law or Regulation made under any Law of the sion,
Colony relating to the granting of pensions and gratuities, 
the service of Arthur Selbome Jelf from the sixth day of 
October, 1925, to the twenty-third day of November,
1925, (both days inclusive), shall be deemed to be pen­
sionable service for the purposes of any such Law or 
Regulation as if during that period he were the substantive 
holder of the office of Colonial Secretary and shall count 
as service for pension and gratuity under any such Law or 
Regulation.

JAMAICA.
No. 6— 1927.
I assent,
[L.S.J
R. E. Stubbs,
Governor.
17th March, 1927.
A LAW to Continue Certain Expiring Laws. 
[17th March, 1927.]
D E  it enacted by the Governor and Legislative Council 
of Jamaica as follows:—
1— This Law may be cited as the Expiring Laws Con- short Title, 
tinuance Law, 1927.
2— The Laws mentioned in the Schedule to this Law Continuation oi 
shall be continued until and including the thirty-first day i^ scheduie?ncd 
of March one thousand nine hundred and twenty-eight.
Schedule.
1. The Package Tax (Temporary) Law, 1919 (Law 9 
of 1919).
21 The Excise Duty (Temporary Increase) Law, 1920 
(Law 9 of 1920) with the exception of the 
following items:—
On all matches subject to Excise Duty under 
The Match Excise Duty Law, 1901 (Law 12 of
i f l l  | | j g i
2 [No. 6.]
1901) and any laws amending the same an addi­
tional duty after the rate of ten per cent, on such 
excise duty.
On all amounts payable as King’s Warehouse 
Fees under the Wharfage Law, 1895 (Law 15 of 
1895) a surtax after the rate of ten per cent, of 
such fees.
The Expiring Laws Continuance Law, 1927.
JAMAICA.
No. 7 -1 9 2 7 .
I assent,
IL.S.J
R. E. Stubbs,
Governor.
17th March, 1927.
A LAW Further to Amend the Kingston and St. Andrew Corporation 
Loan Law, 1923, Law 25 of 1923.
[YUh March, 1927.J
BE it enacted by the Governor and Legislative Council of Jamaica as follows:—
1—This Law may be cited as the Kingston and St. short Title and
. -r a .  . T _. .  construction.Andrew Corporation Loan Amendment Law, 1927, and 
shall be read and construed as one Law with the Kingston 
and St. Andrew Corporation Loan Law, 1923, (Law 25 of 
1923) hereinafter referred to as the Principal Law, and any 
Law amending the same.
2—Section 2 of the Principal Law is hereby repealed and §ffy|f§J|||f 
the following section substituted therefor:—  and new Section
substituted.
“ 2—  (1) The Governor is hereby authorised to raise 
a loan of four hundred thousand pounds sterling and 
such further sum as may be necessary to defray the 
expenses of issue.
2 [No. 7.] The Kingston and St. Andrew Corporation Loan Law, 1927.
Sec. 4 of Law 25 
of 1923 repealed 
and new Section 
substituted.
(2) The loan hereby authorised, or any part thereof,, 
may be raised either by the issue of stock or debentures, 
or both, under the provisions of the General Loan and 
Inscribed Stock Law 1921 (Law 12 of 1921) or under 
the provisions of the Local Inscribed Stock Law 1891 
(Law 17 of 1891) and any law amending the same or 
under the provisions of the Local Debenture Law 
1925 (Law 9 of 1925) or under the provisions of the Law 
passed at this Session of the Legislative Council 
entitled “ A Law to authorise the raising of Loans in 
England independently of the General Loan and In­
scribed Stock Law 1921 and of the Colonial Treasury 
Bills Law, 1922. ”
3—Section 4 of the Principal Law is hereby repealed 
and the following section substituted therefor:—
“ 4— If the loan hereby authorised or any part 
thereof shall be issued under the provisions of the 
General Loan and Inscribed Stock Law, 1921, then 
the contribution to sinking fund as contemplated by 
the provisions of sections 13 and 27 of such Law shall 
commence not later- than three years after the date 
from which the interest on debentures or stock to 
be issued under the Law shall begin to run. If the - 
loan hereby authorised, or any part thereof, shall 
be raised in the Colony under the provisions of the 
Local Inscribed Stock Law, 1891, or any Law amend­
ing the same then the sinking fund as contemplated 
by sections 17 and 18 of the said Local Inscribed Stock 
Law, 1891, shall commence not later than three years 
after the date on which the interest on such stock 
shall begin to run; and if such loan, or any part thereof, 
shall be raised in the Colony, under the provisions of 
the Local Debenture Law, 1925, then the redemption 
fund as contemplated by the provisions of section 4 
of such Law shall commence not later than three years 
after the date on which interest on debentures to be 
issued under the Law shall begin to run.
If the loan is raised under the provisions of the Law 
passed at this Session of the Legislative Council
entitled “ A  Law to authorise the raising of Loans in 
England independently of the General Loan and 
Inscribed Stock Law, 1921, and of the Colonial 
Treasury Bills Law, 1922, the contribution to sinking 
fund as contemplated by sub-section (2 ) of section 2 
of that Law shall commence not later than three years 
after the date from which the interest on the loan shall 
commence to run.”
The Kingston and St. Andrew Corporation Loan Law, 1927. [No. 7.]

JAMAICA.
No. 8— 1927.
I assent,
[L.S.]
R. E. Stubbs,
Governor.
17th March, 1927.
A LAW to Suppress Obscene Publications.
[11th March, 1927.]
BE it enacted by the Governor and Legislative Council of Jamaica as follows:—
1—This Law may be cited as the Suppression of Obscene short Title. 
Publications Law, 1927.
2—Any person who—
(a) For purposes of or by way of trade or for dis- offences, 
tribution or public exhibition makes or produces 
or has in his possession any obscene writings, 
drawings, prints, paintings, printed matter, pic­
tures, posters, emblems, photographs, cinemato­
graph films or any other obscene objects.
(b) For the purposes above mentioned imports, con­
veys or exports or cause to be imported, conveyed 
or exported any of the said obscene matters or 
things, or in any manner whatsoever puts them 
into circulation.
(c) Carries on or takes part in a business, whethei 
public or private, concerned with any of the said 
obscene matters or things, or deals in the said 
matters oi things in any manner whatsoever, or 
distributes them or exhibits them publicly or 
makes a business of lending them.
(d) Advertises or makes known by any means what­
soever in view of assisting in the said circulation 
or traffic, that a person is engaged in any of the 
above acts, or advertises or makes known how or 
from whom the said obscene matters or things 
can be procured either directly or indirectly^—
Penalty. shall be guilty of ah offence under this Law and shall upon 
summary conviction before a Resident Magistrate be 
liable to a penalty of twenty pounds and in default of pay­
ment to be imprisoned for three months with or without 
hard labour.
r.m. empowered g—Whenever it is made to appear upon oath that there
to s S f arrant is reasonable cause to suspect that any person is in posses­
sion of any obscene matters or things, it shall be lawful for 
any Resident Magistrate by warrant to authorise any officer 
of constabulary or constable to enter and search any place, 
either in the day or in the night, and if any obscene matter 
or thing is found in any place so searched to seize and bring 
it before him to be secured for the purpose of being pro­
duced in evidence in any proceeding before any Court of 
Justice in which it may be required. And it shall be 
lawful for the Resident Magistrate presiding over any such 
proceedings to order the destruction of any such obscene 
matter or thing.
Extent of B^peai 4—So niUch of any Law or Laws making provision for
Communities the maintenance of good order in towns and communities 
as relates to the sale or distribution or offer for sale or 
distribution of any obscene figure, drawing, painting or 
representations is hereby repealed.
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5— So much of any Law relating to customs as prohibits 
the importation of any indecent or obscene prints, paintings, 
books, cards, lithographic or other engravings or any other 
indecent or obscene articles is hereby repealed.
6— Sub-section (5) of section 5 of The Vagrancy Law 
1902 (Law 12 of 1902) is hereby repealed.
Extent of Repeal 
of Customs Laws
Sub-sec. 5 of sec. 
5 of Law 12 of 
1902 repealed.

JAMAICA.
No. 9— 1927.
I assent,
[L.S.]
R. E. Stubbs,
Governor.
17th March, 1927.
A LAW to Amend the Motor Vehicle Law, 1922, (Law 21 of 1922).
[17th March, 1927.]
D E  it enacted by the Governor and Legislative Council 
of Jamaica as follows:—
1— This Law may be cited as the Motor Vehicle Amend- short Title and 
ment Law, 1927, and shall be read and construed as one CGnstruct,on* 
with the Motor Vehicle Law, 1922, (Law 21 of 1922) herein­
after referred to as the Principal Law.
2— Section 5 sub-section (1) of the Principal Law is |“£"seG-f 1 of
hereby amended by repealing the proviso thereto and sub- 21 Of 1922 
stituting the following proviso:—  amended.
“ Provided that in the ease of motor vehicles brought 
into Jamaica by persons making only a temporary 
stay in Jamaica or by dealers in motor vehicles, 
the Governor may make Regulations providing for 
the issue of licensing plates and the kind of licensing
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plates to be issued to such persons, and as to the 
conditions under which such licensing plates shall 
be issued and the duty payable. ”
iec'seofLaw2i ^— Section 5 sub-section (5) of the Principal Law is
o f 1922amended, hereby amended by adding after the word “ is”  in the 
second line of the said sub-section the words “ used or”
Sub-sec. 2 of 4— Section 8 sub-section (2)  of the Principal Law is
Sec. 8 of Law 21 '■ . , » n  • 5 *.
of 1922 repealed hereby repealed and the following sub-section substituted
and new Sec. .1 M • ..
•substituted. therefor
“ 8— (2) The Collector of Taxes of a parish shall 
grant a license to drive a motor vehicle to any person 
applying for the same who is able to read and write 
in English to his satisfaction, and who has complied 
with the Regulations made under this Law and who 
has paid the fees fixed for examination, and who shall 
have passed such examination, on payment of a fee 
of ten shillings, provided the applicant is not under 
the age of seventeen years, except in the case of motor 
cycles when the license may be granted to persons 
over the age of fourteen years. In t)ie event of any 
license issued as aforesaid being lost the Collector of 
Taxes may issue a new license in place of the license 
so lost on payment of a fee of two shillings. ”
sercOV3li *So°fSccS8of ? ~ The Proviso to sub-section (3) of section 8 of the 
Law 21 of 1922 Principal Law is hereby repealed.
repealed.
l iCofIi922Law 6— Section 13 of the Principal Law is hereby repealed
repealed and and the following section substituted therefor:—
stituted. t o  A  person driving a motor vehicle shall, if
an accident occurs to any person whether riding, on 
foot, or a passenger, or to any horse, mule or donkey, 
or cattle, or vehicle in charge of any person, owing to the 
presence of the motor vehicle on the road, stop, and on 
demand shall give his name and address and also 
the name and address of the owner and the license 
letter and the number of the motor vehicle, and any
person so in charge of such horse, mule, donkey, 
cattle or vehicle shall on demand give his name and
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address, and also the name and address of the owner 
of any such horse, mule, donkey, cattle or vehicle 
and both parties shall in any case report such 
accident within twenty-four hours either verbally or 
in writing to the officer in charge of a Police Station, 
and if any person knowingly acts in contravention of 
this section he shall be guilty of an offence under this 
Law.”
7 — Section 14 of the Principal Law is hereby repealed 
and the following section substituted therefor:
“ 14—Any person who
(a) forges or with fraudulent intent alters or 
uses or allows to be used by any other 
person any license or any licensing marks 
or plates issued under this Law; or
(b) with intent to enable any other person to 
use a license or licensing marks or plates 
issued under this Law, gives or lends the 
same to any other person,
shall be guilty of an offence against this Law.”
8— Section 16 of the Principal Law is hereby amended 
by adding at the end thereof the words:—
“ (i) Uses or drives or permits to be used or driven 
any motor vehicle on any public road in such 
defective condition as regards its mechanical 
fittings or otherwise as to be a danger to its 
occupants or the public.
(j) Being the owner of a motor vehicle refuses upon 
the request of any member of the Jamaica 
Constabulary Force.
(a) To give the name and address of the driver 
thereof, such driver having been authorised 
by such owner to drive the said motor 
vehicle; or
(b) To give all such information in his possession 
as would assist in the discovery or identity 
of the'driver.”
9— Section 18 sub-section (1) of the Principal Law is 
hereby repealed and the following sub-section substituted 
therefor:—
Sec. 14 of Law 
21 of 1922 
repealed and 
new See. 
substituted.
Sec. 16 of Law 
21 of 1922 
amended.
Sub-sec-. 1 of 
Sec. 18 of Law 
21 of 1922 
repealed and 
new Sec. sub­
stituted.
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"18— (1) The Governor in Privy Council may 
make Regulations generally for the purpose of carrying 
this Law into effect, and in particular, without preju­
dice to the generality of the foregoing provision, may 
make Regulations—
(a) Prohibiting the use of motor vehicles or 
trailers or of any special kind or weight of 
motor vehicle or trailer over any bridge or 
culvert or upon any public road or part of a 
public road or where the use of such motor 
vehicle or trailer would be attended with 
risk or damage to the bridge or culvert or 
road or danger to the public.
(b) Restricting the use of motor vehicles or 
trailers or of any special kind or weight of 
motor vehicle or trailer on any bridge or 
culvert or upon any public road or part of a 
public road with respect to the kind of motor 
vehicle or trailer which may be used on the 
road, the weight, either laden or unladen, 
the type of tires and fittings to be used and 
the dimensions measured over all including 
the load and may vary such restrictions from 
time to time according to the seasons of the 
year or with reference to wet or dry periods.
(c) With respect to the preparation framing and 
placing of notices on or in connection with or 
with respect to any public roads, bridges, or 
culverts by the Road Authority dealing with 
the type of tire to be used on such roads, 
bridges or culverts or the total weight or 
dimensions measured over all with load of the 
motor vehicle or trailer or of the motor 
vehicle and trailer using such roads, culverts 
or bridges, or preventing or restricting, per­
manently or temporarily, any particular class 
or kind of motor vehicle from using or pro­
ceeding along such road, culvert or bridge.
(d) Providing generally for the licensing of motor 
vehicles and trailers and for the examination 
thereof either for licensing purposes or as to
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mechanical fitness or fitness to be driven 
on a public road and in particular to fix fees 
for such examinations and for determining 
and regulating generally the size, shape, and 
character of the licensing marks or plates 
to be used under this Law and any fee payable 
therefor and the manner in which they are 
to be displayed and rendered easily distin­
guishable, whether by night or by day.
(e) Providing for the keeping of a record or 
register showing the particulars of ownership 
and the description of each motor vehicle or 
trailer licensed, together with the letter or 
number issued to each, and for making any 
particulars or description contained in such 
record or register available to the Police at 
all times.
( f) With respect to the use of motor vehicles or
trailers on public roads or streets, the speed 
at which they may be driven thereon, the 
weight upon the wheels or axles thereof 
or the total weight that any particular type 
or kind of motor vehicle may attain weighted 
with the load, the size and type of tires to be 
used, the length, height and width of such 
motor vehicles or trailers measured over all 
including the load or otherwise, the number 
of persons to be in charge thereof, and where 
they are to be placed, the number or weight 
of passengers that may be carried and the 
positions they may occupy in relation to 
the seats, sides or floor of the motor vehicle, 
the rules to be observed when passing other 
vehicles or tramcars, the conditions under 
which they may be used or ply for hire, and 
the devices to be attached to motor vehicles 
for the purposes of Government control.
(g) With respect to the arrangement, adjustment 
and operation of the lamps required by this 
Law to be used on motor vehicles or trailers 
and for regulating the candle power of the 
lights for such lamps.
6(h) With respect to the qualifications, examina­
tion and licensing of drivers of motor vehicles, 
the fees to be paid for such examination or 
any other requirements or conditions to the 
grant of a license to drive.
(i) Providing for the granting of a license to
dealers in motor vehicles and the conditions 
on which such license may be granted and the 
amount to be paid therefor, the returns to 
be made by them, and for assigning a general 
identification mark to such dealers.
(j) Prohibiting the importation for use or the
use of any motor vehicle exceeding fifty 
hundred weights in weight in this Island 
except upon such terms and conditions and 
rate of license duty as the Governor in Privy 
Council may decide, and providing for the 
seizure and forfeiture of any motor vehicle 
which may be imported or used except upon 
such terms and conditions.
(k ) With respect to the weighing of motor vehicles 
or trailers when being used upon public roads, 
whether such motor vehicles or trailers 
are laden or unladen.
(l) Prescribing any matter which is to be pre­
scribed under this Law. f
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JAMAICA.
No. 10— 1927.
I assent,
[L.S.]
R. E. Stubbs, 
Governor.
31st March, 1927.
A LAW Relating to the Carriage of Goods by Sea. 
[31s# March, 1927.]
BE it enacted by the Governor and Legislative Council of Jamaica as follows:—
1—Subject to the provisions of this Law the Rules Extent of appii- 
contained in the Schedule to this Law shall have effect catl0n of Rules 
in relation to and in connection with the carriage of goods 
by sea in ships carrying goods from any port in this Island 
to any other port whether in or outside of this Island.
2—There shall not be implied in any contract for the Contract not 
carriage of goods by sea to which the Rules apply any IJSdertaWng by 
absolute undertaking by the carrier of the goods to provide carrie,‘ 
a seaworthy ship.
2 The Carriage of Goods by Sea Law, 1927.
Statement to be 
contained in Bill 
of Lading.
Effect of Article 
VI of Rules.
Bill of Lading 
not guarantee of 
weight of article 
shipped.
Short Title.
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3— Every bill of lading or similar document of title issued 
in this Island which contains or is evidence of any contract 
to which the Rules apply shall contain an express state­
ment that it is to have effect subject to the provisions of 
the said Rules as applied by this Law.
4— Article VI of the Rules shall, in relation to the carriage 
of goods by sea in ships carrying goods from any port to 
any other port in this Island, have effect as though the said 
Article referred to goods of any class instead of to parti­
cular goods and as though the proviso to the second 
paragraph of the said Article were omitted.
5—  Where under the custom of any trade the weight 
of any bulk cargo inserted in the bill of lading is a weight 
ascertained or accepted by a third party other than the 
carrier or the shipper and the fact that the weight is so 
ascertained or accepted is stated in the bill of lading, then, 
notwithstanding anything in the Rules, the bill of lading 
shall not be deemed to be prima facie evidence against the 
carrier of the receipt of goods of the weight so inserted in 
the bill of lading, and the accuracy thereof at the time of 
shipment shall not be deemed to have been guaranteed 
by the shipper.
6—  (1) This' Law may be cited as the Carriage of Goods 
by Sea Law, 1927.
(2) Nothing in the Law shall affect the operation of 
sections four hundred and forty-six to four hundred and 
fifty both inclusive, four hundred and two and four hundred 
and three of the Merchant Shipping Act 1894 (Imperial) 
as amended by any subsequent enactment, or the operation 
of any other enactment for the time being in force limiting 
the liability of the owners of sea-going vessels.
(3) The Rules shall not by virtue of this Law apply to 
any contract for the carriage of goods by sea made before 
the commencement of this Law.
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SCHEDULE.
R u l e s  r e l a t in g  t o  B i l l s  o p  L a d in g .
A r t ic l e  I.
D e f in it io n s .
In these Rules the following expressions have the meanings hereby 
assigned to them respectively, that is to say—
(а) “ Carrier”  includes the owner or the charterer who enters into 
a contract of carriage with a shipper:
(б) “ Contract of carriage”  applies only to contracts of carriage 
covered by a bill of lading or any similar document of title, 
in so far as such document relates to the carriage of goods 
by sea, including any bill of lading or. any similar document 
as aforesaid issued under or pursuant to a charter party from 
the moment at which such bill of lading or sim ila r  document 
of title regulates the relations between a carrier and a holder 
of the same:
(c) “ Goods” includes goods, wares, merchandise, and articles of 
every kind whatsoever, except live animals and cargo which 
by the contract of carriage is stated as being carried on deck 
and is so carried:
(d) “ Ship” means any vessel used for the carriage of goods by sea:
(e) “ Carriage of goods”  covers the period from the time when the 
goods are loaded on to the time when they are discharged from 
the ship.
A r t ic l e  II.
R i s e s .
Subject to.the provisions of Article VI., under every contract of car­
riage of goods by sea the carrier, in relation to the loading, handling 
stowage, carriage, custody, care, and discharge of such goods, shall 
be subject to the responsibilities and liabilities, and entitled to the rights 
and immunities hereinafter set forth.
A r t i c l e  III.
R e s p o n s ib il it ie s  a n d  L i a b i l i t i e s .
1. The carrier shall be bound, before and at the beginning of the 
voyage, to exercise due diligence to—
(a) Make the ship seaworthy:
(b) Properly man, equip, and supply the ship:
(c) Make the holds, refrigerating and cool chambers, and all other 
parts of the ship in which goods are carried, fit ard safe for 
their reception, carriage and preservation.
- 2. Subject to the provisions of Article IV., the carrier shall properly 
and carefully load, handle, stow, carry, keep, care for and discharge 
the goods carried.
3. After receiving the goods into his charge, the carrier, or the master 
or agent of the carrier, shall, on demand of the shipper, issue to the 
shipper a bill of lading showing among other things—
C
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(а) The leading marks necessary for identification of the goods 
as the same are furnished in writing by the shipper before the 
loading of such goods starts, provided such marks are stamped 
or otherwise shown clearly upon the goods if uncovered, or on 
the cases, or coverings in which such goods are contained, in 
such a manner as should ordinarily remain legible until the 
end of the voyage:
(б) Either the number of packages or pieces, or the quantity, or 
weight, as the case may be, as furnished in writing by the 
shipper:
(c) The apparent order and condition of the goods:
Provided that no carrier, master or agent of the carrier, shall be bound 
to state or show in the bill of lading any marks, number, quantity, or 
weight which he has reasonable ground for suspecting not accurately 
to represent the goods actually received, or which he has had no 
reasonable means of checking.
4. Such a bill of lading shall be prima facie evidence of the receipt 
by the carrier of the goods as therein described in accordance with 
paragraph 3 (o), (&), and (c).
5. The shipper shall be deemed to have guaranteed to the carrier the 
accuracy at the time of shipment of the marks, number, quantity, and 
weight, as furnished by him, and the shipper shall indemnify the carrier 
against all loss, damages, and expenses arising or resulting from inaccu­
racies in such particulars. The right of the carrier to such indemnity 
shall in no way limit his responsibility and liability under the contract 
of carriage to any person other than the shipper.
6. Unless notice of loss or damage and the general nature of such loss 
or damage be given in writing to the carrier or his agent at the port 
of discharge before or at the time of the removal of the goods into the 
custody of the person entitled to delivery thereof under the contract 
of carriage, or, if the loss or damage be not apparent, within three days, 
such removal shall be prima facie evidence of the delivery by the carrier 
of the goods as described in the bill of lading.
The notice in writing need not be given if the state of the goods has 
at the time of their receipt been the subject of joint survey or inspection.
In any event the carrier and the ship shall be discharged from all 
liability in respect of loss or damage unless suit is brought within one 
yea,r after delivery of the goods or the date when the goods should have 
been delivered.
In the case of any actual or apprehended loss or damage the carrier 
and the receiver shall give all reasonable facilities to each other for 
inspecting and tallying the goods.
7. After the goods are loaded the bill of lading to be issued by the 
carrier, master or agent of the carrier, to the shipper shall, if the shipper 
so demands, be a “ shipped”  bill of lading, provided that if the shipper 
shall have previously taken up any document of title to such goods 
he shall surrender the same as against the issue of the “ shipped”  bill 
of lading, but at the option of the carrier such document of title may be 
noted at the port of shipment by the carrier, master, or agent with the 
name or names of the ship or ships upon which the goods have been 
shipped and the date or dates of shipment, and when so noted the same 
shall for the purpose of this Article be deemed to constitute a “ shipped” 
bill of lading.
8. Any clause, covenant or agreement in a contract of carriage relieving 
the carrier or the ship from liability for loss or damage to or in con­
nection with goods arising from negligence, fault >r failure in the duties
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and obligations provided in this A rtic le  or lessening such lia b ility  
otherwise than as provided in  these R u le s, shall be null and vo id  and of 
no effect.
A  benefit of insurance or sim ilar clause shall be deemed to  be a clause 
relieving the carrier from  lia b ility .
A r t ic l e  IV.
R ig h t s  a n d  I m m u n it ie s .
1. Neither the carrier nor the ship shall be liable for loss or damage 
arising or resulting from unseaworthiness unless caused by want of due 
diligence on the part of the carrier to make the ship seaworthy, and to 
secure that the ship is properly manned, equipped and supplied, and to 
make the holds, refrigerating and cool chambers and all other parts 
of the ship in which goods are carried fit and safe for their reception, 
carriage and preservation in accordance with the provisions of paragraph 
1 of Article III.
Whenever loss or damage has resulted from unseaworthiness, the bur­
den of proving the exercise of due diligence shall be on the carrier or 
other person claiming exemption under this section.
2. Neither the carrier nor the ship shall be responsible for loss or 
damage arising or resulting from—
(а) Act, neglect, or default of the master, mariner, pilot, or the 
servants of the carrier in the navigation or in the management 
of the ship:
(б) Fire, unless caused by the actual fault or privity of the carrier:
(c) Perils, dangers and accidents of the sea or other navigable 
waters:
(d) Act of God:
(e) Act of war:
(/) Act of public enemies:
(</) Arrest or restraint of princes, rulers or people, or seizure under 
legal process:
(,h) Quarantine restrictions:
(i) Act or omission of the shipper or owner of the goods, his agent
or representative:
(j) Strikes or lock-outs or stoppage or restraint of labour from 
whatever cause, whether partial or general.:
(k) Riots and civil commotions:
(0 Saving or attempting to save life or property at sea:
(to) Wastage in bulk or weight or any other loss or damage arising 
from inherent defect, quality, or vice of the goods:
(n) Insufficiency of packing:
(o) Insufficiency or inadequacy of marks:
(p) Latent defects not discoverable by due diligence:
(q) Any other cause arising without the actual fault or privity of 
the carrier or without the fault or neglect of the agents' or 
servants of the carrier, but the burden of proof shall be on the 
person claiming the benefit of this exception to show that 
neither the actual fault or privity of the carrier nor the fault or 
neglect of the agents or servants of the carrier contributed to 
the loss or damage.
, shipPer shall not be responsible for loss or damage sustained
by the earner or the ship arising or resulting from any cause without the 
act, fault or neglect of the shipper, his agents or his servants.
. Any deviation in saving or attempting to save life or property at 
sea. or any reasonable deviation shall not be deemed to be an infringe-
ment or breach of these Rules or of the contract of carriage, and the 
carrier shal not be liable for any loss or damage resulting therefrom.
5. Neither the carrier nor the ship shall in any event be or become 
liable for any loss or damage to or in connection with goods in an amount 
exceeding £100 per package or unit, or the equivalent of that sum in 
other currency, unless the nature and value of such goods have been 
declared by the shipper before shipment and inserted in the bill of lading.
This declaration if embodied in the bill of lading shall be prima facie 
evidence, but shall not be binding or conclusive on the carrier.
By agreement between the carrier, master or agent of the carrier 
and the shipper another maximum amount than that mentioned in this 
paragraph may be fixed, provided that such maximum shall not be less 
than the figure above named.
Neither the carrier nor the ship shall be responsible in any event for 
loss or damage to or in connection with goods if the nature or value 
thereof has been knowingly misstated by the shipper in the bill of lading.
6. Goods of an inflammable, explosive or dangerous nature to the 
shipment whereof the carrier, master or agent of the carrier, has not 
consented, with knowledge of their nature and character, may at any 
time before discharge be landed at any place or destroyed or rendered 
innocuous by the carrier without compensation, and the shipper of such 
goods shall be liable for all damages and expenses directly or indirectly 
arising out of or resulting from such shipment.
If any such goods shipped with such knowledge and consent shall 
become a danger to the ship or cargo, they may in like manner be landed 
at any place or destroyed or rendered innocuous by the carrier without 
liability on the part of the carrier except to general average, if any.
A r t ic l e  V.
S u r r e n d e r  o p  R ig h t s  a n d  Im m u n it ie s , a n d  I n c r e a s e  o p  R e s p o n ­
s i b il it ie s  a n d  L i a b i l i t i e s .
A carrier shall be at liberty to surrender in whole or in part all or any 
of his rights and immunities or to increase any of his responsibilities 
and liabilities under the Rules contained in any of these Articles, pro­
vided such surrender or increase shall be embodied in the bill of lading 
issued to the shipper.
The provisions of these Rules shall not be applicable to charterparties, 
but if bills of lading are issued in the case of a ship under a charterparty 
they shall comply with the terms of these Rules. Nothing in these 
Rules shall be held to prevent the insertion in a bill of lading of any 
lawful provision regarding general average.
A r t i c l e  VI.
S p e c ia l  C o n d it io n s .
Notwithstanding the provisions of the preceding Articles, a carrier, 
master or agent of the carrier and a shipper shall in regard to any parti­
cular goods be at liberty to enter into any agreement in any terms, 
as to the responsibility and liability of the carrier for such goods, and as 
to the rights and immunities of the carrier in respect of such goods 
or his obligation as to seaworthiness, so far as this stipulation is not 
contrary to public policy, or the care or diligence of his servants or 
agents in regard to the loading, handling, stowage, carriage, custody, 
care, and discharge of the goods carried by sea,, provided that in this 
case no bill of lading has been or shall be issued and that the terms 
agreed shall be embodied in a receipt which shall be a non-negotiable 
document and shall be marked as such.
[Mo. 10.j The Carriage of Goods by Sea Law, 1927.
[No. 10.] 7
Any agreement so entered into shall have full legal effect:
Provided that this Article shall not apply to ordinary commercial 
shipments made in the ordinary course of trade, but only to other 
shipments where the character or condition of the property to be carried 
or the circumstances, terms and conditions under which the carriage is 
to be performed, are such as reasonably to justify a special agreement.
A r t i c l e  VII.
L im it a t io n s  o n . t h e  A p p l ic a t io n  o f  t h e  R u l e s .
Nothing herein contained shall prevent a carrier or a shipper from enter­
ing into any agreement, stipulation, condition, reservation or exemption 
as to the responsibility and liability of the carrier or the ship for the 
loss or damage to or in connection with the custody and care and handling 
of goods prior to the loading on and subsequent to the discharge from the 
ship on which the goods are carried by sea.
A r t ic l e  VIII.
L im it a t io n  o f  L i a b i l i t y .
The provisions of these Rules shall not affect the rights and obliga­
tions of the carrier under any statute for the time being in force relating 
to the limitation of the liability of owners of sea-going vessels.
A r t i c l e  IX.
The monetary units mentioned in these Rules are to be taken to be 
gold value
The Carriage o f Goods by Sea Law, 1927.

JAMAICA.
No. 11— 1927.
1 assent,
[L.S.]
R. E. Stubbs,
G overnor.
31st March, 1927.
A LAW to amend The Tariff Law, 1925, (Law 4 of 1925.)
[31s* March, 1927.]
BE it enacted by the Governor and Legislative Council of Jamaica, as follows:—
1— This Law may be cited as the Tariff Amendment Law Short Title. 
1927 and shall be read and construed as one with the 
Tariff Law 1925 (Law 4 of 1925) hereinafter referred to as 
the Principal Law.
2— The first schedule of the Principal Law is hereby 
repealed and the following schedule substituted therefor:—
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First Schedule.
Item Article. Preferential General
No. Tariff. Tariff.
1 Animals and Birdfe Living—
(a) Asses, per head £1 £1 6s. 8d.
(b) Cattle, per head £2 £2 13s. 4d.
(c) Goatb, per head 10/ 13s. 4d.
(d) Horses, per head £3 £4
(e) Mules, per head £3 £4
(f) Sheep, per head 10/ 13/4
(g) Swine, per head 10/ 13/4
No duty to be charged 
on these animals when 
undei two months old 
imported with the dam.
2 Ammunition and Explosives—
Ammunition:
(a) Cartridges, per 100 3/ 4/
(b) Shot, per 100 lbs. 
Explosives:
9/ 12/
(c) Gunpowder for sporting
1/6 2/purposes, per lb.
(d) Gunpowder for blasting
9d. 1/purposes, per lb.
(e) Other explosives, per lb. 9d. 1/
3 Beer & Ale, Stout & Porter, per
gallon 1/6 2/
4 Biscuit, Bread and Cakes:
Unsweetened, per 100 lbs. 3/1 4/2
5 Butter and Butter Substitutes:
(a) Butter, per 100 lbs.
(b) Butter substitutes includ-
15/ 30/
ing butterine and oleo­
margarine, per 100 lbs. 15/ 30/
6 Candles:
(a) Tallow candles, per 100
lbs. 6/3 8/4
(b) Other kinds, per 100 lbs. 18/9 25/
7 Cattle and other Animal Foods:
Bran, and Middlings, per 100 lbs 1/ 10| 2/6
8 Cement, i.e., Portland Cement:
(a) which conforms to such
standards as may be 
fixed by the Governor in
Privy Council and pub­
lished in the Jamaica
Gazette, per 400 lbs. .. 1/ 1/4
(b) o', her than that included
in fal ner 400 lbs. 3/ 4/
The Tariff Amendment Law, 1927.
F irst Schedule, contd.
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Stem
No.
Article. Preferential
Tariff.
General
Tariff.
9 Cheese, per 100 lbs. 8/4 16/8
10 Chicory, per lb. 1/ 1/4
11 Cider and Perry, per gallon 1/6 2/
12 Cocoa:
Raw, per 100 lbs. 15/ £1
13 Coffee :*
(a) Raw, per 100 lbs. 15/ £1
(b) Roasted or ground, per 
100 Ibis. £1 10s. £2
14 Cotton:
Piece-goods, ad valorem 10 p.c. 20 p.c.
15 Fish:
(a) Salmon and Trout, dried 
salted, smoked or pickled, 
per 100 lbs. 5/ 10/
(b) Alewives, Herrings and 
Mackerel, dried, salted, 
smoked, or pickled, per 
100 lbs. .. 2/ 4/
(c) Other kinds, dried, salted, 
smoked or pickled, per 
100 lbs. 3/6 7/
(d) Canned, ad valorem 10 p.c. 20 p.c.
(e) Fresh do. 10 p.c. 20 p.c.
16 Fruit, fresh: apples do. 10 p.c. 20 p.c.
17 Glucose, per lb. 2|d. 3d.
18 Grain, Flour, Pulse and Prepaia- 
tions thereof:
(a) Corn (maize), per 100lbs. 1/6 2/
(b) Oats, per 100 lbs. 1/6 2/
(c) Rice, per 100 lbs. 2/3 3/
(d) Rice, undressed, per 1/3 1/8
100 lbs.
(e) Wheat, per 100 lbs. 1/6 2/
(f) Other kinds, not to in­
clude pearl barley, per 
100 lbs. 3d. 4d.
1
*The importation of Foreign Coffee is prohibited by Law.
INo. 11.] The T ariff Amendment Law  1927.
Ferst Schedule, contd.
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Item Article. Preferential Genera 1
No. Tariff. Tariff.
Grain, &c., contd.—
Flour and Meal:
(g) Wheaten & Rye, per 196
lbs. 7/ 9/
(h) Other kinds, per 196 lbs 
Pulse:
1/6 2/
(i) Beans & Peas, whole (per
60 lbs.) & split peas (per 
70 lbs.) 9d. 1/
(j) Dholl, per 100 lbs. 1/3 1/8
(k) Other kinds, per 100 lbs. 
Farinaceous Preparations:
1/3 1/8
(1) Arrowroot and Corn
Flour, per 100 lbs. 3/1 4/2
19 Lard and Lard substitutes, per
100 lbs. 1 R . 6/3 12/6
20 Matches:
In boxes containing 50 matches 
(matches in boxes containing
a greater dr less quantity 
than 50 matches each are to
be charged in proportion) 
per gross of boxes ... 1/9 2/4
21 Meats:
(a) Fresh, ad valorem
(b) ' Canned, or contained in
15 p.c. 30;p.c.
jars, bottles or other 
similar vessels, ad valorem 10 p.c. 2 0 p.fi;
(c) Beef, Pork and Tongues,
pickled, salted or cured, 
per 100 lbs. 5/8 11/4
(d) Smoked or dried, per 100
lbs. 12/6' 25/
(e) Bacon, per 100 lbs. 12/6 25/
(f) Ham, per 100 lbs.
(g) Sausages, dry or pickled.
12/6 25/
per 100 lbs. 12/6 25/
22 Medicines and Drugs:
Opium, not including medi-
cinal preparations and 
medicinal compounds of 
opium, per lb. £1 £1 6s. 8d.
2? Milk:
(a) Condensed, as defined
in Section 2 of Law 18
of 1926 (weight of the 
tin to be included in the '
weight for duty), per 48 
lbn . 1/6 3/
The Tariff Amendment Law, 1927.
F irst Schedule, contd.
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Item Article. Preferential General
No. Tariff. Tariff.
Milk, contd.—
(b) Skimmed as referred to in
Section 9 of Law 25 of
1908 (weight of tin to be 
included in the weight 
for duty), per 48 lbs. .. 16/8 £1 13s. 4d.
24 Oils:
3fd. 5d.(a) Edible, per gallon
(b) Illuminating, including
kerosene and other re­
fined petroleum burning 
oils, per gallon 3d. 4d.
(c) Lubricating, per gallon 
(di Motor Spirit, including
3|d. 5d.
Benzine, Benzoline, gaso-
lene, naptha and petrol 
spirits generally, per gal-
6d. 8d.Ion
(e) Other kinds, excluding
25
essential, medicinal and 
perfumed oils, per gallon 4|d. 6d.
Paper:
Cards, playing, per pack (not
exceeding 54 cards per 
pack) 4§d. 6d.
26 Potatoes, per 100 lbs. 7£d. 1/3
27 Salt:
(a) Rock Salt, per ton
(b) All other including table
11/3
1/
15/
salt, per 100 lbs. 1/4
28 Soap:
Common Brown, Yellow or
Blue mottled and other 
Laundry soaps, per 100 
lbs. 2/6 3/4
29 Spirits:
£11 7s. 6d.(a) Brandy, (b) Gin £1 4s. 9d.
(e) Whisky
(d) Spirits of wine and
(e) Alcohol (including abso-
£1 4s. 9d. £1 13s.
lute alcohol and British
Colonial Rum*) per gal­
lon of proof spirit as 
ascertained by Syke’s or 
Sike’s Hydrometer; pro­
vided that in the cases of
(a), (b), (c), (d) and (e) 
in no case shall the duty 
be less per liquid gallon 
than as follows:
* The importation of Foreign Rum is prohibited by Law.
6 [No. 11.] The T ariff Amendment Law, 1927.
F irst Schedule, contd.
Item
No.
30
31
32
Article.
Spirits, contd.—
(a), (b), (d) and. (e): 
Preferential 21/, General 
23/8, (c): Preferential 21/, 
General 27/10, per liquid 
gallon • |
(f) Cordials and Liqueurs:
All kinds, including bitters
and flavouring extracts 
containing 40% proof 
spirit, per liquid gallon 
Unenumerated Spirits: not to 
include Bay Rum and 
dentrifices, toilet pre­
parations and washes:
(g) Potable, perfumed, if 
tested—per proof gallon: 
provided that in no case 
should the duty be less 
per liquid gallon than 21/ 
Preferential and 23/8 
General Tariff'
(h) Potable, perfumed—if not 
tested, per liquid gallon
(i) Spirituous Compounds,
not being methylated 
spirits, nor perfumery, 
nor medicines recognized 
by the British Pharma­
copoeia or the United 
States Pharmacopoeia, 
nor Medicinal Spirits 
and not otherwise enu­
merated containing 40 
per cent, of proof spirit, 
per liquid gallon
Sugar:
(a)
(b)
Refined, per 100 lbs. 
Unrefined, per 100 lbs. 
Tea, per lb.
Tobacco and Snuff: 
Unmanufactured:
(a) Leaf, per lb. 
Manufactured:
33
Cigars, per lb.
Cigarettes (the weight of ( 
cigarettes to include the 
paper covering), per lb .. 
Snuff, per lb.
Other manufactured to- i 
bacco, per lb.
Vinegar, per gallon
(b)
(c)
(d)
H
Preferential
Tariff.
£1 4s. 9d.
£1 4s. 9d.
£1 4s. 9d. 
£1 4s. 9d.
£1 4s. 9d.
6/3
6/3'.’,
V
2/6
10/
6/
3/6
4/
1/
General
Tariff.
£1 7s. 6d.
£1 7s. 6d.
£1 7s. 6d. 
£1 7s. 6d.
£1 7s. 6d.
8/4 
8/4 - 
1/4
3/4
13/4
8/-
4/8
5/4
1/4
The Tariff Amendment Law, 1927.
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Item
No.
Article. Preferential
Tariff.
General
Tariff.
34
Wine:
Of all kinds, including 
medicated wines, in bulk 
or bottle, containing not 
more than 40 per cent, 
proof spirit (wines con­
taining a greater propor­
tion of proof spirit to be 
classed as spirituous 
compounds)
(a) of a value of 12/  per gal­
lon and under and not 
exceeding 18/, per gallon 5/3 6/9
(b) of a value per gallon of 
over 18/ and upwards, 
pel' gallon 11/ 13/9
35
Wood and Timber— 
Unmanufactured:
(a) Lumber, sawn or hewn, 
undressed, by superficial 
measurement of 1 inch 
thick, per 1,000 ft. 6/9 9/
(b) Lumber, sawn or hewii, 
wholly or partly dressed, 
by superficial measure­
ment of 1 inch thick, per 
1,000 feet
(c) Shingles, Cypress, more 
than 12 inches in length, 
per 1,000
10/6 14/
4/6 6/
(d) Shingles, WaHaba, per 
1,000 4/6 6/
(e) Shingles, Boston Chips 
and all shingles not other­
wise enumerated or de­
scribed, per 1,000 3/ 4/
36 All other Articles: not in this 
Schedule particularly 
enumerated, or in the 
Second Schedule par­
ticularly exempted, or 
included in the Third 
Schedule or enumerated 
in the Fourth Schedule, 
ad valorem 15 p.c. 20 p.c.
In the case of specific duties, 
these rates to be charged 
upon any greater or less 
quantity of such goods, wares 
and merchandise respectively.

JAMAICA.
No. 12— 1927.
I assent,
[L.S.]
R. E. Stubbs, 
Governor.
19th April, 1927.
A LAW to validate the assessment of the Local Rate (Lighting) 
for the town of Montego Bay for the year 1927-1928, and to 
authorise the collection thereof.
[19th April, 1927.]
T I )  HEREAS a Resolution was passed by the Parochial Preamble.
Board of St. James on the Second day of 
December, 1926, that the Montego Bay Lighting Rate for 
the year 1927-1928 payable on the 1st April, 1927, be 
assessed in the sum of Five Pence on every Ten Pounds, 
or fractional part thereof of the value of all property 
within such town or district:
And whereas the requirements of section 11 of Law 
34 of 1900, which provides that “ the Local Rate for 
any town or district as fixed by the Governor in Privy 
Council shall be published in the Jamaica Gazette on or 
before the first day of March in each year, and shall be 
the rate for the ensuing financial year leviable and 
enforceable within the limits of such town or district,”  
have not been carried out, and no such publication has 
been made:
2 [No. 12.]
Short title.
Bute to be levied.
The Local Rale (Montego Bay Lighting) 
Validating Law, 1927.
And whereas it is necessary to validate and confirm the 
Resolution passed by the Parochial Board of St. James on 
the Second day of December, 1926, as set out in the first, 
preamble hereto, and to authorise the levying and collec­
tion of the said Lighting Rate for the town of Montego Bay 
as if the said rate had been duly published:
Be it enacted by the Governor and Legislative Council 
of Jamaica as follows:—
1—  This Law may be cited as the Local Rate (MontegO' 
Bay Lighting) Validating Law, 1927.
2—  The Lighting Rate of Five Pence on every Ten- 
Pounds, or fractional part thereof of the value of all 
property within the town or district of Montego Bay in 
the Parish of St. James shall be the Lighting Rate for such 
town or district for the financial year 1927-1928; and the 
assessment, levying and collection of such rate shall be 
deemed to be as good and valid and effectual to all intents- 
and purposes whatsoever as if all the requirements o f  
section 11 of the Parochial Finance Law (Law 34 of 1900) 
had been strictly carried out.
JAMAICA.
No. 13— 1927.
I assent,
[L.S.]
R. E. Stubbs,
Governor.
5th M ay, 1927.
A LAW to Amend Law 24 of 1924, the Pension (Special 
Qualification) Law, 1924.
[5th M ay, 1927.]
"DE it enacted by the Governor and Legislative Council 
^  of Jamaica as follows:
. 1— This Law may be cited as the Pension (Special short title and 
Qualification) Amendment Law, 1927, and shall be read conBtructiOB- 
and construed with the Pension (Special Qualification)
Law, 1924, (Law 25 of 1924) hereinafter referred to as the 
Principal Law.
2— The schedule to the Principal Law is hereby amended schedui^ Law^ 4 
by inserting between the words “ Dr. G. H. K. Ross, Senior 
Medical Officer, Public Hospital, Kingston”  and the 
words “ Dr. A. W. Thompson, District Medical Officer,
Chapelton”  the words, “ Charles Henry Yorke Slader,
Resident Magistrate, Saint Catherine. ”

JAMAICA.
No. 1 4 -1 9 2 7 .
I assent,
[L.S.]
R. E. Stubbs,
Governor.
5th May, 1927.
A LAW to Amend the Jamaica Hotels Law, 1904, (Law 15 of 1904.)
[5th M ay, 1927.]
D E  it enacted by the Governor and Legislative Council 
^  of Jamaica as follows :
1— This Law may be cited as the Jamaica Hotels short title and 
further Amendment Law, 1927, and shall be read and oon8tructlon- 
construed as one with the Jamaica Hotels Law, 1904, .
(Law 15 of 1904) hereinafter referred to as the principal 
Law and any Law amending the same or to be construed 
therewith. 2
2— Section one of the principal Law is hereby repealed ^  15
and the following section substituted therefor : “ bstStutld0'
“  1—Any person intending to erect a Hotel in this 1 
Island, containing not less than twenty bed rooms, 
may apply to the Governor in Privy Council for an 
import licence under this Law.”

JAMAICA.
No. 1 5 - 1 9 2 7
I assent.
H i
R. E. Stubbs,
Governor.
5th M ay, 1927.
A LAW to amend the Protection from Diseases (Plants) Law, 1925.
[5th M ay, 1927.]
O E  it enacted by the Governor and Legislative Council 
^  of Jamaica as follows :
1—  This Law may be cited as the Protection from Short title andJ construction.
Disease (Plants) Law, Amendment Law, 1927, and shall 
be read and construed as one with the Protection from 
Disease (Plants) Law, 1925 (Law 10 of 1925), hereinafter 
referred to as the Principal Law. 2
2— Sections 7 and 8 of the Principal Law are hereby Secs. 7 and 8 oi
, . . . .  - _/» Law 10 of
repealed and the following sections substituted thereior; repealed and
new secs, 
substituted.
“  7— (1) Every owner or occupier and every person 
having the charge or management of land who 
knows or suspects the existence of any notifiable 
plant disease on the land of which he is owner or
occupier or has the charge or management shall 
with all practicable speed give notice in writing to 
the Director of Agriculture of the fact of the land 
or of any plant thereon being so infected or sus­
pected and shall in such notice give all information 
in his power as to the extent and nature of the 
disease. The said notice shall be served personally 
on the Director of Agriculture or shall be addressed 
to him by registered post.
(2) It shall also be the duty of every tenant 
or occupier of any land, who knows or suspects the 
existence of any notifiable plant disease on the land 
of which he is the tenant or occupier or of which 
he has the charge or management, with all practicable 
speed to give notice in writing to the Landlord or 
actual owner of the land of the fact of the land or 
of any plant thereon being so infected or suspected, 
and he shall in such notice give all information in 
his power as to the extent and nature of the disease. 
The notice shall be served personally on the Land­
lord or actual owner or shall be addressed to him 
by registered post.
(3) Where the tenant, occupier or person having
the charge or management of land is charged with 
an offence under this Law he shall be presumed to 
have known of the existence of the disease, unless 
and until he shows to the satisfaction of the Court 
that he had not knowledge thereof, and could not 
with reasonable diligence have obtained that
knowledge.
8 If the owner, tenant or occupier or person 
having the charge or management of any land fai s 
to carry out any measures required to be carried 
out by him under any order issued or rule made 
under this Law the Director of Agriculture, or any 
person authorised by him in writing, may
enter on such land and may carry out any measures 
required to be carried out under the said order or
2 [No. 15.] The Protection from Disease (Plants) Law,
Amendment Law, 1927.
The Protection from Disease (Plants) Law,
Amendment Law, 1927.
[No. 15.J 3
rule and the cost of carrying out any such measures 
shall be recoverable from such owner, tenant, 
occupier or person as the case may be at the suit 
of the Director of Agriculture, or any person 
authorised by him in writing, as a civil debt before 
the Resident Magistrate for the parish in which 
jsuch land is situate.”

JAMAICA.
N o. 16— 1927.
I assent,
[L.S.]
R. E. Stubbs,
Governor.
5th M ay, 1927.
A LAW  further to amend the Parochial Loans Law, 1903,
(Law 20 o f  1903).
[5th M ay, 1927.]
BE it enacted by the G overnor and Legislative Council of Jamaica, as follow s:
1— This Law m ay be cited as the Parochial Loans short Title and 
Law further amendment Law, 1927, and shall be read 
and construed as one with the Parochial Loans Law,
1903, (Law 20 o f 1903) hereinafter referred to as the 
principal Law, or any Laws am ending the same or to 
be construed therewith.
2— The Parochial Loans Law Amendment Law, 1920, Law 36 of 1920 
(Law 36 o f 1920) is hereby repealed and the follow ing sec.^ ubstHuted* 
section shall be read as section four o f  the principal 
L a w :—
“ 4— Every Loan made to the Board under the 
authority o f this Law, shall be paid off within 
a period not exceeding fifty years, and in 
addition to the necessary contribution to a 
sinking fund, shall bear interest at the rate 
fixed by the Governor in Privy Council at the 
tim e of the raising o f such loan.”
[No. 16-] The Parochial Loans Law Further Amendment Law, 1927.
JAMAICA.
No. 1 7 -1 9 2 7 .
I assent,
{L.S.]
R. E. Stubbs,
Governor.
17th M ay, 1927.
A  LAW to Amend the Agricultural Produce Law, 1926 (Law 19
of 1926).
[ nth M ay, 1927.]
BE it enacted by the Governor and Legislative Council of Jamaica as follows:—
1—This Law may be cited as the Agricultural Produce Short and
construction.
Amendment Law, 1927, and shall be read and construed 
as one with the Agricultural Produce Law, 1926, herein­
after referred to as the principal Law.
2—Sub-section (5) of section 2 of the principal Law is 
hereby repealed and the following sub-section substituted 
therefor:—
Sub-sec. 5 of sec. 
2  of Law 19 of 
1926 repealed 
and new sub-sec. 
substituted.
"(5) A license of Class No. 1 in the first schedule to 
this Law shall not authorise the selling or buying 
of any agricultural produce, uncured or wet, or 
in the skin, pod, cherry or husk, unless the
2 [No. 17.] The Agricultural Produce Amendment Law, 1927.
Sec. 17 of Law 
19 of 1926 
amended.
Sub-sec. 4 of sec. 
24 of Law 1 of 
1926 repealed 
and new sub-sec. 
substituted.
applicant for the license has satisfied the Resident 
Magistrate by the production of a certificate from 
an Inspector of agricultural produce that he has 
made suitable arrangements for the curing of the 
said produce, and which in the case of cocoa, shall 
consist of proper means for drying by artificial 
heat or sliding trays, and in the case of coffee, 
proper provision for drying by means of mats, 
trays, barbecues, or artificial heat and the 
Resident Magistrate has noted on the license 
that he is so satisfied."
3— Section 17 of the principal Law is hereby amended 
by adding the following sub-section thereto:—
“ (2 ) It shall be lawful for an Inspector of agricultural 
produce to condemn any agricultural product 
under this Law which in his opinion is in such a 
condition as to be absolutely unfit for exportation 
and to forbid the exportation of the same and he 
may further order the seizure and destruction of 
the same. Such seizure and destruction shall be 
carried out under his superintendence by a non­
commissioned officer or member of the Constabu­
lary Force.”
4—  Sub-section (4) of section 24 of the principal Law is 
hereby repealed and the following sub-section substituted 
therefor:—
“ (4) being a licensed produce dealer or the agent of 
such produce dealer, exports or attempts to 
export coffee that has not been properly dried by 
means of mats, trays, barbecues, or artificial 
heat, r
Ja m a ic a .
No. 1 8 -1 9 2 7 .
I assent,
[L.S.]
R. E, Stubbs,
Governor.
17th May, 1927.
A LAW to amend the Parochial Boards Laws Consolidation
Law, 1901.
[17th, May, 1927.]
D E  it enacted by the Governor and Legislative Council 
of Jamaica as follows:—
1— This Law may be cited as the Parochial Boards short Title and 
Laws Consolidation Law, Amendment Law, 1927, and shall c0nstructI0n- 
be read and construed as one with the Parochial Boards
Laws Consolidation Law, 1901 (Law 17 of 1901) herein­
after referred to as the principal Law. 2
2— Section 26 of the principal Law is hereby repealed Sec. 26 of Law
and the following section substituted therefor:—  peaied^ nd’new
“ 26—A contract entered into between a Parochial f ^ oa subst1' 
Board and any member thereof, whether he be an
2ex-officio or elected member, or in which any such 
member is pecuniarily interested whether directly or 
indirectly, whether the contract be made before or 
after he became a member of such Board, shall be 
null and void unless,
if made after he became such member it has 
been entered into with the express sanction, or, 
if made before he become such member, it has* 
received prior to his nomination as a candidate 
or his appointment as an ex-officio member, 
the subsequent approval 
of the Governor in Privy Council.
The existence of any such contract, when so 
sanctioned or approved, shall not disqualify any person 
to be a member, whether ex-officio or elected, of a 
Parochial Board.”
i7°ofZi9o>/  Law ®—Section 27 of the principal Law is hereby amended
amended. by adding at the end thereof the following words:—
“ The provisions of this section shall apply to an 
ex-officio member as well as to an elected member of 
a Parochial Board.”
[No. 18.] The Parochial Boards Laws Consolidation Law,
Amendment Law, 1927.
JAMAICA.
No. 19— 1927.
I assent,
[L.S.J
R. E. Stubbs,
Governor.
17th May, 1927.
A LAW to Amend the D irect West India Cable Company 
(Further Powers) Law, 1926.
[17th May, 1927.]
BE it enacted by the Governor and Legislative Council of Jamaica as fo llow s:—
1—This Law m ay be cited as the Direct West India short Title and
construction.
Cable Company (Further Powers) Law, 1927, and shall 
be read and construed as one with the D irect West 
India Cable Company (Further Powers) Law, 1926,
(Law 37 of 1926) hereinafter referred to as the principal 
Law.
2—In addition to the powers and authorities Company 
conferred upon the Direct W est India Cable Company, convey Eleotrio 
Limited by the principal Law the said Company is te^ staiton. 
hereby authorised and empowered to transfer and 
convey by any wires, poles, or apparatus, erected under 
the principal Law, electric power from the terminus of 
the Constant Spring Tram way Line o f the Jamaica
Public Service Company Limited to the W ireless 
Station erected or being erected at Stony Hill Pen in 
the parish o f Saint Andrew by the said Company.
2 [No. 19.] The Direct West India Cable Company (Further Powers)
Law, 1927.
JAMAICA.
No. 20— 1927.
[L.S.]
I assent,
R. E. St u b b s ,
Governor.
27th M ay, 1927
The Appropriation Law, 1927-1928.
[21th M ay, 1927.]
TylTH EREAS of the amount of One million nine preambu. 
’  ’  hundred and twenty-three thousand six hundred 
and sixty pounds required for the service of the Civil 
Government of this Island and for other purposes for thie 
financial year to end the thirty-first day of March One 
thousand nine hundred and twenty-eight the sum of 
Five hundred and seven thousand three hundred and 
fifty-one pounds has been provided for by Law and it 
is now requisite to make a further provision of One 
million four hundred and sixteen thousand three hundred 
and nine pounds:
Be it enacted by the Governor and Legislative Council 
of Jamaica, as follows:—
1— The Treasurer of the Island shall on the warrant of Amount 
the Governor pay a sum not exceeding in the aggregate iwdaa 
One million four hundred and sixteen thousand three Mareh 3i928. 
hundred and nine pounds for defraying the several charges
2 The Appropriation Law, 1927-1928.
and expenses of the Civil Government of this Island, and 
for other purposes for the financial year to end on the 
thirty-first day of March One thousand nine hundred and 
twenty-eight set forth in the Schedule to this Law 
annexed’.
[No. 20.]
SCHEDULE.
Charges of Debt . . .  . .. . .  . .  £1,883;
Pensions . . .  . .  . .  6,360
Pensions of Widows and Orphans . .  . .  50
Governor and Staff . .  . .  . !  2,299
Privy Council . .  . .  . .  62
Legislative Council .. - ■■'>. . .  ■ ,4|| 8,180*
Colonial Secretariat , .  . S . .  8,021
Lands Department . .  . .  . .  . .  5,990>
Audit Department . .  ., , .  . .  5,981
Public Treasury .. .. . .  . .  6,620'
Currency Commissioners' . .  . .  ’ 1,448
Government Savings Bank S . . .  7,938
Clerks of Parochial Boards 300’
Collector General’s Department .. . i  ‘ 77,137
Post Office . .  . .  . .  . | . 92,969
Supreme Court . .  . .  . .  . 2,198
Law Officers .. . .  ;.. H  3,272
Kingston Court . .  . .  . . ;  1,850
Resident Magistrates’ Courts . .  .. . .  15,877
Administrator General’s Office . .  . .  . .  5,749
Medical—
General Administration . . 37,730
Hospitals and Lepers’ Home . .  . .  64,752
Lunatic Asylum 'ty h ty u m J*.1 ' . .  25,238-
Constabulary ■ :; . .  184,794
Prisons .. . .  . .  . .  48,392
Industrial School ‘ . . . .  V . . .  8,365-
Education ‘ . . j }  ' . .  168,731
Harbours and Pilotage . .  .. . .  2,584
Marine Bpard 5,873-
Imperial-Forces Allowances 'Ofi-Z . .  144
Local Forces : . .  9,524
Pensions and Gratuities, Returned Soldiers . .  1,185
Registrar General’s Dept, and Island Record Office . .  50
' Registration of Titles Office . .  . .  1,351
Government Printing Office . .  V,1 K  . .  13,461
Board of Supervision . .  . .  ‘^sj. 5-
Department of Science and Agriculture .. . .  30,128-
Agricultural Loan Societies Board . .  . .  1,375
Subventions . .  . .  . .  . 5 48,146
Miscellaneous . .  . .  . . .  . .  58,155
Railway . . .  . 101,002-
Public Works Department kiw i . .  44,515
Public Works Annually Recurrent .. ■ . .  263,143
Public Works Extraordinary . .  . ,  . .  48,182
£1,416,309
JAMAICA.
No. 2 1 -1 9 2 7 .
I assent,
[L.S.]
R. E. Stu bbs ,
Governor.
o
27th M ay, 1927.
A LAW  to regulate L ocal Forces in the Island.
[27th M ay, 1927.]
T>E it enacted by the G overnor and Legislative Council 
of Jamaica as fo llow s : —
Part I.— Preliminary.
1— This Law m ay be cited as the Local Forces short Title 
Law, 1927. 2*
2— In this Law, unless the context otherwise requires: interpretation. 
“ The Local Forces” means the Jam aica M ilitia
Artillery, the Kingston Infantry Volunteers, the 
Band and any other Corps raised by the Colony 
in accordance with the provisions o f any Law.
“ Company”  means com pany form ing part o f the 
Local Forces.
“Officer”  means a person holding the Governor’s 
commission as Officer in the Local Forces,
“ Regimental Officer”  includes the Commanding 
Officer and other Officers o f a U nit o f the Local 
Forces.
2 The Local Forces Law, 1927.
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“ The Commanding Officer”  used in relation to 
any particular U nit o f the Local Forces, means 
the Commanding Officer o f that U nit or, in his 
absence, the Senior Regim ental Officer actually 
present and doing duty with the Unit.
“ M ember”  means all Other Ranks in a Unit.
“Accoutrements”' means all equipment and arms 
in charge of a Unit.
“Actual Service”  means service under M ilitary 
Law by virtue o f a Governm ent Proclam ation.
“ The Arm y A ct”  means The A rm y A ct 1881 (Act 
o f  the Imperial Parliament 44 and 45 V ictoria  
Chapter 58) and includes all Acts am ending or 
substituted for the same, and also all articles o f 
war thereunder at any tim e in force.
“ Regulations”  means regulations and other 
matters governing the service, pay, discipline, and 
clothing, w hich m ay from  tim e to tim e be 
sanctioned by  the Governor in Privy Council.
“ Standing Orders”  means those permanent Corps 
orders as sanctioned from  tim e to time by the 
Governor.
Part II.— Constitution of Local Forces.
3—  (1) It shall be lawful for the'Governor on behalf o f 
His M ajesty to accept the service o f  any persons being 
British subjects desiring to join the L ocal Forces and 
offering their services to H is M ajesty.
(2) N othing herein contained shall be deemed to 
render it obligatory upon the Governor to accept the 
service o f any person. 4
4—  (1) The Local Forces shall consist o f such Head­
quarter Staff, Batteries o f  Artillery, Companies o f 
Engineers, Battalions or Companies o f  Infantry, or 
other Units or individuals as the Governor m ay 
determine.
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(2) The Governor shall have power to form any 
such company or companies into a regiment or 
battalion.
(3) Every Unit o f the Local Forces shall be 
designated by such style as the Governor shall direct.
5— It shall be lawful for the Governor to empower, 
by writing under his hand, any person or persons 
approved by him to enlist persons to serve as members 
of the Local Forces.
6— Every member o f the Local Forces, upon joining 
-the same, shall sign an engagement in the form given 
in Schedule (A) to this Law, or to the like effect, and 
the engagement shall be for three years, except in the 
case of the Band in which it shall be for four years. 
Within three months o f the termination of his current 
engagement a member may re-engage for further 
successive periods o f three years’ service, or four years 
if a member o f the Band.
7— Every member of the Local Forces shall, on his 
admission thereto, take the oath or make the declara­
tion set forth in Schedule (B) to this Law, to be 
administered by a Resident Magistrate, Justice o f the 
Peace, or an Officer o f the Local Forces who has duly 
taken such oath or made such declaration.
8— No officer or member shall continue to serve in 
the Local Forces after attaining the age o f fifty years, 
unless specially permitted by the Governor on the 
recommendation of the Officer commanding the Unit.
9—  (1) The Governor shall have the power to approve 
of the Local Forces being placed under the orders of 
the Senior Officer in command of His M ajesty’s Army 
in Jamaica for purposes of training and discipline and 
for the proper and effective enforcement thereof. 
When the Local Forces are so placed the Senior Officer 
in command of His M ajesty’s Arm y in Jamaica shall 
with regard to such training and discipline be deemed
Governor may 
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recruit.
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to have the same powers as are conferred upon the 
Governor by this Law in relation thereto.
(2) The Staff Officer o f the Local Forces shall be 
appointed by the Governor. He will be responsible for 
the expenditure o f the m oney voted by the Legislative 
Council and for the general administration of the Local 
Forces and should the Local Forces have been placed 
under the orders o f the Senior Officer in command o f  
H is M ajesty’s Arm y in Jamaica, as laid down in this t 
section, he will perform the ordinary duties o f a Staff 
Officer on the staff o f the Senior Officer. I f  not already 
o f the rank o f Captain he will be given such local, 
rank by the Governor, arid in any case will rank as- 
Senior Captain in the Local Forces.
(3) No person shall be an officer in the Local Forces 
unless he is a British subject.
(4) No person shall be appointed an officer in the-1 
Local Forces unless he, in the opinion o f the 
Governor, is capable of maintaining his position as 
such officer.
(5) A n y officer^fof the Local Forces who has been 
adjudicated a bankrupt shall ipso facto forfeit his 
commission.
(6) An officer o f the Local Forces m ay be called 
upon to resign his commission if, in the opinion o f the 
Governor, he is unable to maintain his position as such 
officer, or has shown him self to be unfitted for tbe 
position o f an officer.
(7) No appointment made under this section shall 
be deemed to be vacated by the death, resignation, or 
removal from office o f the Governor who made the 
same.
(8) Officers shall in the first instance be appointed 
on probation, and shall within one year o f their 
appointment pass such examination as may be directed 
by the Governor, and their appointment shall not be' 
confirmed until they have passed such examination : 
Provided that the Governor m ay excuse the examination
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in the case of any person who has been duly com ­
missioned as an officer in some part of His M ajesty’s 
dominions other than this Island.
(9) It shall be lawful for the Governor to make such 
honorary appointments in connection with the Local 
Forces as he shall deem fit.
10— The members of the Local Forces shall wear such 
uniforms as the Governor may direct, and such 
uniforms shall be supplied to them upon their enrol­
ment and renewed or repaired from time to time at 
the public expense under such regulations as the 
Governor may from time to time approve of.
11— (1) Such arms, accoutrements, uniforms and 
stores as the Governor may direct shall be issued to 
the Officer commanding a Unit on loan for the use o f 
the officers and members of the Unit and such officer 
shall be responsible for the proper care, use and custody 
of such arms, accoutrements, uniforms and stores.
(2) Every officer or member of a Unit shall pay 
through the officer commanding the Unit the cost o f 
repairing or replacing any rifle, accoutrements or 
uniform damaged, destroyed, or lost by such officer or 
member and shall also pay for any ammunition 
expended by him in excess of the amount to which he 
was entitled.
(8) Whether any sum payable by an officer or a 
member under the last preceding subsection can be 
recovered from him or not, repayment o f the same 
shall be made to the Government by the Officer com ­
manding the Unit for whose reimbursement the funds 
of the Unit to which the Officer or member belongs 
shall be liable.
12— An inspection of the Local Forces or o f any part 
thereof shall be held at such times and by such officer 
as the Governor may order.
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13—  To every officer and member of the Local Forces- 
qualifying in any year as efficient, there shall, subject 
to regulations to be made by the Governor for the 
purpose o f this section, be paid such sum as the 
Governor may approve from such m oneys as may be- 
voted by the Legislative Council for the purpose.
14—  All moneys subscribed by or to or for the use o f  
any Unit, and all effects and other property belonging 
to any Unit, and the exclusive right to sue for and 
recover current subscriptions, arrears o f subscriptions, 
and other moneys due to any Unit shall vest in the 
Officer commanding the Unit for the time being and his- 
successors in office, with power for him and them, with 
the sanction of the Governor, to bring actions, to make 
contracts and conveyahces, and to do all other lawful 
things in respect o f or relating to the same, and any 
civil or criminal proceedings taken by virtue of this 
section by the Officer commanding a Unit, shall not be 
discontinued or abated by his death, resignation or 
removal from office, but m ay be carried on by and in 
the name o f his successors.
15—  A committee composed of two officers and not 
less than two members of the Unit may make rules not 
inconsistent |with the provisions o f this Law for the 
management of the property belonging or entrusted to 
the Unit and o f the finances, other than m oneys voted 
by the Legislative Council, and civil affairs o f the Unit 
and for their own guidance, provided that any such 
rules shall not have effect unless and until the Officer 
commanding the Unit shall have approved the same 
and shall have transmitted the same to the Governor 
for his approval and such approval shall have been 
notified by the Governor to the Officer commanding the 
Unit, to be by him forthwith communicated to the 
Unit, whereupon the rules so approved shall be binding; 
on the officers and members o f the Unit and shall be 
published in the Jamaica Gazette.
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16— The members o f every Unit shall parade with or Parade, 
without arms at such times and places as the Officer 
c o m m a n d i n g  the Unit may direct.
17—  (1) The Governor may at any time convene a Courts of in- 
Court of Inquiry, composed o f officers or other persons quuT‘
or of both, to inquire into any matter relative to the 
Local Forces or to any Unit or to any part thereof, or 
to any officer or member of the Local Forces and to 
record the facts and circum stances ascertained in such 
inquiry and, if  required, to report upon the same for 
his information, but the Court shall not record any 
opinion on the Conduct of an officer or member, unless 
so directed in the instructions w hich should be full 
and specific. Whenever any inquiry affects the 
character or military reputation o f an officer or member 
full opportunity must be afforded to the officer or 
member of being present throughout the inquiry and 
of making any statement and of giving any evidence 
he may wish to make or give, and of cross-exam ining 
any witness whose evidence, in his opinion, affects his 
character or m ilitary reputation and producing any 
witnesses in defence o f his character or military 
reputation.
(2) The Commanding Officer o f any Unit m ay at any 
time convene a Court o f Inquiry, composed o f officers, 
to inquire into any matter within his Unit relative to 
or concerning any member thereof, and to record the 
facts and circum stances ascertained on such inquiry 
and if required to report their opinion on the same for 
his information and assistance.
(3) Every Court o f Inquiry shall have power to bring 
any officer or member of the Local Forces before it, 
either by summons or, if  necessary, by warrant o f  
apprehension directed to any police officer or constable 
and signed by an officer o f the Court, but the Court 
shall have no power to compel the attendance o f  
civilian witnesses.
The. Local Forces Law, 1927. [No. 21.]
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lg— (l)  Every officer or member o f the Local Forces 
when on actual service or on parade or military duty who 
shall be guilty o f any of the offences as enumerated in 
the Arm y Act may be arraigned on that charge and 
tried accordingly.
(2) The Commanding Officer o f a Unit is hereby 
empowered to levy fines as specified in Schedule (C).
(3) The Commanding Officer o f a Unit shall have the 
same powers as a Commanding Officer laid down in the 
K ing’s Regulations subject to the provisions of 
subsection (2) o f this section.
(4) The Commanding Officer o f a Unit is hereby 
empowered to convene a Regimental Court Martial for 
trial o f non-com missioned officers and men. The 
proceedings shall be confirmed by the Governor or the 
Senior Officer in command of His M ajesty’s Arm y in 
Jamaica.
(5) All fines inflicted for any o f the said offences shall 
go to the funds o f the Unit to which the offender 
belongs and if  not paid within ten days, shall be 
recovered summarily as civil debt before a Resident 
M agistrate by the Commanding Officer o f the Unit.
19— (1) The Commanding Officer of a Unit may, 
subject to such appeal to the Governor as is hereinafter 
mentioned, discharge from the Unit any membfer thereof 
and strike him off the strength either for disobedience 
o f orders by him while on duty with the U nit or for 
neglect o f duty, or misconduct by him as a member of 
the Unit; or for other sufficient cause, the existence and 
sufhciency of the cause to be judged by the Commanding 
Officer or, in case of appeal, by the Governor.
(2) The member so discharged shall, nevertheless, be 
liable to deliver up in good order, fair wear and tear 
only excepted, all arms, ammunition, accoutrements, 
uniforms and stores, being public property or property 
o f his Unit, issued to him and to pay all m oneys due or
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becoming due by him under this Law or under the rules 
or regulations either before or at the time or by reason 
of his discharge.
(3) Any member who feels aggrieved by such Appeai^ agmnst 
discharge may at any time within fourteen days after
such discharge appeal to the Commanding Officer o f the 
Unit, who will submit the appeal with his remarks to 
the Governor, and the Governor m ay cancel or confirm 
such discharge or give such other directions with 
reference thereto as to him m ay seem just and proper, 
and his decision shall be final.
(4) Regulations, conditions o f service, and all tissued onto 
permanent standing orders shall be issued on authority authority o f Go­
of the Governor.
(5) Amendments, alterations and additional para- Amendments, 
graphs of regulations, conditions o f service and 
permanent standing orders may be made at any time 
hereafter without reference to any officer or member
of the Local Forces.
20—Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions w ith When member
, may quit his
regard to engagement, any member of the Local Forces Unit, 
may, with the consent o f the Commanding Officer and 
the approval o f the Governor quit his Unit after such 
reasonable notice o f his intention so to do as the 
Governor may in each case determine. Any member 
of the Local Forces so quitting shall com ply with the 
following conditions:—
(a) He shall deliver up in good order, fair wear and Conditions, 
tear only excepted, all arms, ammunition, 
accoutrements, uniforms and stores, being 
public property or property of the Unit, issued
to him.
(b) He shall pay all m oney due or becom ing due by 
him under the rules or regulations either 
before or at the time or by reason o f his 
quitting the Unit;
and thereupon he shall be struck off the strength by the 
Commanding Officer, provided the Commanding Officer
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with the consent o f the Governor, shall have full power 
at all tim es to permit any m em ber o f the L ocal Forces 
to quit at once the Local Forces upon such member 
com plying with the conditions (a) and (b) in this section.
21—  The G overnor m ay by proclam ation, disband or 
diSbontinrte the services o f the Local Forces, or any 
part thereof, whenever it seeffis to him  expedient 
to do so, and may give such instructions as shall 
be necessary for carrying any such proclam ation into 
effect.
22—  (1) The Governor m ay m ake such regulations 
and standing orders, consistent w ith the provisions o f  
this Law, as he shall deem proper—
(a) for the form ation o f  com panies into a regim ent 
or battalion;
(b) defining and regulating parades, drills and 
inspections;
(c) regulating m usketry instruction  and rifle 
practice;
(d) fixing standards o f efficiency;
|§| fbgarditig the storing and issuing o f  arms and 
am m unition;
(f) regarding targets, butts and shooting ranges;
(g) respecting the com position and proceedings o f 
Courts o f  Inquiry;
(h) for the general im provem ent and good 
discipline o f  the L ocal Forces;
(i) for giving further and better effect to the
p iov is ion so f this Law.
(2) All regulations and standing orders made under 
this section shall be published in the Jam aica Gazette, 
and, when so published, shall have the force o f  Law.
(3) A copy o f  every such regulation and standing 
oi’dei* shall be furnished tcf every m em ber o f  the Local 
Force's.
23—  W henever any officers or m em bers o f  the Local 
Forces afb for any purpose serving w ith arty o f H is
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lla je s ty ’s Regular Forces they shall take rank and 
precedence with such Forces as if thev were Territorial 
Troops o f His M ajesty's Regular Army and shall come 
under the command of the officers o f His M ajesty’s 
Regular Forces in accordance with the rules and 
customs prevailing in the Regular Army, so, neverthe­
less, that the Local Forces shall, when and so far as 
the circumstances Of the service admit, be led by their 
•own officers under such cohimand. W hen serving under 
proclamation they will be subject in all respects to the 
provisions o f the Army Act.
Part III.—Actual Service.
24— (1) The Governor may by proclamation call out 
the Local Forces for actual service whenever it appears 
to him advisable to do so by reason of invasion or war, 
or apprehension o f invasion or war, or either of them 
or by reason of any internal emergeiicy threatening 
the security o f life or property.
(2) Whenever the Local forces are so called Out,’ 
every officer and member thereof shall attend at Once* 
iil obedience to the call, at such time and place as may 
be directed by the Governor.
(3) Every office* Or member of the Local Forces 
who, not being incapacitated for service by infirmity* 
duly certified by competent medical authority, absence 
from the Island, Or other good arid sufficient cause* 
refuses or neglects to obey the call, shall be liable on 
summary conviction before a Resident Magistrate to 
pay a fine not exceeding fifty pounds, and in default o f 
payment, to be imprisoned for any term not exceeding 
twelve rhonths.
(4) The period of such service as aforesaid shall 
continue as long as the Governor in Privy Council shall 
consider necessary, and shall be determined only by 
order of the Governor.
(5) Nothing in this Law contained Shall rerider 
any officer Or member Of the LoCal Forces liable to
When Governor 
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25— All officers and members of the Local Forces, 
when called out for actual service shall be entitled to 
such pay, rations, and allowances as are granted to 
Officers and Soldiers o f His M ajesty’s Regular Army.
26— All officers and members of the Local Forces 
who shall have received wounds or injuries on actual 
service shall be entitled to such pensions or gratuities 
as shall be fixed by the Governor in Privy Council 
provided that no pension under this section shall 
exceed the sum of fifty pounds a year and no gratuity 
under this section shall exceed the sum of one hundred 
pounds.
27—  (1) All officers and members of the Local Forces 
who, when called out on actual service, shall leave 
wives or families, shall be entitled to such relief for 
their wives and families during the period o f their 
absence on such service as the Governor in Privy 
Council in his discretion may award.
(2) The widows and families o f officers and 
members of the Local Forces who have been killed on/ 
actual service, or have died within twelve months after 
being wounded, o f wounds received on such service, or 
have died within twelve months from disease or illness 
contracted through or directly traceable to fatigue or 
exposure incidental to such service, shall be entitled to 
such pensions or gratuities as may be fixed by the 
Governor in Privy Council, provided that no such 
pension shall exceed, if  an officer, the sum of one 
hundred pounds per annum, and if  a member, fifty 
pounds per annum, and no such gratuity shall exceed, 
if  an officer, the sum o f five hundred pounds, and, if a 
member, the sum of one hundred pounds.
Part IV.— M iscellaneous.
28—  No import or other duty or tax shall be levied 
upon any arms, ammunition, musical instruments,,
13
uniforms or necessaries imported for the use of the 
Local Forces.
29—  (1) The provisions o f any Law for the time being 
in force relating to the storage o f gunpowder or 
explosives shall not, except so far as may be expressly 
provided by such Law, apply to gunpowder or explosives 
belonging to or appropriated by the Government to the 
use of the Local Forces or any Corps.
(2) The provisions o f any Law for the time being 
in force imposing a licence duty for keeping or using 
firearms shall not apply to rifles or other firearms 
issued to members of the Local Forces on the direction 
of the Governor.
30— If any person wilfully commits any damage to 
any butt or target belonging to or lawfully used by 
any Unit, or, without the leave of the Commanding 
Officer o f the Unit, searches for bullets in or otherwise 
disturbs the soil o f or near any such butt or target, he 
shall, on the prosecution o f the Commanding Officer, 
be liable on summary conviction before a Resident 
Magistrate to penalty o f five pounds for every such 
offence and in default o f payment or in default o f any 
goods and chattels whereon to levy, then to 
imprisonment for one month.
31—  (1) All arms, ammunition, accoutrements, musi­
cal instruments, uniforms and necessaries issued to 
any member of the Local Forces shall be and remain 
the property of the Government, and shall be produced, 
exhibited, and delivered to any person authorised by 
the Governor to inspect or receive the same.
(2) If any person designedly makes away with, 
sells, pawns, wrongfully destroys or damages, negli­
gently loses anything issued to or for the use of any 
member of the Local Forces, or refuses, or neglects, 
when lawfully required, to produce, exhibit, or deliver 
on demand anything which he is liable under this 
Law or the rules or regulations to produce, exhibit,
The Local Forces Law, 1927. [No. 21.]
Storage of gun­
powder, &c.
Licence duty not 
to apply.
Damage to butt 
or target.
Arms, &c., re­
main property of 
Government.
Punishment 
for selling, &c., 
anything issued 
to member.
14 The Local Forces Law, 1927.
Punishment for 
buying, &c., pro­
perty of any 
corps.
Commanding 
Officer may ap 
pear in R. M. 
Court by any 
Officer of Force.
Application of 
pecuniary pen­
alties.
Protection for 
acts done in law­
ful discharge of 
duty.
or deliver, the value thereof shall be recover­
able from him summarily before a Resident M agis­
trate, if he be a member of a Company, by the- 
Officer Commanding the Company, and, if  he be not a 
member of a Company, then by the Commanding 
Officer o f the Unit and he shall also for every such 
offence be liable, on summary conviction before a 
Resident Magistrate, to a fine o f five pounds and in 
default o f payment or in default o f any goods and chat­
tels whereon to levy, then to imprisonment for one 
month.
(3) W hoever knowingly buys or takes in exchange 
or in pawn from any member of the Local Forces or. 
person acting on his behalf, or solicits or entices any 
member of the Local Forces to sell or pawn, or know­
ingly assists or acts for any member o f the Local 
Forces in selling or pawning, or has in his possession 
or keeping without satisfactorily accounting for, any 
arms, ammunition, accoutrements, uniforms, musical 
instruments, or necessaries being public property or  
the property o f any Corps, shall be liable on summary' 
conviction before a Resident Magistrate, to a fine o f  
five pounds for every offence.
32—  In all proceedings under this Law before a Resi­
dent Magistrate, the Commanding Officer m ay appear 
by any officer o f the Local Forces, or the Officer 
Commanding a Company by any officer o f the Com­
pany, as the case may be, authorised by such Com­
manding Officer or Officer Commanding a Company in 
that behalf by writing under his hand.
33—  Every pecuniary penalty recovered summarily 
on the prosecution o f the Officer Commanding a 
Company shall be paid to that Officer and be applied 
as part o f the funds of the Company.
34—  (1) No action shall lie against any officer or I 
member of the Local Forces, nor shall he be subject to 
any penalty or punishment for any act or thing done
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by him while paraded in the lawful discharge of his 
duty, provided that the act or thing was done in pursu­
ance of a lawful command given to him by the 
Governor, or by an officer o f the Local Forces, acting 
under the authority o f the Commanding Officer for the 
time being or an Officer o f His M ajesty’s Regular 
Army, or in defence o f his post or person, or otherwise 
in the lawful performance of his duty.
(2) No action shall be brought against any person 
for anything done by him under this Law unless the 
same shall be commenced within three months after 
the act complained of has been committed nor unless 
notice in writing of such action is commenced.
(3) Every member o f the Local Forces shall be allowed 
a reasonable time for going to and returning from 
any drill, parade, or other service, and if in uniform he 
shall not be liable during such time or when on duty 
or at drill, parade, or other service, to have his person, 
horse, harness, or conveyance, arrested or taken in 
execution by any civil process issued out of any Court 
whatsoever.
35—It shall be lawful for the Treasurer to pay to the 
Staff Officer o f the Local Forces for the purposes o f the 
Local Forces out o f moneys voted by the Legislative 
Council, such sums in each year as shall be authorised 
by the Governor.
Part V.— The Band.
36— There may form part o f the Local Forces under 
this Law a Band which shall be composed o f a Band 
Master who shall have the Rank o f Lieutenant in the 
Local Forces and such number of Bandsmen and 
Apprentices as the Governor shall from time to time 
determine. The Local Staff Officer shall be the 
Commanding Officer of the Band-
Treasurer to pay 
Staff Officer 
sums voted by 
Legislature.
Band may form 
part of Force.
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Bandsmen to be 37— The members o f the Band, other than the Band 
mandfngOfficer! M aster shall be enlisted by the Commanding Officer.
The Band M aster shall be appointed by  the Governor.
Pay of Bands- 38— The Band M aster and the members o f  the Band
shall respectively receive out o f m oneys voted by the 
Legislative Council such pay and allow ances as m ay 
from time to tim e be assigned by the Governor in 
Privy Council.
Bandsmen toibe 39— The Band M aster and the members o f  the Band
t u t u  shall be provided with such uniforms, accoutrem ents, 
m usic and m usical instruments as m ay from  time to 
time be directed by the G overnor but such shall remain 
the property of the Colony and must be duly accounted 
for.
Bandsmen 40— Every member o f the Band shall, during his
general service, service therein, be exempt from  general service in the 
Local Forces.
41— Every person who is selected for enlistment as aoigu  en gag e-
ment. member o f  the Band, other than the Band M aster, shall
take the oath or make the declaration set forth in 
Schedule (B) to this Law w hich shall be administered 
by a Resident M agistrate, a Justice of the Peace or an 
Officer o f the Local Forces who has duly taken such 
oath or made such declaration. The enlistment o f  a 
member o f the Band shall be for a period o f  four years 
and he m ay be re-enlisted for a further period o f four 
years in accordance with the provisions o f this Law.
Duration of 42— The Band-M aster shall be liable to serve for four
M™ter°fBand y ears from  the date o f his appointment, but the 
Governor m ay at any time dismiss him  for m isconduct 
or accept his resignation or dispense with his services 
after giving him six m onths’ notice in writing to that 
effect.
Dismissal or dis­
charge of Bands­
man.
43— The Commanding Officer m ay subject to the 
G overnor’s approval at any tim e dismiss any Bandsman
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for misconduct or incom petence or accept his resigna­
tion, or discharge him after giving him six m onths’ 
notice o f his intention to do so.
44— (l) Every Apprentice shall be liable to serve for 
two years whether he is appointed or not to the rank o f 
Bandsman, but the Commanding Officer may dismiss 
any such Apprentice for misconduct, or incompetence, 
or accept his resignation, or discharge him after giving 
him three months’ notice o f his intention to do so.
(2) The engagement and conditions of service of 
.Apprentices in the Band shall be subject to such rules 
and regulations as the Governor may from time to time 
prescribe.
45— All members of the Band shall attend for instruc­
tion, drill and parade and for such other purposes, at 
such places and at such times as the Commanding 
Officer may from time to time appoint, and shall also 
play and perform in such numbers and on such 
occasions as he m ay from time to time direct.
46— The Governor m ay require the Band or any 
member or members thereof to reside in quarters or 
barracks.
47—  (1 ) Every member o f the Band who is sentenced 
to imprisonment under this Law shall forfeit his pay 
during each day on w hich he is so imprisoned. 2
(2) Every member of the Band who is found guilty 
of destroying or w ilfully injuring his uniform, accou­
trements, music, m usical instruments, or any other 
article supplied to him at the public expense shall, in 
addition to any punishment to which he may be liable, 
be liable to make good the loss or injury done to such 
uniform, accoutrements, music, m usical instruments or 
other article, by w eekly deductions from  his pay, in 
such manner as the Commanding Officer may direct.
Apprentices.
Bandsmen to 
attend drills and 
parades, &c.
Bandsmen may 
be required to 
reside in bar­
racks.
Pay forfeited 
while Bandsman 
is imprisoned.
Bandsman liable 
to pay for loss 
or damage to 
uniform, &c.
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Period of ab­
sence from duty 
owing to im­
prisonment not 
to count for 
service.
Band at disposal 
o f Governor.
Application of 
Fines.
Application of 
earnings of 
Band.
Construction of 
Law.
Law 37 of 1914 
repealed.
48—  If any member o f the Band is absent from h is 
duty during any portion o f the time limited by h is 
engagement by reason o f his imprisonment, whether 
under sentence of a Court M artial or of any other Court 
duly authorised to pass such sentence, or by reason o f  
his confinement for debt, or by reason o f his desertion, 
such portion o f his time shall not be reckoned as part 
of the term of service for which he has been engaged.
49— The services o f the Band M aster and of the 
Members of the Band shall be wholly at the disposal o f 
the Governor, and they shall at all times be amenable 
to discipline as in His M ajesty’s Regular Arm y and be 
liable to be dealt with as laid down in section 17 of this 
Law.
50— All fines inflicted on any member of the Band 
under this Law or under the regulations shall be 
deducted from his pay and shall be paid by the Com­
manding Officer to the credit o f a fund from which 
special rewards to Bandsmen and Band Apprentices, 
the cost o f upkeep of recreation rooms, o f sporting 
outfits and of the provision o f amusements m ay be paid.
51—  One half o f all m oneys earned from performances 
given by the Band shall be paid to the Treasurer for 
the general revenue o f the Island ; the remainder shall 
be administered by a Committee composed o f the Local 
Staff Officer, the Bandmaster and one member to be 
elected by the Band.
P a r t  V I.— C o n s t r u c t io n  o f  L a w  a n d  R e p e a l  o f  
La w  37 OF 1914.
52—  This Law, so far as its provisions are not incon­
sistent therewith, shall be read and construed with the 
M ilitia Law 1879 (Law 35 of 1879) and all Laws 
amending the same.
53—  The Volunteer Force Law (Law 37 of 1914) is 
hereby repealed.
[No. 21.]
SCHEDULE (A).
Engagement to be signed by Member of the Local Forces.
I (insert the name, address and addition of the member) hereby engage section 6. 
myself to serve in the
for a period of three years (or four years as the case may be) subject to 
the provisions of this Law, of any Laws amending the same, and the 
Standing Orders, Rules and Regulations thereunder in force.
Dated at this day of 19 \
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Signature.
SCHEDULE (B)
1. Oath to be taken by Member of the Local Forces.
I, A.B., do sincerely promise and swear that I will be faithful and Sections ^ and 
bear true allegiance to His Majesty King George V., (the Sovereign for 4i- 
the time being) his (or her) heirs and successors according to law, and 
that I will faithfully serve in the according to the
conditions of my service. So help me God.
Signature.
2. Declaration to be made by Member of the Local Forces.
I, A.B., do solemnly, sincerely, and truly, declare that I will be faith- Sections 7 and 
ful and bear true allegiance to His Majesty King George, V., (the 41- 
Sovereign for the time being (his (or her) heirs and successors according 
to Law, and that I will faithfully serve in the according
to the conditions of my service.
Signature.
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SCHEDULE (C).
Section 18 (2).
Offence. Limit of fine.
Disobedience of any regulation, standing order or general 
order where no other punishment is provided 
Disobedience of the order of, or insubordination to his 
superior officer, while on duty
Violence to any other member of the Force while on Parade 
Being improperly dressed, when in uniform, on or off Parade: 
for the first offence 
for every subsequent offence
Appearing on duty with uniform, arms or appointments not 
properly cleaned or cared for: 
for the first offence
for every subsequent offence ..
Appearing on duty not properly clothed, armed, or accoutred: 
for the first offence 
for every subsequent offence 
Talking in the ranks— 
for first offence 
for every subsequent offence 
Loading a rifle contrary to orders
Improperly pointing a rifle, loaded or unloaded, at any person 
Discharging a rifle without orders in a public place 
Infringing or disobeying any of the rules of target practice .. 
Absence from parade without leave, unless prevented by 
illness, absence from the Island, or some reason satis­
factory to the Officer Commanding the Unit 
Any act tending to the discredit of the Local Forces
£ s. d.
3 0 0
5 0 0
5 0 0
0 1 0
0 2 6
0 1 0
0 2 6
0 1 0
0 2 6
0 1 0
0 2 6
0 1 0
5 0 0
1 0 0
1 0 0
5 0 0
1 0 0
JAMAICA.
No. 22— 1927.
[L.S.]
I assent,
R . E . St u b b s , 
Governor.
5th November,^1927.
A LAW to allow and confirm certain expenditure incurred in the
Financial Year, 1926-27.
[5th November, 1927.]
HE REAS expenditure was necessarily incurred dur- Preamble.
"  v ing the Financial year, 1926-27, on certain services 
not provided for by Law 10 of 1926.
Be it enacted by the Governor and Legislative Council 
of Jamaica as follows:—
1— This Law may be cited as the Supplementary short Title. 
Appropriation (1926-27) Law, 1927. 2
2— The expenditure during the Financial Year, 1926- Amount author- 
1927, to the amount of Forty-Nine Thousand and Fifty- cial Year ' 
Four Pounds, Fifteen Shillings and Six pence three I926'27' 
farthings on certain services set forth in the Schedule to
this Law and not provided for or not fully provided for by 
Law 10 of 1926, is hereby allowed and confirmed.
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S c h e d u l e .
I. Charges of Debt 
VI. Legislative Council 
XI. Currency Commissioners 
XVI. Post Office 
XVII. Supreme Court 
X X II. Medical—General Administration 
X XV . Constabulary 
X X X II. Local Forces
X X X V III. Department of Science and Agriculture 
X X X IX . Agricultural Loan Societies Board 
XLI. Miscellaneous 
XLII. Jamaica Government Railway 
XLIII. Public Works Department
£  s. d_ 
2,371 13 5 
972 2 0 
40 15 8 
935 18 I f
254 4 6 
1,817 15 11
680 7 5
255 8 5 
6,179 3 11
37 16 7 
34,600 4 3 
878 2 8 
31 2 7
£49,054 15 6 iHc
o 
I
JAMAICA.
No. 23— 1927.
1 assent,
[L.S.]
R . E . St u b b s , 
Governor.
5th November, 1927.
A LAW to amend the Civil Service W idows and Orphans Pension 
Fund Law, 1904 (Law 21 o f 1904).
[5th November, 1927.]
T»E it enacted by the Governor and Legislative Council 
of Jamaica as follows:—
1— This Law may be cited as the Civil Service Short Titieiand
construction.
Widows and Orphans Pensions Fund Amendment Law,
1927 and shall be read and construed as one with the 
Civil Service Widows and Orphans Pension Fund Law,
1904 (Law 21 o f 1904) hereinafter referred to as the 
principal Law and any Laws amending the same.
2— For the purposes o f the principal Law when the contributor
I • when divorced
marriage of any contributor has been annulled or deemed
widower.
dissolved by the decree of any competent Court, the 
wife party to such marriage shall for all purposes of 
this Law be deemed to have died and the contributor 
to have become a widower at the date of such decree.

JAMAICA.
No. 24— 1927.
[L.c.]
I assent,
R. E. St u b b s ,
Governor.
5th November 1927.
A  L A W  to amend the Bastardy Law, 1926, (Law 12 o f  1926). 
[5th November, 1927.]
it enacted by  the G overnor and Legislative Council 
o f Jamaica, as follow s:—
1— This ,Law m ay be cited as the Bastardy Law short Title and 
Amendment Law, 1927, and shall be read and construed 
as one with the Bastardy Law, 1926 (Law 12 o f  1926) 
hereinafter referred to as the principal Law.
2— The follow ing proviso shall be added to section Subjection  i of
■ 'i section 4 of Law
4  (1) o f  the principal L a w :-^  12 of 1926
amended.
“ Provided that whenever it m ay appear to any 
Resident M agistrate necessary to appoint an 
additional Collecting Officer or Officers for his 
parish, the Resident M agistrate m ay with the 
approval o f the G overnor appoint such additional 
Collecting Officer or Officers.”

JAMAICA.
No. 2 5 — 1927.
[L.S.]
I assent,
R . E . S t u b b s , 
Governor.
5th November, 1927.
A  LAW  to provide for the Trial " in  camera”  of Cases against
Children.
[5th November, 1927.]
D E  it enacted by the Governor and Legislative Council 
^  of Jamaica, as follows :—
1—  This Law may be cited as the Trial of Children Law, short Title. 
1927.
2—  In this Law, the expression “  Child ”  shall mean any interpretation, 
person under the age of fourteen years. 3
3—  When any offence is charged against any child in any power of Court 
Resident Magistrate’s Court or Court of Petty Sessions in camera ”ases "in 
Jamaica, it shall be lawful for the Resident Magistrate or 
presiding Justices, if he or they think fit, to order that the
case against such child be heard " in  camera” ; and no 
person other than the Clerk of the Courts, the parties to 
the. proceedings, and their legal advisers and the witnesses, 
shall be allowed to remain in the Court room during the 
hearing of any such case, except by and with the permission 
of the Resident Magistrate or presiding Justices.

JAMAICA.
No. 26— 1927 .
[L.S.J
I assent
R . E . S t u b b s ,
Governor.
14th November, 1927.
A L A W  further to am end' the S econdary E ducation  Law , 1914
(Law 34 of 1914).
[14th November, 1927.]
T > E  it enacted by the G overnor and Legislative Council 
of Jam aica as fo llow s :—  12
1—  This Law m ay be cited as the Secondary E ducation short Title and 
further am endm ent Law , 1927, and shall be read and constructIon- 
construed as one w ith  the S econdary Education Law,
1914 (Law 34 o f  1914) hereinafter referred to as the 
principal Law and any Laws am ending the same.
2—  Sub-section (b) o f  section  12 o f  the principal L aw  Subjection (b) 
is hereby amended by  substituting the figures “ 80”  for
the figures “ 60”  in the first line o f  the said sub-section. amended-

JAMAICA.
No. 27— 1927.
I assent,
[L.S.]
R . E . St u b b s ,
Governor.
14th November, 1927.
A LAW  to amend the Quit Rents Forfeiture Law, 1895.
[14th, November, 1927.]
T>E it enacted by the Governor and Legislative Council 
u  of Jamaica as follows:—
1 —This Law may be cited .as the Quit Rents Forfeiture short Title and 
(Amendment) Law, 1927, and shall be read and cons rued construc,;lc“' 
as one with the Quit Rents Forfeiture Law, (Law 13 of 
1896) hereinafter referred to as the principal Law and any 
Law amending the same.
2— If at any time after the coming into operation of this Amount payable 
Law any land in respect of which Final Judgment has been BoSd°o^ eaie 
given for the Crown under the provisions of the principal ^ rtFinal Judg" 
Law is sold by the Crown, the Parochial Board of the 
parish in which such land is situate shall receive out of 
the proceeds of the sale of such land such sum as may
2 [No. 27.] The Quit Rents Forfeiture (Amendment) Law, 1927.
Proviso.
have been due to the Parochial Board for rates in 
respect of - such land at the time of such Final Judgment: 
Provided, however, that the Parochial Board shall only 
be entitled to receive such sum after there shall have been 
deducted from the proceeds of the sale of such land all 
amounts which were due to the Crown in respect of 
such land at the date of the Final Judgment together 
with the costs of forfeiture and sale of the said land: 
And provided further that the Parochial Board shall 
not be entitled to any sum as aforesaid unless the sale of 
the land by the Crown takes place within a period of six 
years next after the date on which Final Judgment was 
given for the Crown.
JAMAICA.
N o. 2 8 -1 9 2 7 .
I assent,
[L.S.]
R . E . St u b b s ,
Governor.
23rd November, 1927.
A LAW to authorize the raising o f a loan for the relaying o f 
certain portions o f the track of the Jamaica Government
Railway,
[23rd November, 1927.]
t i t HEREAS by resolution of the Legislative Council Preamble.
’  ’  passed on the Thirteenth day of April nineteen 
hundred and twenty-seven, approval was given for the 
raising by loan of such sum not exceeding two hundred 
thousand pounds as may be needed to meet the cost o f 
relaying such portions of the track o f the Jamaica 
Government Railway as are urgently in need of 
replacement:
And whereas it is necessary to provide by Law for 
the raising of the m oney for the purpose aforesaid:
Be it enacted by the Governor and Legislative Council 
of Jamaica as follows:—
1—This law may be cited as the Railway (Relaying of short Title. 
Track) Loan Law, 1927.
2Authority to 
raise loan.
Application of 
loan.
Provison as to 
Sinking Fund.
2—  (1) The G overnor is hereby authorized to raise by 
the issue o f a loan either at one tim e or by instalments 
as m ay be convenient, a sum o f two hundred thousand 
pounds sterling and such further sum as may be 
necessary to defray the expenses o f  issue.
(2) The loan hereby authorized, or any part thereof, 
m ay be raised either by  the issue o f  stock or debentures,, 
or both, under the provisions o f the General Loan and 
Inscribed Stock Law 1921 (Law 12 of 1921), or under the 
provisions o f the Local Inscribed Stock Law  1891 (Law 
17 o f 1891) and any Law am ending the same, or under 
the provisions of the Local Debenture Law 1925 (Law 
9 o f 1925), or under the provisions o f the Raising o f  
Loans (Additional Powers) Law 1927 (Law 4 o f 1927).
3— The said sum o f two hundred thousand pounds 
shall be utilized in paying the cost o f  relaying such 
portions o f the track o f the Jam aica Governm ent 
Railway as are urgently in need o f replacement and 
o f  other necessary w ork in connection w ith such 
relaying.
4—  If  the loan hereby authorized or any part th ereof 
shall be issued under the provisions o f the General Loan 
and Inscribed Stock Law 1921 (Law 12 o f  1921), or o f 
the Local Inscribed Stock Law 1891 (Law 17 o f 1891) or 
any Law amending the same, or o f the Local Debenture 
Law 1925 (Law 9 o f 1925), then the contribution to 
Sinking Fund as contemplated by sections 13 and 27r 
sections 17 and 18, and section 4, respectively, o f  those 
Laws shall com m ence one year after the date from 
which the interest on debentures or stock to be issued 
under those Laws shall begin to run.
5—  The principal m oneys and interest secured by the 
debentures or stock issued under this Law are hereby 
charged upon and shall be payable but o f  the General 
Revenue and Assets o f the Governm ent o f  Jamaica.
[No. 28.] The Railway (Relaying o f Track) Loan Law , 1927.
JAMAICA.
N o. 2 9 -1 9 2 7 .
I assent,
[L.S.]
R . E . St u b b s , 
Governor.
6th December. 1927.
A LAW further to amend the Tariff Law, 1925, Law 4 of 1925. 
[6th December, 1927.]
t )E  it enacted by the Governor and Legislative Council 
0f Jamaica, as follows:—
1— This Law may be cited as the Tariff Further ®hort pS
Construction.
Amendment Law, 1927, and shall be read and construed 
as one with the Tariff Law 1925 (Law 4 of 1925), and all 
laws amending the same. 2
2— The First Schedule of the Tariff Law 1925 (Law ||p|jj|||§|of 
4 of 1925) as amended by the Tariff Amendment Law amended.
1927 (Law 11 of 1927) is hereby amended as follows:—
(a) By deleting item 4, and by substituting 
therefor
“ 4. Biscuits, bread and cakes unsweetened:—
(i) In bulk, i.e. packed in barrels or 
boxes not containing small internal 
packages per 100 lbs. ‘3s. Id .’
‘4s. 2d.’
(ii) Otherwise packed, per lb. ‘l§d .’ 
‘2d . ' ”
(b) By deleting the rates of duty in item 20 and by 
substituting therefor “  2s. 3d.”  “  3s.”
(c) By deleting the rates of duty in item 24 (a) and 
by substituting therefor “  Is.”  “ Is. 4d.”
(d) By deleting the words “  per 100 lbs.”  and the 
rates of duty in item 26 and by substituting 
therefor “ per lb .”  “ Id .”  “ 2d.”
(e) By repealing item 28 and by substituting there­
for “ Common laundry soap (not including 
flaked, powdered and similar soaps), per 
100 lbs. ‘3s. 6d.’ ‘4s. 8d.’ ”
(f) By deleting the rates of duty in item 32 (c) and
by substituting therefor “ 8s.”  “ 10 s. 8d.”
(g) By inserting a new item 36:—
“ 36. Cordage, not including string and twine, 
per lb. ‘l i d . ’ ‘2 d.’ ”
(h) ;B y  inserting a new item 37:—
“ 37 (1) Saccharin, including substances of a 
like nature or use, per oz. ‘2s. 6d.’ ‘3s. 4d.’
(2) Liquid preparations containing more than 
1 % of saccharin (including substances of a like 
nature and use to saccharin) for each part of 
saccharin or similar substance per cent, or 
fraction thereof per liquid gallon: ‘4s.’ ‘5s. 4d.’ 
Provided that no article shall be liable to 
a less duty under this item than would be 
payable were this item not included in this 
schedule.”
(i) By inserting a new item 38:—
“ 38. Sauce, ad valorem ‘20%’ ‘30%.’ ”
(j) By re-numbering as 39 the present item numbered 
36.
(k) By deleting the rates of duty in item 18 (a) and 
by substituting therefor “ 2s.”  “ 4s.”
(l) By inserting in item 32 after the word “ Leaf”
in the 3rd line the words “ not elsewhere 
enumerated.”
2 [*o. 29|’ The Tariff Further Amendment Law, 1927.
33—The Second Schedule of the Tariff Law, 1925 (Law 4 
o f 1925) is hereby amended:
(a) by deleting the words “  copper and tin ”  in 
item 19 and substituting therefor, the words 
“  metal or glass” .
(b) by adding thereto as item 33 “  Caustic soda,
silicate of soda, rosin and washing soda, when 
imported by a soap manufacturer for use in 
his trade as such.”
(c) By adding thereto as item 34 “ Leaf tobacco
suitable and intended for cigar wrapping.”
The Tariff Further Amendment Law, 1927. [No. 29.)
Second Schedule 
La w 4 of 1625 
amended.

JAMAICA.
No. 30— 1927.
I assent,
[L .S .]
R . E . St u b b s ,
Governor.
23rd December, 1927.
A LAW to regulate the Milk River Bath in the parish of Clarendon.
[23rd December, 1927.]
T>E it enacted by the Governor and Legislative Council 
* *  of Jamaica as follows:—
1— I n  this Law unless the context 'otherwise requires the interpretation 
following expressions shall have the meanings hereby 
assigned to them:—
“ Board”  means the Board of Management appointed 
under this Law.
“ Building purposes”  includes the erecting and the 
improving of, and the adding to, and the 
repairing of buildings; and a building lease is 
a lease for any building purpose or purposes 
connected therewith.
“ The Fund”  means the fund or account established 
under this Law.
“ The Property”  means the property described in 
the first schedule to this Law and any additions 
thereto made under the provisions of this Law.
2 [No. 30.] The M ilk River Bath Law, 1927.
“ Rent”  includes yearly or other rent, and toll, duty, 
royalty or other reservation.
Property vested 2 — After the coming into operation of this Law the
in arfonia1 see- property mentioned and described in the first schedule to 
this Law and any additions which may be made thereto 
by the Board under the provisions of this Law shall be and 
the same is hereby vested in the Colonial Secretary for the 
use and benefit of the inhabitants of Jamaica.
3—  It shall be lawful for the Governor:—
(a) to appoint a Board of Management for the 
property;
(b) on the recommendation of the Board of Manage­
ment from time to time to appoint such officers 
and servants as may be deemed necessary for 
the proper and efficient management of the 
property at such salaries or remuneration as 
he may think fit.
4—  (1) The Board of Management shall consist of the 
of Board. following person s:*
The Custos for the time being of the parish of 
Clarendon.
The Member for the time being of the Legislative 
Council for the said parish.
The Superintending Medical Officer for Jamaica.
The Director of Public Works.
Three other members appointed annually by the 
Governor on the nomination of the Parochial 
Board for the parish of Clarendon.
The Custos for the said parish shall be ex-officio chairman 
of „ the Board of Management.
Chairman. (2 ) In the absence of the chairman from any meeting
the members present shall from their number elect a 
chairman for the purpose of such meeting.
Board to be (3) The Board shall be a body corporate under the name 
body corporate. rp^g M i l k  River Bath Board and may sue or be sued by
that name and shall have perpetual succession and may 
have and use a common seal. The Board may do all such 
acts and take all such proceedings as may be necessary 
for performing the duties imposed on it by this Law or for 
the purpose of carrying out the provisions of this Law.
G o  v e r n  o r ’s 
p o w e r  t o 
appoint Board of 
M a n a g e m e n t  
and Officers.
Composition
on/4 nA nefltu tm n
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(4) The powers of the Board shall not be affected by any 
vacancy in the membership thereof.
(5) At all meetings of the Board three members shall 
constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. The 
chairman at any meeting shall have an original vote on all 
questions and also a casting vote if the votes be equally 
divided. The chairman of the Board shall have full power 
to call meetings of the Board and shall call such meeting 
on the requisition of any three members.
(6) Any minute made of proceedings at meetings of the 
Board if signed by any person purporting to be the chairman 
either of the meeting of the Board at which such proceedings 
took place or of the next ensuing meeting of the Board, 
or a certified copy thereof under the Seal of the Board and 
signed by the Secretary, shall be received in evidence in 
all legal proceedings without further proof, and, until the 
contrary is proved, every meeting of the Board in respect 
of which minutes have been so made, shall be deemed to 
have been duly convened and held, and all the members 
thereof to have been duly qualified to act.
(7) The members of the Board and the Secretary thereof 
shall be exempt from personal responsibility in respect of 
any suit or proceedings against them or any of them as 
such; any sum of money, damages, or costs, which may be 
recovered against them, or any of them, for any contract, 
act or omission as such members or Secretary shall be 
charged upon and paid with the sanction of the Governor 
in Privy Council out of general revenue.
(8) The Governor in Privy Council shall h ve the power 
to veto any resolution of the Board.
5—(1) It shall be lawful for the Board with the approval 
of the Governor in Privy Council and subject to the 
consent of the Legislative Council to lease the property or 
any part thereof or any easement, right or privilege of any 
kind over or in relation to the same for any purpose approved 
by the Governor in Privy Council whether involving waste 
or not for any term not exceeding:—
(a) in the case of a building lease, ninety-nine years;
(b) in case of any other lease, forty years.
Vacancy not to 
affect powers.
Quorum and 
voting.
Validity o f  
Minutes.
Exemption from 
liability of 
Members and 
Secretary.
Veto power of 
Governor.
Power to lease
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Building leases.
Rental in case of 
Building lease.
Provision in 
lease for sick 
infirm and 
necessitous 
persons.
Improvement 
and additions 
to buildings, &c.
Duties ofBoard.
(2) Every building lease shall be made partly in con­
sideration of the lessee, or some other person, having 
erected, or agreeing to erect, buildings, new or additional, 
or having improved or repaired, or agreeing to improve or 
repair, buildings, or having executed, or agreeing to execute, 
on the property leased, or part thereof, any improvement 
authorised by the Governor in Privy Council for or in 
connection with building purposes.
(3) In the case of a building lease, a rent less than 
the rent ultimately payable, may be made payable fori 
the first five years or any less part of the term.
(4) Notwithstanding anything hereinbefore contained it 
shall not be lawful to make any lease of the property unless 
such lease shall contain adequate provisions for the reception 
and accommodation of sick and infirm persons at such rates 
and charges as shall from time to time be approved by the 
Governor in Privy Council; and in the case of necessitous, 
sick and infirm persons who are unable to make any payment, 
unless such lease shall provide that one or more 
of the baths on the property shall be open to the public 
without payment.
6—  It shall be lawful for the Board with the approval of 
the Governor in Privy Council from time to time to add any 
buildings to the property or to improve the accommodation 
provided on the property out of the Fund or out of such 
moneys as may from time to time be voted by the 
Legislative Council.
7—  It shall be the duty of the Board, subject to the pro­
visions of this Law:—
(a) To manage and control the property.
(b) To keep the buildings and baths thereon in 
proper condition, maintenance and repair.
(c) To cause to be kept proper accounts of all 
receipts and disbursements made in connection 
with the property which accounts shall be 
subject to the audit of the Auditor-General.
(d) On or before the 31st day of March in each year 
to cause a report of their proceedings for the 
previous calendar year in such form and with
[No. 30.]
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such particulars as the Governor may from 
time to time direct to be prepared; such annual 
report shall be laid before the Legislative 
Council within twenty-one days after the same 
shall have been prepared if the Legislative 
Council be then sitting or within fourteen days 
after the commencement of the next Session.
8— All sums of money arising by virtue of any lease where junds to 
made under this Law or received by or on behalf of the e 0 ge ' 
Board in connection with the property shall be paid into
a bank to the credit of an account to be called “  The 
Milk River Bath Fund,”  and all disbursements on account 
of the property shall be made therefrom and from such 
other moneys as may from time to time be voted by the 
Legislative Council.
9— It shall be lawful for the Board with the approval of Regulations, 
the Governor in Privy Council to make regulations for all power t0 make' 
or any of the following purposes:—
(a) Defining and prescribing the duties of any 
officer or servant employed under this Law.
(b) Regulating the conduct of the proceedings of the 
Board;
(c) Generally, for carrying into full effect the 
provisions of this Law.
10— The Laws specified in the second schedule to this Laws repealed 
Law are hereby repealed to the extent stated in the third
column of the said schedule.
11— This Law may be cited as the Milk River Bath Law, short Title. 
1927.
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1
FIRST SCHEDULE.
All that parcel of land comprising one half acre acquired by the Deed 
of Conveyance bearing date on or about the 15th day of October, 1791 
from Jonathan Ludford Esquire to certain persons named in the Deed, 
together with all land from time to time acquired by conveyance, 
namely:—five acres of land part of Milk Pen in the parish of Clarendon, 
the title of which is registered at Volume 102 folio 42 in the Office of the 
Registrar of Titles under the provisions of the Registration of Titles 
Law, and two hundred and forty acres of land in the parish of Clarendon 
known by the name of Vigas described in the Deed of Conveyance 
between the Colonial Secretary of Jamaica of the first part, the Officer 
administering the Government of Jamaica of the second part and the 
Directors of the Milk River Bath of the third part, dated the 31st day 
of July 1900, and which is recorded in the Island Record Office at 
Liber, New Series, 132 folio 214 and of which the size is 247 acres and 
the boundaries generally are, Northerly on Milk Pen, Easterly and 
Southerly on Milk River and Westerly on Milk Pen and Ronaldson’s 
Vigas.
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SECOND SCHEDULE.
No. of Law 
and Year. Title. Extent of repeal.
33 George III 
c. 19 (A.D. 
1792).
An Act for appointing 
certain persons a Body 
Politic and directions for 
the Bath of Milk River 
in the parish of Vere.
The whole Law.
44 George III 
c. 29 (A.D. 
1803).
An Act for adding Com­
missioners to the Milk 
River Bath Corporation 
and increasing the grant 
thereto.
The whole Law.
Law 8 of 1868. A Law for the appointing 
of additional trustees of 
certain of the Charities 
and other Institutions of 
this Island.
So much of this Law as 
provides that the Mem­
bers of the Municipals 
Boards of the respective 
parishes shall become and 
be the trustees of the 
Milk River Bath.
The words “ Milk River 
Bath”  are deleted from 
the schedule to this Law.
JAMAICA.
No. 31 —  1927.
[L.S.[
I assent,
R . E . St u b b s ,
Governor.
23rd December, 1927.
A LAW to amend the Kingston and Saint Andrew Corporation 
Law, 1923 (Law 3 of 1923).
[23rd December, 1927.]
D E  it enacted by the Governor and Legislative Council 
^  of Jamaica as follows:—
1— This Law may be cited as the Kingston and Saint short Title and 
Andrew Corporation Amendment Law, 1927, and shall be construct,on- 
read and construed as one with the Kingston and Saint
Andrew Corporation Law, 1923, (Law 3 of 1923) herein­
after referred to as the principal Law, and all Laws amend­
ing the same. 2
2 — Section 209 of the principal Law immediately section 208 of 
succeeding Section 207 and wrongly numbered 209 is hereby amlndedf1923 
repealed and there shall be substituted for it a new section
which shall be numbered 208 and shall read as follows:—
“ 208— The Commissioner or the Corporation 
shall on or before the first day of January in each 
year, prepare and submit to the Governor „ true 
estimate of the income receivable and the expenditure
to be incurred during the financial year commencing 
on the first day of April then following, and the 
Governor shall submit the same to the Legislative 
Council, which may approve or amend the same. 
In considering such estimate for the purposes of 
approval or amendment of the same the provisions 
of Clause 8 of the Order in Council made at the 
Court at Balmoral on the third day of October in 
the year eighteen hundred and ninety-five by Her 
Majesty in Council shall be regarded as applicable 
to the financial matters dealt with under this 
section. No further sums shall be expended in any 
year thereafter than as provided in such estimates, 
unless the same shall have been included in a 
supplemental estimate of expenditure to be' from 
time to time submitted before the Legislative 
Council which may approve or amend the same. 
Provided that if the Legislative Council is not in 
session such supplemental estimate shall be sub­
mitted for approval to the Governor in Privy Council.
Provided that the Commissioner or the Cor­
poration may at any time during the year authorise 
a saving under any sub-head of expenditure in such 
estimates to be applied to meet an excess under 
another sub-head.
Provided always that in respect of any portion 
of such years as may have elapsed before the 
sanction of the estimate for such year, it shall be 
lawful for the Commissioner or the Corporation 
provisionally to expend in each week in respect of 
any matter any sum not exceeding one fifty-second 
part of the estimate for similar work, services or 
salaries in the previous financial year, or by leave 
of the Governor any such further sum as the 
Governor may sanction.”
Sections 224 and 3 — Sections 2 2 4  and 2 2 8  of the principal Law are hereby
228 o f Law 3 o f  ?■ ■ $?.: 1 J
1923 repealed, repealed.
section 231 o f 4— Section 2 3 1  of the principal Law is hereby amended
amended. 1923 by substituting the word “ defendant”  for the word 
“ plaintiff”  in the eighteenth line of the said section.
► [No. 31.1 The Kingston and Saint Andrew Corporation
‘ ' Amendment Law, 1927.
JAMAICA.
No. 3 2 — 1927.
[L.S.]
I assent,
R. E. Stubbs,
Governor.
23rd December, 1927.
A LAW to validate the Jury Lists for the Parishes of Kingston, 
Saint Andrew, Clarendon, Manchester and Westmoreland for the 
year 1927-1928.
[23rd December, 1927.]
\ \ 7  HEREAS doubts have arisen as to the validity of the Preamble.
^ V final settlement of the Jury Lists for the Parishes 
of Kingston, Saint Andrew, Clarendon, Manchester and 
Westmoreland for the year 1927-1928.
And whereas the words “ Special Juror-' have not been 
v ritten out opposite the names selected as special jurors 
in the Jury Lists for the Parishes of Kingston, Saint 
Andrew and Manchester for the year 1927-1928 in 
accordance with the provisions of Section 14 of the Jury 
Law, 1898 (Law 13 of 1898).
And whereas it is deemed advisable to remove all 
such doubts and to validate and confirm the Jury Lists 
aforesaid for the Parishes of Kingston, Saint Andrew,
Clarendon, Manchester and Westmoreland respectively
2 [No. 32.] The J u r y  L is ts  {K in g sto n , S t. A n d re w , C larendon, M anchester 
and W estm oreland) V a lid a tin g  L a w , 1927.
as valid and effectual Lists of the Common and Special 
Jurors for the said Parishes for the year 1927-1928.
Be it enacted by the Governor and Legislative Council 
of Jamaica as follows:—
Short Title. 1— This Law may be cited as the Jury Lists (King­
ston, Saint Andrew, Clarendon, Manchester and West­
moreland) Validating Law, 1927.
Validity of 
Lists.
2— The persons whose names appear in the Lists 
transmitted to the Registrar of the Supreme Court by 
the Inspectors of Police of the Parishes of Kingston, 
Saint Andrew, Clarendon, Manchester and Westmoreland 
as the Jury Lists for the said Parishes for the year 1927- 
1928 shall, as regards those opposite to whose names the 
words “ Special Juror”  are written, be the Special Jurors, 
and as regards the remainder be the Common Jurors 
qualified and liable to serve on the Juries for the Parishes 
of Kingston, Saint Andrew, Clarendon, Manchester and 
Westmoreland, as the case may be, for the year 1927- 
1928, and until the formation of a new Jury List for each 
such Parish, and the Lists transmitted as aforesaid shall 
be and be deemed to have been as good and valid and 
effectual to all intents and purposes whatsoever as if all 
the requirements of the Jury Law, 1898 (Law 13 of 1898) 
had been strictly followed.
JAMAICA
No. 33— 1927.
1 assent,
[L.S.]
R. E. Stubbs,
Governor.
23rd December, 1927.
A  LAW  to regulate Afforestation.
[23rd December, 1927.]
D E  it enacted by the Governor and Legislative Council 
^  of Jamaica as follows:—
1 — This Law may be cited as the Afforestation Law, short Title. 
1 9 2 7 .
2— In this Law "Forest Reserve”  means and includes interpretation, 
any piece or parcel of land declared by the Governor in
Privy Council to be a Forest Reserve. 3*
3— It shall be lawful for the Governor in Privy Council Governor’s
- I . .  • • • power toby Urder m Privy Council from time to time as occasion declare and 
may require—  K 7 e s .
(a) to declare to be a Forest Reserve any land in 
the Colony necessary to be utilised without 
acquisition or to be acquired for afforestation 
purposes;
(b) to acquire from the owner thereof any land which 
it is desired to declare to be a Forest Reserve ;
(c) to make regulations—
2 [No. 33.] The Afforestation Law, 1927.
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Method of 
arriving ;
Proviso.
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(i) governing the user, maintenance, or other 
dealing with any land declared to be a 
Forest Reserve.
(ii) prescribing the method of planting and en­
forcing the planting with suitable trees of any 
land necessary to be utilised for afforestation 
purposes;
(iii) generally for carrying into effect the pro­
visions of this Law.
4— Any owner of land forming the whole or a part of a 
Forest Reserve shall be entitled to be compensated out of 
such moneys as may from time to time be voted by the 
Legislative Council for any loss, detriment, or other injury, 
which he may sustain by reason of such land being subject 
to the provisions of this Law. The amount of such com­
pensation may be settled by agreement arrived at between 
the owner and the Surveyor General with the approval 
and confirmation of the Governor and in the absence of 
such agreement such compensation shall be determined in 
the manner in which questions of disputed compensation 
are determined under the Lands Clauses Law, 1872, (Law 
26 of 1872) or under any Law passed in amendment 
thereof or substitution therefor. Provided that in any case 
where the land forming a Forest Reserve has been let 
under lease or agreement during the five years preceding 
the coming into operation of this Law such compensation 
shall not exceed the sum representing three times the 
amount of the annual revenue derived by the owner from 
the said land and such annual revenue shall be determined 
by taking the average revenue derived by the owner 
during such period of five years. 5
5—  It shall be lawful for the Surveyor General or any 
person authorised by him in writing to enter upon any 
Forest Reserve declared to be such as being necessary 
to be utilised for afforestation purposes and to inspect 
the same and to do anything necessary for the preser­
vation establishment and maintenance of such land in a 
condition suitable for afforestation purposes.
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6—No person shall without the permission in writing of 
the Surveyor General cultivate any part of a Forest 
Reserve or cut down, uproot, prune, lop, or in any way 
injure or destroy any tree or shrub now or hereafter 
growing on any part of a Forest Reserve and any person 
guilty of an offence under this section shall be liable on 
conviction before a Resident Magistrate to a fine of one 
hundred pounds including costs and in default of payment to 
imprisonment with or without hard labour for six months.
Penalty.

JAMAICA.
No. 34— 1927.
I assent,
[L.S.]
R. E. St u b b s ,
Governor.
23rd December, 1927.
The Soap License Duty Law.
[23rd December, 1927.]
r » E  it enacted by the Governor and Legislative Council 
^  of Jamaica as follows :—
1— In this Law, unless the context otherwise requires : interpretation.
The “  Collector ”  shall mean and include the Collector 
of Taxes and the Assistant Collector of Taxes for the parish 
or district in which a Soap Manufactory is situated, and 
any person authorised by the Collector General to visit 
and inspect Soap Factories.
“  Soap Manufacturer ”  shall mean and include every 
person beneficially interested in or directing the manufac­
ture of Soap for sale. Provided that when there is more 
than one such person so concerned in such manufacture in 
connection with any one manufactory, the discharge by 
any one of such persons of any obligation imposed on them
License required.
Application for 
license.
Penalty
Duration of 
license.
Exis ing 
licenses valid.
Power to make 
regulations.
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by this Law, shall relieve the others of them of that 
particular obligation in respect of that manufactory.
2—  No person shall, after the coming into operation of 
this Law, engage in the business of manufacturing Soap 
for sale in this Island, unless such person shall, in respect 
of each Manufactory, pay a license duty of One Pound per 
annum.
3—  Every person who intends to become a Soap Manu­
facturer shall, before commencing such business, apply to 
the Collector General for a License and pay the duty 
thereon, whereupon the Collector shall issue a License.
The applicant shall, in his application, describe the 
premises in which he proposes to carry on his business.
Any person who shall, after the coming into operation 
of this Law, engage in the manufacture of Soap without 
having or obtaining a license as herein provided or in a 
place other than stated in the license shall, on conviction, 
be liable to a penalty not exceeding Fifty Pounds 
including costs.
4—  All licenses under this Law shall be for the period 
from the 1st April in the one year to the 31st March in 
the succeeding year. Provided that if any person shall 
commence business after the first day of April in any year, 
he shall pay the duty, or proportion of duty, for so many 
quarters of a year (the fractional part of a quarter 
being reckoned as a quarter) as shall remain of the current 
licensing year: Provided further that no person shall be 
deemed to commence business who has had a license in the 
same parish during the preceding year.
5— All licenses issued under any Law repealed by this 
Law shall be valid and continue to be in force under this 
Law.
6—  It shall be lawful for the Governor in Privy Council 
to make regulations prescribing the conditions under 
which the manufacture of Soap is to be carried on and
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the records and' other books to be kept, and generally 
for carrying into effect the provisions of this Law.
7—  Penalties imposed under this Law or any regulations 
made thereunder may be recovered before a Court of 
Summary Jurisdiction, and in default of payment the 
Court may order the offender, in the case of a fine of 
Twenty Pounds or upwards, to be imprisoned, with or 
without hard labour, for any period not exceeding three 
months, and in all other cases, to be imprisoned, with or 
without hard labour., for any period not exceeding thirty 
days.
8— This Law may be cited as the Soap License Duty 
Law, 1927.
9— The Soap Excise Duty Law, Law 26 of 1900, and 
the Soap Excise Duty Amendment Law, Law 39 of 1903, 
are hereby repealed.
Recovery of 
penalties.
Short Ti tie.
Repeal.

JAMAICA.
No. 3 5 -1 9 2 7 .
I assent,
[L.S.]
R. E. St u b b s ,
Governor.
23rd December, 1927.
The Match License Duty Law.
[23rd December, 1927.]
D E  it enacted by the Governor and Legislative Council 
^  of Jamaica as follows
1—In this Law unless the context otherwise requires : interpretation. 
The “  Collector ”  shall mean and include the Collector of 
Taxes and the Assistant Collector of Taxes for the parish 
or district in which a Match Manufactory is situated, 
and any person authorised by the Collector General to 
visit and inspect Match Factories.
“  Match Manufacturer ”  shall mean and include every 
person beneficially interested in or directing the manu­
facture of Matches. Provided that when there is more 
than one such person so concerned in such manufacture 
in connection with any one manufactory, the discharge
2 The Match License Duty Law, 1927.
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by any one of such persons of any obligation imposed on 
them by this Law, shall relieve the others of them of 
that particular obligation in respect of that Manufactory.
“ M atch”  shall mean and include Lucifer Matches 
and other similar articles used for producing fire by 
friction.
2— No person shall, after the coming into operation of 
this law, engage in the business of manufacturing 
Matches in this Island, unless such person shall, in respect1 
of each Manufactory, pay a license duty of One Pound 
per annum.
3—  Every person who intends to become a Match Manu­
facturer shall, before commencing such business, apply to 
the Collector General for a license and pay the duty 
thereon, whereupon the Collector shall issue a license.
The applicant shall, in his application, describe the 
premises in which he proposes to carry on his business.
Any person who shall, after the coming into operation 
of this Law, engage in the manufacture of Matches 
without having or obtaining a License as herein provided, 
or in a place other than stated in the License, shall, on 
conviction, be liable to a penalty not exceeding Fifty 
Pounds including costs.
4— All licenses under this Law shall be for the period 
from the 1st April in the one year to the 31st March in 
the succeeding year.
Provided that if any person shall commence business 
after the First day of April in any year, he shall pay the 
duty, or proportion of duty, for so many quarters of a 
year (the fractional part of a quarter being reckoned as a 
quarter) as shall remain of the current licensing year : 
Provided further that no person shall be deemed to 
commence business who has had a license in the same 
parish during the preceding year.
5— All licenses issued under any Law repealed by this 
Law shall be valid and continue to be in force under this 
Law.
Existing licenses 
valid.
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6—  It shall be lawful for the Governor in Privy 
Council to make regulations prescribing the conditions 
under which the manufacture of matches is to be carried 
on, the records and other books to be kept, and generally 
for carrying into effect the provisions of this Law.
7— Penalties imposed under this Law or any regulations 
made thereunder may be recovered before a Court of 
Summary Jurisdiction, and in default of payment the 
Court may order the offender, in the case of a fine of 
Twenty Pounds or upwards, to be imprisoned, with or 
without hard labour, for any period not exceeding three 
months, and in all other cases, to be imprisoned, with or 
without hard labour, for any period not exceeding thirty 
days.
8— This Law may be cited as the Match License Duty 
Law, 1927.
9— The Match Excise Duty Law, Law 12 of 1901, and 
A Law to amend the Match Excise Duty Law, 1901, Law 
12 of 1912 are hereby repealed.
Power to make 
regulations.
Recovery of 
penalties.
Short Title.
Repeal.

JAMAICA.
No. 36— 1927.
[L.S.l
I assent,
R .  E .  S t u b b s ,
Governor.
29th December, 1927.
The Dental Practitioners Law, 1927.
[29th December, 1927.]
T>E it enacted by the Governor and Legislative Council 
— of Jamaica as follows:—
1— The Office of the Registrar General of Births and Registry and 
Deaths shall continue to be the Registry Office of qualified Registrar* 
Dental Practitioners, and the Registrar General of Births
and Deaths shall continue to be the Registrar under this 
Law.
2— The Registrar shall keep a Register of qualified Reegtister t0 be 
Dental Practitioners as nearly as may be according to the
form A in the schedule to this Law.
3— A copy of the Register shall be published by the Register to be
Registrar in the first copy of the Gazette to be issued after Gazette3 *6 
every first day of M ay and first day of November.
Any copy of the Gazette containing the most recent copy Evidence o f
of the Register shall be prima facie evidence in all legal 
proceedings that the persons therein specified are registered
2 [No. 36.] The Dental Practitioners Law, 1927.
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under this Law; and the absence of the name of any person 
from such copy shall be prima facie evidence that such 
person is not registered under this Law.
4—  Every person registered under this Law shall be 
entitled to practise dentistry in this Island, and to demand 
and recover reasonable charges for dental aid rendered by 
such person and the cost of dental medicines and appliances 
supplied by him.
5—  No person, unless duly registered under the provisions 
of <? this Law, shall practice dentistry in this Island, for 
reward nor shall he be entitled to recover in any 
action any charge for any dental aid, advice, attendance 
or visit.
6—  The following persons, upon satisfying the Registrar 
by such documentary or other evidence of their right to be 
registered and upon payment of a registration fee of one 
guinea shall be entitled to be registered under this Law:—
(a) Any person qualified or entitled to practise 
dentistry in, or any person holding any qualifi­
cation in respect whereof he would be entitled 
to be registered in the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland under any 
Act for the time being in force.
(b) Any person who holds a diploma, license, or 
certificate, granted to him by any University, 
College or Institution recognised by the Governor 
in Privy Council, after and in consequence 
of his having passed through the course of 
study and examination in dentistry prescribed 
by such University, College, or Institution, and 
who has either passed the examination set by the 
Board of Examiners appointed under this Law, 
or was bona fide engaged in the practice of 
dentistry in this Island at the time of the 
passing of this Law.
(c) Any person who at the passing of this Law is 
and has been for not less than five years bona 
fide engaged in the practice of dentistry in this 
Island.
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(d) any person who at the passing of this Law 
was bona fide engaged in the practice of 
dentistry in the Island and who has passed 
the examination set by the Board of Exami­
ners appointed under this Law.
Ljnar
Provided, however, that on the coming into operation of 
this Law, all persons registered under the provisions of the 
Dental Practitioners Law, (Law 11 of 1905) shall be 
registered without payment of the registration fee.
7— The Registrar shall erase from the Register any entry 
which has been fraudulently or incorrectly made, and shall 
erase the name of any person who shall die or who has 
given notice that he has ceased to practise. The Registrar, 
shall also, provided he first obtains the sanction of the 
Governor, erase the name of any person convicted of felony 
or misdemeanour, either before or after registration.
8— Any person who—
(a) was at the passing of this Law bona fide 
engaged in the practice of dentistry in this 
Island or;
(b) holds a diploma, license, or certificate 
granted to him by any University, College, 
or Institution recognised by the Governor in 
Privy Council after and in consequence of 
his having passed through the course of study 
and examination in dentistry prescribed by 
such University, College, or Institution and 
who wishes to be registered under this Law,
may make application in writing to the Board of Examiners 
appointed under the provisions of this Law, to be 
examined.
9— There shall be established a Board of Examiners and 
such Board shall consist of the Superintending Medical 
Officer, one other registered Medical Practitioner and 
three persons registered under the provisions of this Law. 
The Superintending Medical Officer shall be Chairman of 
the Board of Examiners. The other members of the 
Board shall be appointed annually by the Governor.
Proviso.
Erasure of 
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10—  It shall be lawful for the Governor at any time to 
remove any of the members of the Board, and to fill up 
any vacancies thereon.
11—  (1) Any member of the Board may resign his seat 
thereat by letter addressed to the Governor.
(2) Any member leaving the Island shall inform the 
Governor in writing of the time he is likely to be absent, 
and the Governor may, if he thinks fit, appoint any other 
person registered under this Law to be a member of the 
Board during such absence.
12—  The Governor shall appoint some fit and proper 
person to act as Secretary to such Board, and there shall be 
paid to each examiner, except the Chairman, for each 
examination a fee of three guineas, and to the Secretary 
one guinea.
13—  Any candidate who presents himself for examination 
shall be required to deposit with the Secretary before the 
examination the sum of thirteen guineas to be applied by 
the Secretary in payment of the fees mentioned in the, 
last preceding section, and which shall not in any case! 
be returned to the candidate.
14—  On receipt of an application from any candidate 
to be examined, the Board of Examiners shall thereupon 
fix a time and place for holding the examination.
15—  The candidate shall first satisfy the Board of 
Examiners that at the date of the passing of this Law he 
was engaged in the practice of dentistry in this Island, or 
that he holds a diploma, license, or certificate granted to 
him as aforesaid and the Board of Examiners if so satisfied 
shall with reasonable despatch fully and fairly examine 
such candidate in dentistry accordingly; and if they find 
him sufficiently informed and skilled, they shall give him 
a certificate to that effect, and he shall then be entitled 
to be registered under this Law upon payment of the 
registration fee.
16—  In the event of a candidate being unsuccessful in a Subsequent 
first or subsequent examination, he shall not be permitted e!'ammat,on• 
again to present himself for examination, until the expira­
tion of six months from the date of such examination or
such longer period not exceeding one year as may be 
determined by the Board of Examiners.
17— Any person—  offence*.
(a) who shall fraudulently procure or attempt to 
procure himself or any other person to be 
registered under this Law, or shall aid or abet 
in such fraudulent procurement or attempt; or
(b) who, not being registered under this Law, shall 
hold himself out or pretend to be, or use or 
take the name or title of Dentist, or Doctor of 
Dental Surgery, or any name, title, or addition 
implying such qualification, or that he is a 
person specially qualified to practise dentistry; 
or
(c) who, not being registered under this Law, shall 
practise dentistiy for reward,
shall be guilty of an offence under this Law, and shall on 
summary conviction be liable to a penalty of twenty pounds Penalty, 
or to be imprisoned with or without hard labour for six 
months: Provided that a person shall not be guilty of an 
offence under clauses (b) and (c) if he shows that he has 
been registered and continues to be entitled to be registered 
under this Law, but that his name has been erased on the 
ground only that he has ceased to practise.
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18—Any Registrar or other person who knowingly shall Fal3? entry “  
fraudulently make, or cause, or permit to be made, any egister’ 
false or incorrect entry in the Register, or any copy thereof, 
shall be guilty of an offence and shall on summary Penalty, 
conviction be liable to imprisonment with or without 
hard labour for twelve months.
19—A prosecution for any offence under this Law, shall Attorney General 
not be instituted without the sanction of the Attorney p S IlS I , 
General.
20 Any person registered under this Law shall be exempt Exemption 
from service on Juries. from Juries>
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Law not 
applicable to 
Medical Practi­
tioners.
Repeal.
21—  Nothing in this Law contained shall extend to 
prejudice or in any way affect duly registered Medical 
Practitioners.
22—  The Dental Practitioners Law, 1905, (Law 11 of 1905) 
is hereby repealed.
SCHEDULE.
N a m e . Address.
Nature of 
Qualification.
Date of
qualification Date of 
or exam­
ination. registration.
JAMAICA.
No. 37— 1927.
I assent,
[L.S
R. K  Stubbs,
Governor.
29th December, 1927.
A LAW further to amend the M otor Vehicle Law, 1922 (Law 21 o f  
1922) and the M otor V eh icle Am endm ent Law, 1927 (Law 
9 of 1927).
[ ]
t >E it enacted by the Governor and Legislative 
Council of Jamaica as follows:—
1— This Law may be cited as the M otor Vehicle Further short Title. 
Amendment Law, 1927, and shall be read and construed
as one with the M otor Vehicle Law, 1922, (Law 21 of 
1922) hereinafter referred to as the Principal Law and 
any Law amending the same.
2— Section 4 of the Principal Law is hereby amended Section 4  of Law
by the addition of the following definitions:—  amended.2
(a) Any person who drives a motor vehicle for 
reward shall within the meaning of this Law and 
any Law incorporated therewith or amending 
same be deemed a servant for all the purposes 
of the Master and Servants Laws from time to 
time in force.
2
(b) “ Motor Truck means any mechanically propelled 
vehicle constructed or adapted for use and used*
(i) for the conyeyance of goods in the* 
course of trade, or
(ii) for the carriage of more than seveifc 
persons for reward, or
(iii) for haulage of trailers, or
(iv) for the carriage of the public mails with 
or withour passengers,”
And by repealing the existing definition of Motor Truck,
Section 5 of Law 3— Section 5 of the Principal Law is hereby repealed!
repealed and and the following section substituted therefor:
new section
substituted. g— (i)  “ On the 1st day of April in the year o n *
“ thousand nine hundred and twenty-three, and 
“ thereafter on the 1st day of April in each yeaf 
“ there shall be charged, levied and paid to the 
“ Collector of Taxes of the Parish in which an£' 
“ motor vehicle or trailer is kept for use on an# 
“ public thoroughfare or road, duties at the rateL 
‘ ‘specified in the Second Schedule to this L<awj 
“ Such duties shall be payable in like manner and 
“ by such instalments and be collectable, recover* 
“ able and enforceable under the provisions of anj? 
“ Law for the time being in force regulating thd, 
“ payment, collection, recovery and enforcement 
“ of taxes or duties.
“ Provided that in the case of motor vehicles brought 
“ into Jamaica by persons making only a tempor­
a r y  stay in Jamaica or by dealers in motoil 
“ vehicles, the Governor may make Regulations 
“ providing for the issue of licenses and/or registra­
t i o n  plates and the kind of licenses and/or 
“ registration plates to be issued to such persons, 
“ and as to the conditions under which such 
“ licenses and/or registration plates shall be issued 
“ and the duty payable.
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(2) “ The duties charged under this section shall be 
“ paid upon a license to betaken out by the owner 
“ or person in charge of the motor vehicle or 
“ trailer and which shall be issued and be subject 
“ to such conditions and regulations as may be 
“ prescribed.
(3) “ Every person applying for the first license in 
“ respect of any motor vehicle or trailer under this 
“ section shall make application to the Collector 
“ of Taxes for the Parish in which he resides or 
“ carries on business, and, shall make a declaration 
“ and furnish such particulars with respect to the 
“motor vehicle or trailer for which the license is to 
“ be taken out or otherwise as may be prescribed. 
“ On the expiration of the period covered by the 
“ first or any subsequent license a fresh license shall 
“ be issued by the Collector of Taxes in the name 
“ of the registered owner for the time being upon 
“ application and payment of the duty.
(4) “ Every license issued under this section shall be 
“ issued in respect of the vehicle specified in the 
“ application for the first or original license or in 
“ the new license granted under sub-section 5 of 
“ this section, and shall not entitle the person to 
“ whom it is issued to use any other motor 
“ vehicle or trailer and the Collector of Taxes shall 
“ not be required to issue any license for which 
“ application is made unless he is satisfied that the 
“ license applied for is the appropriate license for 
“ the motor vehicle or trailer specified in the 
“ application and in case an application for a 
“ license for a motor vehicle or trailer purports to 
“ be the first application for a license in respect 
“ of the motor vehicle or trailer, that the motor 
“ vehicle or trailer has not previously been licensed.
(5) <‘When any motor vehicle or trailer in respect of 
“ which any license has been issued is used or
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“ altered and used after the license has been issued 
“ in such manner as to cause the vehicle to become 
“ a vehicle in respect of which a license at a higher 
“ rate of duty is required, the license shall 
“ become void, but the holder of the license shall, 
“ on surrendering the same and furnishing the 
“ prescribed particulars, be entitled to receive 
“ a new license in respect of the motor vehicle, to 
“ have effect for the period for which the sur­
rendered license would, if it had not been sur­
rendered, have remained in force, on payment of 
“ such amount, if any, as represents the difference 
“ between, the amount payable on the new license 
“ and the amount paid on the surrendered license.
(6) “ No duty shall be payable under this section in 
“ respect of fire engines, ambulances and road 
“ rollers nor upon traction engines used exclusively 
“ within the limits of the estate or pen to which 
“ they belong or upon any public road running 
“ through such estate or pen and within the limits 
“ of the same.
(7) “ The Governor in Privy Council may make 
“ regulations providing for the total or partial 
“ exemption for a limited period from the duty 
“ payable under this section on any motor vehicle 
“ brought into Jamaica by persons making only 
“ a temporary stay in Jamaica.
(8) “ Any license may be transferred in the prescribed 
“ manner.
(9) “ If any person knowingly makes a false state- 
“ ment in any declaration required to be made 
“ under this Law such person shall be liable on 
“ conviction before a Resident Magistrate to a 
“ fine of fifty pounds and in default of payment to 
“ imprisonment, with or without hard labour, for 
“ three months.
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(10) “ The owner or person in charge of any motor 
“ vehicle or trailer shall immediately on the 
“ issue of the license and licensing plate under this 
“ Law on the 30th day of April one thousand nine 
“ hundred and twenty three (whichever shall first 
“ happen) remove or cause to be removed from 
“ such motor vehicle or trailer any plate or mark 
"showing the registration letter and number 
“ issued under any Law repealed by this Law. 
“Any person using any motor vehicle or trailer on 
“ any public road with the registration letter and 
“ number issued under any of the said repealed 
“ Laws in contravention of the provisions of this 
“ sub-section shall be guilty of an offence under 
“ this Law.”
4—Section 6 of the Principal Law is hereby repealed 
and the following section substituted therefor:—
6— (1) “ Every motor vehicle or trailer kept for use on any 
“public road shall be registered and carry regis. 
“ tration plates in the prescribed manner, and such 
“ registration shall be effective for the whole period 
“ during which such motor vehicle or trailer is so 
“ used, subject to such alterations through loss of 
“registration plates or otherwise, as may be 
“ effected in accordance with any regulations made 
“ under this Law.
(2) “ If a motor vehicle or trailer is used on a public 
“road without being registered or licensed, or if any 
“registration plate or license to be affixed and 
“kept affixed in accordance with regulations made 
“under this Law is not so affixed and kept affixed, 
“ or, if being so affixed it is in any way obscured 
“ or rendered or allowed to become not easily dis­
tinguishable, the person driving or using the 
“ motor vehicle or trailer shall be guilty of an 
“ offence under this Law, and the motor vehicle 
“ or trailer shall be liable to be seized.
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“ Provided that a person shallnot be liable to a penalty! 
“ under this section if he proves that he has had nol 
“ reasonable opportunity of registering or licensingl 
“ the motor vehicle or trailer, and that the vehicle] 
“ is being driven or drawn on the public road for] 
“ the purpose of being registered or licensed.”
5—  Sub-section (2) of section 8 of the Principal Law is 
hereby amended by inserting the words “ or has been] 
exempted from ”  after the word “ passed”  in line 7.
6—  Section 9 of the Principal Law is hereby repealed and] 
the following section substituted therefor:—
9— (1) “ 1 he Collector of Taxes for each parish shall] 
“keep a record to be called the Motor Vehicles! 
“ Register in which shall be entered the letter and] 
“ number of the registration plate, the name and 
“address of the person for the time being in whose] 
“ name the vehicle is registered, the number on 
“any license issued, and the .cause of discontinu-] 
“ ance of the issue of the license. He shall also] 
“ enter in a book to be called the Drivers’ Licensed 
“ Book the particulars of all drivers’ licenses] 
“ granted by him including the name, address and] 
“ descripton of the person licensed and the date o f 
“ such license.
(2) “ For the purpose of this Law the person for the 
“ time being in whose name any motor vehicle or I 
“ trailer is registered shall be deemed to be the 
“ owner thereof.
(3) “ The particulars of every conviction under this 
“ Law shall be furnished by the Clerk of the Courts 
“ for the parish in which the conviction was 
“ recorded to the Collector of Taxes for the Parish 
“ of Kingston who shall enter the particulars of 
“ such conviction in a book to be called the 
“ ‘Drivers’ Offences Book’ . Such entry shall con- 
“ tain the name of the offender, the number of his
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“ license (if known) and the parish in which such 
“ offender was granted his license, and shall be 
“ duly indexed.
(4) “ The contents of the Motor Vehicles Register, 
“ the Drivers’ Offences Book, and the Drivers’ 
“ Licenses Book shall respectively be prima facie 
“ evidence of all the facts, contained therein in all 
“ proceedings under this Law, and shall be at all 
“ reasonable times available for inspection and use 
“ by the Police.”
7— Sub-section (b) of section 10 of the Principal Law is 
hereby amended by deleting the word “ license”  appearing 
in the sixth line and substituting therefor the words 
■“ registration plate.”
8— Section 14 of the Principal Law is hereby amended 
by adding the words “ or registration”  after the word 
“ licensing”  appearing in the fourth and seventh lines.
9— Sub-section (1) (c) of section 17 of the Principal Law 
is hereby amended by repealing the words “ by whom any 
license so endorsed has been granted”  appearing in the 
seventh and eighth lines of the said sub-section and sub­
stituting therefor the words “ of the parish of Kingston.”
10— Sub-section (1) of section 18 of the Principal Law is 
hereby repealed and the following sub-section substituted 
therefor:—
18— (1) “ The Governor in Privy Council may make 
“ Regulations generally for the purpose of carying 
“ this Law into effect, and in particular, without 
“ prejudice to the generality of the foregoing 
“provision, may make Regulations-^
(a) “ Prohibiting the use of motor vehicles or 
“ trailers or of any special kind or weight of 
“ motor vehicle or trailer over any bridge or cul- 
“ vert- or upon any public road or part of a public 
“ road or where the use of such motor vehicle or
Sub-section (b) 
of section 10 of 
Law 21 of 1822 
amended.
Section 14 of 
Law 21 of 1822 
amended.
Sub-section (1) 
(c) of section 17 
of Law 21 of 
1922 amended.
Sub-section (1) 
of section 18 of 
Law 21 of 1822 
repealed and 
new sub-section 
substituted.
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“ trailer would be attended with risk or damage 
“ to the bridge or culvert or road or danger to 
“ the public.
(b) “ Restricting the use of motor vehicles or trailers 
“ or of any special kind or weight of motor 
“ vehicle or trailer on any bridge or culvert or 
“ upon any public road or part of a public road 
“ with respect to the kind of motor vehicle or 
“ trailer which may be used on the road, the 
“ weight either laden or unladen, the type of tyres 
“ and fittings to be used and dimensions 
“ measured over all including the load and may 
“ vary such restrictions from time to time accord­
i n g  to the seasons of the year or with reference 
“ to wet or dry periods.
(c) “ With respect to the preparation, framing and 
“ placing of notices on or in connection with or 
“ with respect to any public roads, bridges, or 
“ culverts by the Road Authority dealing with the 
“ type of tyre to be used on such roads, bridges or 
“ culverts or the total weight or dimensions 
“ measured over all with load of the motor 
“ vehicle or trailer or of the motor vehicle and 
“ trailer using such roads, culverts, or bridges, or 
“ preventing or restricting, permanently or tem­
p orarily , any particular class or kind of motor 
“ vehicle from using or proceeding along such 
“ road, culvert or bridge.
(d) “ Providing generally for the licensing or registra­
t i o n  of motor vehicles and trailers and for the 
“ examination therefor either for licensing or 
“ registration purposes or as to mechanical fitness 
“ or fitness to be driven on a public road and in 
“ particular to fix fees for such examinations and 
“ for determining and regulating generally the 
“ size, shape, and character of license, license 
“ holders and registration plates to be used under 
“ this Law and any fee payable therefor and the
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“ manner in which they are to be displayed and 
“ rendered easily distinguishable, whether by 
“ night or by day.
(e) “ Providing for the keeping of a record or register 
“ showing the particulars of ownership and the 
“ description of each motor vehicle or trailer 
“ license, together with the letter or number 
“ issued to each, and for making any particulars 
“ or description contained in such record or 
“ register available to the Police at all times.
(f) “ With respect to the use of motor vehicles or 
“ trailers on public roads or streets, the speed at 
“ which they may be driven thereon, the weight 
“ upon the wheels or axles thereof or the total 
“ weight that any particular type or kind of 
“ motor vehicle may attain weighted with the 
“ load, the size and type of tyres to be used, the 
“ length, height and width of such motor vehicles 
“ or trailers measured over all including the load 
“ or otherwise, the number of persons to be in 
“ charge thereof, and where they are to be placed, 
“ the number or weight of passengers that may 
“ be carried and the positions they may occupy 
“ in relation to the seats, sides or floor of the 
“ motor vehicle, the rules to be observed when 
“ passing other vehicles or tramcars, the condi­
t io n s  under which they may be used or ply for 
“ hire, and the devices mechanical or otherwise to 
“ be attached to motor vehicles for the purpose of 
“ government or control.
(g) “ With respect to the arrangement, adjustment 
“ and operation of the lamps required by this 
“ Law to be used on motor vehicles or trailers 
“ and for regulating the candle power of the 
“ lights for such lamps.
(h) “ With respect to the qualifications, examination 
“ and licensing of drivers of motor vehicles, the
10 [No. 37.] The MoUrr Vehicle Further Amendment Law, 1927.
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sing plates to be 
removed after 
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“ fees to be paid for such examination or any 
“ other requirements or conditions to the grant of 
“ a license to drive.
(i) “ Providing for the granting of a license and/or 
“ registration plates to dealers in motoi vehicle^ 
“ and the conditions on which such license and/ or 
“ registration plates may be granted and, th§ 
“ amount to be paid therefor, the returns to bq 
“ made by them, and for assigning a generaf 
“ identification mark to such dealers.
(j) “ Prohibiting the importation for use or the use of 
“ any motor vehicle exceeding fifty hundred 
“ weights in weight in this Island except upon such 
“ terms and conditions and rate of license duty 
“ as the Governor in Privy Council may decide 
“ and providing for the seizure and forfeiture or 
“ any motor vehicle which may be imported or  ^
“  used except upon such terms and conditions.
(k) “ With respect to the weighing of motor vehicles of 
“ trailers when being used upon public roadsJ 
“ whether such motor vehicles or trailers are! 
“ laden or unladen.
(l) “ Prescribing any matter which is to be prescribed^ 
“ under this Law.”
11—  The owner or person in charge of any motor vehicle* 
or trailer shall immediately on the issue of a registration 
plate or plates and license under this Law or on the four* 
teenth day of April, one thousand nine hundred ana 
twenty eight (whichever shall first happen) remove o f 
cause to be removed from such motor vehicle or trailed, 
any licensing plate issued under the previous provisions oh 
this Law.
12—  Section (b) of the Second Schedule of the Principal 
Law is hereby amended by adding the words : “ Provided 
“ that a motor truck used at any time to carry passengers
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■"for hire on payment of fares shall pay a duty of not less 
"than £7 10s. ”  after “ £6”  appearing in the fourth line.
13— This Law shall come into operation on a day to be 
.named by proclamation published in the Gazette.
Coming into 
operation of 
Law.

JAMAICA.
No. 38— 1927.
I assent,
[L.S.]
R. E. Stubbs,
Governor.
18th January, 1928.
A LAW to regulate the sale of Spirits and the granting of Licenses 
in connection therewith.
[1st February, 1928.]
O E  it enacted by the Governor and Legislative Coon­
s '  cil o f Jamaica as follow s:— 12
1— This Law may be cited as the Spirit License Law, short Title. 
1927.
2— Under this Law except where the subject matter interpretation, 
or context requires a different construction, the words—
“ Applicant”  means a person applying for a License 
under this Law.
“ Beer”  means liquor fermented from malted barley 
or other malted grain or any substitute for 
malted grain; this term includes ale, stout, porter, 
spruce beer, black beer, and any description of 
beer; and also any liquor which is made or sold
2 [No. 38.]
as a description of beer or as a substitute fo t  
beer, containing more than two per centum of® 
proof spirit or of an original gravity exceeding 
1,012 degrees.
“ Clerk” means the Clerk of the Courts for thd* 
parish in which anything is done or required to'1 
be done.
“ Collector”  means the Collector, or Assistantl 
Collector of Taxes for the parish as aforesaid.
“ Compounds”  means spirits which have been 
prepared in the Island by adding any ingredient 
or flavouring to rum or any other spirit.
“ ■Comnounder”  means a person preparing com­
pounds.
“  Constable”  means any member of the Constabu­
lary Force.
“ Estate”  means any estate, plantation, or othet 
landed property whereon any spirit is distilled o.j? 
manufactured.
“ Foreign liqueurs”  means spirits flavoured or 
sweetened and imported into the Island by what,t 
ever name the same are sold.
“  Guest”  means a person using any licensed premi­
ses for lodging during the night or taking a meah 
therein.
•‘ Hotel”  means a house where the business.oil 
providing adequate lodging and board for guests 
and also sufficient stabling or garage accommoda-J 
tion is the principal business carried on »  
where the sale of spirituous liquors is carried on] 
only as subsidiary to such business.
“  House ” and “ premises ”  include every room andl 
place under the same roof or within the samel 
curtilage occupied with or as appurtenant to an$ 
house, premises, room or place.
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“ Inspector”  means and includes the principal 
Officer of Constabulary for any such parish as 
aforesaid.
“ Alcoholic liquor”  means spirits, wine or beer, 
or any mixture, beverage, or preparation contain­
in g  the same.
“ License”  means any license granted under this 
Law.
“ Licensed ” (as regards persons or premises) means 
the person to whom a license is issued and the 
premises in which a trade is licensed to be 
carried on under this Law.
“ Licensing Authority”  means the persons ap­
pointed as such in each parish of the Island.
“ Police Inspection” means inspection by the 
Constabulary and this term includes a right of 
inspecting and taking copies o f all books and 
entries therein.
“ Retail” and “ Retailer”  mean the trade of selling 
alcoholic liquor for consumption on or off the 
licensed premises without restriction as to quan­
tity and the person carrying on such trade 
respectively.
“ Sale”  includes “ barter”  and any delivery of 
spirits by one person to another for va lu e ; and 
every delivery of spirits shall be deemed and 
presumed to be for value and in pursuance 
of a sale, unless the circumstances under which 
any such delivery is made, negative such pre­
sumption.
“ Spirits ”  means any liquid containing alcohol the 
product o f distillation; including the spirits 
known or sold as rum, brandy, whiskey, gin, 
hollands, and arrack, and all other distilled spirit, 
whether usually sold under any o f the aforesaid 
names or any other n am e; and this term also
includes for the purposes of this Law all liqueurs, 
compounds and other mixtures intended for 
drinking and prepared from or mixed with spirit^ 
and all beverages whether purporting to be wine, 
beer, or other fermented liquors or not, contain­
ing a greater proportion than forty per centum 
of proof spirit either due to fermentation or 
added.
“  Tavern ”  means a house in which spirits are sold 
only for consumption on the premises and in 
which adequate accommodation is available for 
guests and also for sufficient stabling or garage 
accommodation.
“ Traveller”  means a person who within prohibited! 
hours may be lawfully served with intoxicating 
liquors by a retailer o f spirits or wine, a person 
who when so served is not less than three miles! 
distant by the nearest public thoroughfare from! 
the place where he lodged the previous night.
“ W in e” means fermented grape juice, and all 
liquor sold or offered for sale as wine or under 
any name by which any wine is know n; and for 
the purposes of this Law “  Wine ”  includes cider 
and perry and the fermented juice of any fruit. I
3—Save as herein specially excepted, or hereby
Spirits not to be I _ _ _  i n i  u - i  , I
sold without specially permitted, no spirits shall be sold either by) 
wholesale or by retail in this Island, except by persons] 
thereunto duly licensed under this Law, or on their 
behalf by persons in their immediate employment, andj 
then only in conform ity with the terms of the license! 
held by such persons, as set forth in this Law. Any 
person who without being at the time o f  such sale duly 
licensed so to do, or otherwise in conform ity with the 
terms o f this license, shall, either personally or through 
or by any agent or servant, sell any spirits, or whp 
shall permit any spirits to be sold in any house in his 
occupation, shall be deemed in respect of each and
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■ every such sale to have committed an offence against Penalty 
this Law and shall on summary conviction be liable to 
a penalty of two hundred pounds or in default of 
payment thereof to imprisonment with or without hard 
labour for six months. In any proceedings under this 
section, it shall lie on the defendant to prove that he 
is licensed under this Law.
4 —Nothing in this Law contained shall apply to the Sales exempted, 
case of—
(a) any person in charge o f any estate whereon 
spirits are manufactured, selling any spirits 
manufactured thereon subject to the provisions 
of any Law for the time being in force relating 
to rum duty or any Law that has been or may be 
passed in amendment o f or substitution for the 
sam e;
(b) any person who shall sell his private stock or 
supply of spirits not exceeding fifty gallons 
amongst his effects at any sale thereof on 
departing from or otherwise winding up his 
affairs in this Island;
(c) any person licensed as a retailer in this Island 
who shall on the absolute and bona fide transfer 
of any business and sale o f the whole stock in 
trade thereof, or o f any share or interest therein, 
sell the same to the purchaser thereof, or o f any 
interest therein, though such stock in trade shall 
consist o f or comprise spirits exceeding the 
amount which the vendor in terms of his retail 
license is authorised by this Law to se ll;
(d) any officer or person who, without any license 
under this Law, shall sell any spirits under 
any process of Law ;
(e) the personal representative of any person 
licensed under this Law who shall die, or the 
assignees or trustees of any person licensed as 
aforesaid, who shall be declared or become 
bankrupt, selling any spirits which shall come
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licenses.
to them in any o f  the characters aforesaid, and 
w ho shall sell any such spirits in the same way 
and subject to the same restrictions as the 
licensee could have done under his license, if  he 
had not died or becom e ban k ru p t;
(f) the personal representative o f  any person, not 
licensed under the provisions o f this Law, who 
shall die, or the assignee or trustee o f any 
person not licensed as aforesaid w ho shall 
becom e bankrupt, leaving am ong his assets or 
estate a private stock  or supply o f  spirits;
(g) any person—
(a) w ho having had his license fo r fe ite d ; or
(b) w ho having had a license for the preceding 
year and failing to obtain from  the Licensing 
Authority a license for the ensuing year
shall sell his stock  o f  spirits in bulk w ithin one month 
of such forfeiture or failure.
And any sales permitted under the provisions of sub­
sections (b), '(c), (d) and (g) may be made by any 
auctioneer or other agent of the party entitled to sell 
as herein provided.
5— The follow ing description o f L icenses m ay be 
granted under the provisions o f this Law  :—
(1) A  W holesale License.
(2) A Tow n R etail L icense.
(3) A  Tow n Off L icense.
(4) A V illage R etail License.
(5) A  Tavern License.
(6 ) A  H otel L icense.
(7) An O ccasional or Special L icense.
(8 ) A  Special H otel L icense.
and they shall respectively confer on the persons 
holding the same the rights following, that is to say
(a) A W holesale L icense shall entitle the holder to 
sell in quantities o f not less a ton e  tim e than the 
fo llo w in g : —
Rum, fifty gallons.
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Imported spirits, except liqueurs and compounds, 
twenty-five gallons in bulk or one dozen reputed 
quart, or two dozen reputed pint bottles. Liqueurs 
and compounds and other m ixtures intended 
for drinking and prepared from or mixed with 
spirits and beverages whether purporting to be 
wine, beer or other fermented liquors or not, 
containing a greater proportion than forty per 
centum o f proof spirit either due to fermentation 
or added, one case containing nom inally one 
gallon.
(b) A Town Retail License shall entitle the holder 
to sell spirits in any quantities not exceeding 
those abovenamed but only in and upon the 
house named in the license as that in respect o f 
w hich the license is granted and for consumption 
on or off the licensed premises.
(c) A Tow n O ff License shall entitle the 
holder to sell spirits in any quantities not ex­
ceeding those abovementioned but only in and 
upon the house named in the license as that 
in respect o f  w hich the license is granted and 
for consumption only o ff the licensed premises.
(d) A Village Retail License shall entitle the 
holder to sell spirits in any quantities not 
exceeding those mentioned in the preceding 
sub-section (a) but only in and upon the house 
named in the license as that in respect o f  which 
the license is granted, and for consumption on or 
off the licensed premises.
(e) A Tavern License shall entitle the holder to 
sell spirits but only in and upon the house named 
in the license, as that in respect o f which the 
license is granted and for consumption on the 
licensed premises.
(f) A Hotel L icense shall entitle the holder to 
sell spirits but only in and upon the house named
8 [No. 38.] The Spirit License Law, 1927.
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in the license as that in respect o f which the 
license is granted and only for consumption on 
the licensed premises and only to guests or to 
bona fide travellers arriving thereat in need of 
refreshment: provided that no person shall be 
deemed a bona fide traveller whose usual resi­
dence is within three miles o f the hotel at which 
he applies for refreshment.
The said several licenses shall he in the several ! 
form s given in the second schedule to this Law or as 
near thereto as circum stances will permit.
(j— Every license w hich shall be granted under this 
Law  shall, except as in this Law otherwise specially 
provided, continue in force from  the date thereof until 
the then next succeeding thirty-first day of March, 
unless forfeited as hereinafter provided. Every license 
granted under the provisions o f this Law at the 
Sessions immediately preceding the first day o f  April 
in any year, shall bear date the first day o f April 
then next, and shall be deemed to license the holder to 
sell spirits according to the tenor thereof, as and from 
the said first day o f April.
7 ^ E a c h  license granted under this Law  shall 
authorise the holder to sell spirits according to its 
tenor and not otherwise, and any licensed persons 
selling spirits otherwise than according to the tenor of 
his license shall, in respect o f any such sale, be deemed 
to be unlicensed to all intents and purposes : provided 
that it shall be com petent to any person, subject to the 
provisions of this Law, to apply for and to hold all or 
any one or more licenses grantable under this Law.
8—N o license under this Law shall be granted on 
any Estate whereon rum or other spirits are manu­
factured, or at any place within a distance of a quarter 
o f a mile from any distillery in which spirits are 
manufactured, otherwise than with and subject to the
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sanction in writing o f  the Revenue Commissioner.
Such sanction shall be necessary each time, the license 
is granted.
9—When any person shall supply another with food Presumption of 
or aerated or other drink and spirits, and receive pay- crflpkits?pply 
ment, the presumption that such supply o f spirits was 
in pursuance o f a contract o f sale, shall not be rebutted 
by any suggestion, allegation, or pretence that the 
payment was in respect o f the food or aerated or other 
drink only.
10— (1) For each license applied for and .granted Duties payable, 
subject to the provisions of this Law there shall he °" lcenses' 
paid in respect o f each o f the same the duty specified 
in the first schedule to this L a w : provided always that 
it shall be lawful for the Legislative Council, by reso­
lution to be moved at the instance, or by the direction 
of the Governor, or with his express approval, to w ith­
draw from the list o f towns or places in which the duty 
of Twenty Pounds is hereby made payable for a Town 
Retail, Town Retail Off License or a Tavern License set 
forth in the said schedule the name o f any such town 
or place; or to add to the said list the name or names of 
any town or place, or towns or places not named in the 
said lis t ; and thereupon, in case o f such withdrawal 
the duty hereby made payable for any license as 
aforesaid, shall cease to be payable, and a duty of 
ten pounds only shall * be payable ; and in case o f 
such addition as aforesaid the duty o f Tw enty 
Pounds instead of Ten Pounds shall be payable for a 
Town Retail, Town Retail Off L icense or a Tavern 
License.
(2) Every applicant for a license under this L aw  Applicant to 
must satisfy the 1 icensing Authority that he is able Englishoks m 
to read and write the English Language and to keep 
account books in English. All such account books 
shall be open at all reasonable times to Police inspec­
tion or by any Justice o f  the Peace o f  the parish;;
[No. 38.]
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provided that no person making such inspection as| 
aforesaid shall communicate the information so l  
obtained except for the purpose of the administration! 
of justice,
(3) The Inspector, Justice o f the Peace, or other person j 
making such inspection shall note in such books the date 
o f  his inspection and shall sign his name to such J 
noting.
(4) All W holesale Licenses granted under this Law 
shall bear date and com e into force on the day on j 
w hich they are issued.
(5) E very license under this Law shall be impressed; 
w ith a stamp o f the value of tw enty shillings, and the 
said sum o f tw enty shillings shall in all cases be paid : 
to the Collector together w ith the license duty.
1 1 —  A n y person desirous o f obtaining a W holesale: 
License shall pay to the Collector the license duty and stamp 
fee payable under the provisions of this Law in respect 
o f the same, and the Collector shall thereupon give to 
such person a receipt for the same, and shall set forth 
on such receipt the particulars o f the license in respect 
o f w hich such duty is paid, and thereupon the Clerk, on 
presentation to him  o f the said receipt, shall- grant to 
such person a license in conform ity w ith  the terms of 
such receipt. N o license, other than a W holesale 
License, shall be granted by  the Clerk, except on the 
authority and direction o f  the L icensing Authority 
given under the provisions hereinafter contained.
L icensing A uthority.
1 2 —  (1) For the purpose o f dealing w ith applications 
for licenses other than W holesale Licenses and Occasional 
Licenses and for carrying out the provisions of this Law 
it shall be lawful for the G overnor to appoint in each 
parish a Licensing Authority which shall consist o f  the 
follow ing persons:—
The Resident M agistrate o f the parish for the 
time being,
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Five Justices of the Peace resident in the parish 
who shall be appointed by the Governor from 
time to time and who shall hold office for one 
year from the date o f appointment, and who shall 
be eligible for re-appointment.
No Justice o f the Peace who is licensed to sell 
spirits within the parish or who is directly or 
indirectly pecuniarily interested in any license or 
in an application thereof, or for a transfer thereof 
under this Law or who is in any way directly 
or indirectly interested in the m anufacture or 
sale of spirits shall be competent to be appointed 
or to sit as a member o f the L icensing 
Authority.
(2) The Resident M agistrate shall be the Chairman 
of the Licensing Authority. It shall be lawful for the 
Governor to appoint a Vice-Chairm an of the Licensing 
Authority from among the members thereof, and the 
Vice-Chairman shall preside at all m eetings in the 
absence of the Chairman.
(3 ) Three members including the Chairman or V ice- 
Chairman shall form a quorum for the transaction of 
business and for the exercise of the powers o f the 
Licensing Authority under the provisions o f this Law.
The Chairman or in his absence the Vice-Chairm an 
shall have the right to vote on a question on any 
matter on which the Licensing Authority is divided 
and in the event of the division o f the votes being 
equal he shall have also a casting vote.
(4) The Governor m ay fill any vacancy in the 
Licensing Authority caused by the death, resignation, 
illness, absence from the Island, or inability to act 
of any member thereof, or in any other manner 
whatsoever and m ay revoke the appointment of any 
member so appointed by him.
(5) Notwithstanding any tem porary vacancy or 
vacancies in the body o f members com posing the
R.M. to be 
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(6 ) Any Justice of the Peace sitting at a Session of I 
the Licensing Authority when it is not competent for 
him to do so shall be guilty o f an offence and . 
shall be • liable on summary conviction to a penalty 1 
of one hundred pounds, and any license or the I 
transfer thereof in which he is interested, granted I 
when he is  sitting, shall be forfeited on his being fined. 1
(7) For the purposes of this Law the parishes of | 
Kingston and St. Andrew shall be deemed to be^ 
separate and distinct parishes.
Sittings of L icensing A uthority.
13 _F or  the purpose of dealing with applications for , 
licenses other than Wholesale Licenses, Special Hotel 
Licenses and Occasional Licenses and also for transfers 
of licenses under this Law the Licensing Authority of 
each parish shall hold a Session for such parish at the 
Court House at the Head Station thereof twice in each 
year, namely, on the second Thursday in the months of 
March and September; the holding o f  any such Session 
shall be notified by the Clerk by public advertisement 
in the Jamaica Gazette at least one month before the 
day o f the Session,
14— Every application for any one of the licenses with 
which the Licensing Authority is empowered to deal, 
or for a transfer thereof, shall be made at one o f the 
Sessions aforesaid: provided that if all applications 
made at any such Sessions shall not be disposed o f in 
one day, such Sessions shall be adjourned from  time to 
time to any convenient day and the Licensing 
Authority may adjourn the hearing o f the applications 
to any place in the parish at which a Resident Magis­
trate’s Court is h e ld : provided further that no application 
as aforesaid shall be entertained at any such Sessions 
unless it is made within the time fixed by this Law for 
making the same and in accordance with the provisions 
o f this Law.
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15—  (i) Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions 
the Licensing Authority m ay in its discretion hold a 
Special Session at any other time for the purpose of 
dealing with applications the urgency o f which makes 
it advisable in the opinion o f the Chairman o f the 
Licensing A uthority that such Special Session should 
be held. Due notice o f any such Session shall be given 
in the same w ay as i f  it were an ordinary Session and 
every applicant at any such Special Session shall 
comply with the requirements imposed upon him by 
this Law.
(2) If there is not a quorum o f the Licensing Autho­
rity present at any Session or Special Session the Clerk 
or Deputy Clerk o f the Courts m ay adjourn such 
Sessions until a convenient day.
A pplication for L icenses.
16— Any applicant to the Licensing Authority for the 
grant of any of the follow ing licenses:—
A Town Retail License.
A Town Off License.
A Village Retail License.
A Tavern License.
A Hotel License.
shall not less than twenty-one days before the day fixed 
for a Session o f the Licensing Authority on which the 
application is made deposit with the Collector the sum 
payable for the license desifed together with the 
amount of the Stamp D uty thereon and shall obtain the 
Collector’s receipt for the same. The applicant shall 
not less than twenty-one days as aforesaid deliver or 
cause to be delivered to the Clerk the said receipt 
together with a written application addressed to the 
Licensing Authority. In the written application the 
applicant shall set forth :—
(a) The nature o f the license applied for.
(b) A full description o f the prem ises for which 
the same is desired and as nearly as may be the 
situation o f the same.
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(c) W hether he has ever before held a license 
under this Law or any Law repealed hereby, and 
if so when and where and whether his license* 
was at any time forfeited.
(d) W hether the premises for which the license is 
desired have, within the twelve months imme­
diately preceding the application, been licensed 
under this Law or any Law repealed by this Law.
(e) W hether he is able to read and write the English* 
language and to keep account books in English,
(f) WThether he has at any time within five yearsig 
prior to the application been convicted of any offence^- 
against this Law or any Law repealed by this Law.
The applicant shall also declare to the truth of the 
several statements in the application by a statutory 
declaration.
Provided that in the case o f any application for any 
Town Retail, Village Retail or Tavern License, it shall 
be sufficient that the applicant shall pay one moiety oj? 
the license duty payable at the time o f the application 
and in every case where a m oiety only shall be so paid 
the other m oiety shall be paid to the Collector on or 
before the fifth day of October following, in default o i l  
which payment, the Collector m ay recover the same* 
and the costs thereof by distress and sale o f the goods 
and chattels of the person to whom such license was; 
granted, or may have been transferred, wheresoever 
found, and on any goods and chattels found on the 
licensed premises, on which a landlord might distrain 
for rent in arrear: Provided, that if the business for 
which such second m oiety as aforesaid shall become 
due shall have been discontinued previously to i t A  
becom ing due, and notice o f such discontinuance ofp 
business shall have been given to the Clerk and _ 
C ollector; and the license for the first moiety th e r e o f  
shall have been surrendered to such Collector with am. 
indorsement thereon, dated and signed, to the effect 
that such business has been discontinued, the person 
so licensed and acting as aforesaid and the place so
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licensed shall be relieved from payment o f such second 
m oiety; otherwise the power and authority provided in 
this Law to recover such second moiety shall remain 
in full force and e ffe c t : Provided also, that in any case 
in which the Collector General is satisfied that a 
business was discontinued before the second m oiety 
became due he may forego the collection o f the second 
moiety, notwithstanding that the notices required have 
not been given, nor the license surrendered.
1 7 — ( 1 )  The applicant shall also, not less than twenty- copy of appii- 
one days before the day fixed for a Session o f the delivered to 
Licensing Authority on which the application is to be Inspeetor’ 
made, deliver a copy o f his application to the Inspector.
He shall also for the said space of twenty-one days Notice of intec
_ . n  ,  tion to apply to
before the day so hxed cause to be conspicuously and be exhibited on 
continuously exhibited on the house or premises for premises' 
which he desired a license a placard in letters not less 
than one inch in height announcing his intention of 
applying on the day so fixed for a license o f  the 
particular kind to which his application refers.
Such placards shall be placed on the front o f the 
premises and at a height of not more than ten feet or 
less than three feet from the ground.
(2) The Clerk shall prepare and cause to be delivered Duties of Clerk
, l i - i  r i -i ~  on receipt ofto the publisher of the Jamaica Gazette, not less than application, 
sixteen clear days before a Session o f the Licensing 
Authority, a notice o f the holding o f the Session to­
gether with a list o f all applications which have been 
made for licenses indicating in each case, as clearly as 
may be, the nature o f the license applied for and the 
position of the premises for which the license is desired.
Every such list shall be published in the following issue Applications 
of the Gazette. It shall be the duty of the In- Gal!JtteShed 
spector to cause’ a copy o f the Gazette to be 
■exhibited and kept exhibited outside every Court House 
and Constabulary Station from the M onday following 
the publication of the list in the Gazette until the 
Session of the Licensing Authority.
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18—In every case in which an application is made, 
for a license, other than a Wholesale License, it shall* 
be the duty of the Inspector—
(a) to inspect such premises personally or, when 
for reasonable causes, he is prevented from 
making such inspection personally, to depute a 
Sub-Inspector, Sergeant-Major, or Sergeant of 
Constabulary to make such inspection ;
(b) to make enquiry as to the character of the 
applicant and also such other enquiries as may 
appear to him necessary;
and
(c) to endorse on the application the following 
particulars:—
(i) an estimate of the annual value of the premises- 
referred to in the application ;
(ii) a statement whether the premises are fit for* 
the purpose for which the license is required! 
within the meaning of this L a w ; and
(iii) the result of his enquiries as to the character* 
of the applicant and of such other enquiries*!
as have'hppeared to him necessary.
It shall be the duty of the Inspector to forward to thei| 
Clerk three days before the Session of the Licensing?' 
Authority the endorsations required by this sectionJ 
with all applications received by him on or before the day . 
appointed for the Session of the Licensing Authority. 
The Inspector shall also in every case attend at the. 
Session of the Licensing Authority and give such oraH| 
information on oath as may be required.
^9— (i) After the coming into operation of this Law ncfll 
premises shall be deemed to be fit for the purposes of a 
Town or Village Retail shop which contains any dwelling 
or living room having an internal communication with 
the shop by door, window, jalousie, passage, or otherwise,^ 
or in which the separating partition is not close-boarded* 1 
or built up to the roof and unless it complies with thq| 
following requirements:—
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(a) The building must be solidly and substantially 
built with a substantial and weather-tight 
roof.
(b) It must be floored throughout with timber, 
concrete, mortar, or pavement o f brick, stone, 
tiles, or asphalt.
(c) It must be in good repair.
(d) It must have no internal communication with 
premises otherwise licensed under this Law 
except in the case of premises holding a whole­
sale license which also hold a Town Off 
License.
(2) No building shall be deemed to be fit for the 
purpose of a Tavern unless, in addition to the foregoing 
requirements lettered (a) to (d) mentioned in the im­
mediately preceding sub-section, it has, under the same 
roof, at least three bed-rooms properly furnished and 
one public room separated from the bar together with 
sufficient and proper stabling or garage accommodation.
(3) No building shall be deemed to be fit for the 
purpose of a Hotel which does not comply with the 
requirements mentioned in sub-section (1 ) lettered (a) 
to (d) inclusive and which has not at least eight bedrooms 
properly furnished, and exclusively devoted to the use 
of guests with a minimum of one hundred and twenty 
square feet flooring space to each bedroom, and also two 
public rooms separated from the bar, namely, a sitting 
room and a dining room each being not less than one 
hundred and twenty square feet in area and nine feet 
high and properly furnished.
20—Any application to the Licensing Authority for a 
.license under this Law may be refused on any one 
’ of the following grounds
(1) That the premises are unfit for the purpose of 
the license applied for or a re in the opinion of 
the Licensing Authority undesirable to be 
licensed.
Grounds for 
refusal of appli­
cation.
1(2 ) That the applicant is a person of bad character^
(3) That the applicant having within the preceding] 
five years been a holder of a license in any parij 
o f the Island has allowed his licensed premised 
to become a nuisance to his neighbourhood.
(4) That the premises for which the application is\ 
made are so situate that they cannot be kepra 
under effective Police -control.
(5) That the premises are likely to be a nuisancd 
to the neighbourhood.
(6 ) That the applicant has neglected to com ply with 
any of the provisions o f the Law in making his 
application.
(7) That there is a sufficient number of premised 
already licensed to meet the needs of the! 
neighbourhood.
(8) That the applicant has not attained the age of: 
twenty-one years.
(9) That the license cannot be legally granted.
(10) That the premises do not com ply with the 
provisions o f section nineteen o f this Law.
(11) That having regard to the amount o f spirits 
received during the past year as shown in the; 
Stock Book kept under the provisions o f this 
Law or o f any Law repealed by this Law, id 
appears to the Licensing Authority that the] 
amount o f legitimate trade is not sufficient to 
justify the granting of a license.
(12) That'a  license previously held by the applicant 
under this-Law or any Law repealed by this Law in 
respect of premises under his own management or 
immediate supervision has been endorsed or 
forfeited under the provisions of this Law or of 
any Law repealed by this Law relating to 
endorsation or forfeiture of licenses.
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In addition to the foregoing grounds any application 
may be refused by the Licensing Authority for any 
other reason based on the character or history o f the 
applicant, or the condition or circum stances of the 
premises or on any other circum stances w hich the 
Licensing Authority m ay in its discretion consider 
sufficient in the interests o f the good order and welfare 
of the community. An application for a license may 
be refused by the Licensing Authority on any of the 
foregoing grounds whether or not notice o f opposition 
to the grant thereof has been given under this Law. 
If, however, in the opinion o f the Licensing Authority 
notice should have been given, the Licensing Authority 
shall adjourn the hearing o f the application to a 
convenient day for this purpose.
Opposition.
21— When an application for a license has been made 
to the Licensing Authority it shall be lawful for the 
Inspector or for any householder in the parish to oppose 
such application. The Inspector or householder, as the 
case may be, shall give notice in writing to the applicant 
of his intention to oppose setting forth in such notice 
the grounds on which the application is based. Every 
such notice shall be served at least ten days before the 
date of the Session o f the Licensing Authority at which 
the license is to be applied for and a copy o f such notice 
shall be served at the Office o f the Clerk at least seven 
days before the date o f such Session. N o notice shall 
be deemed to be invalid in any respect, unless the 
applicant raises objection thereto before the Licensing 
Authority on the day oh w hich the license is applied for. 
If on such objection being raised the notice shall appear 
to the Licensing A uthority to be invalid or defective by . 
reason of any defect in form  or substance or by reason 
of the fact that such notice has not been given or served •. 
in the manner or within the time prescribed, or for any 
reason whatever, it shall be lawful for the L icensing
Opposition to 
granting or 
renewal of 
license.
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Authority to adjourn the Session to any convenient day 
not being less than seven days from such adjournment 
and the Inspector or householder giving the notice 
deemed to be invalid or defective, may thereupon serve 
on the applicant a fresh notice within a time to be 
ordered by the Licensing Authority who shall on the day 
to which the Session has been so adjourned, or on such 
further adjournment as may be necessary, dispose of 
the application.
[ No. 38r] th e  Spirit License Law, 192?.
Party opposing 
and applicant 
entitled to 
appear at 
Session.
Service of 
notice of oppo­
sition.
22— When notice of opposition lias been duly given 
the party giving the same and the applicant shall be 
entitled to appear at the Session of the Licensing 
Authority either personally or by Counsel or Solicitor 
and to bring forward such evidence as they may be 
advised. Service o f any such notice as aforesaid shall 
be made in accordance with the provisions of any Law 
relating to Resident Magistrates for the time being 
in force and of any rules as to service of summonses 
under any such Law, issuing out of a Resident Magis­
trate’s Court. When the notice of opposition is given 
by any person other than an Inspector, the service of 
the copy on the Clerk shall be accompanied by a deposit 
o f one pound as security for any costs whicli the person 
giving such notice may under the provisions of this 
Law be ordered to pay and no such notice shall be re­
ceived by the Clerk unless accompanied by such deposit.
Costs may be 23— If the Licensing Authority is of opinion that a
oFimreasonaWe householder has opposed the grant of any license with- 
opposition. out having any reasonable grounds for such opposition 
it shall be lawful for it to make an order awarding and 
ordering that such householder shall pay to the appli­
cant such sum for costs (to be named in the order) as may 
seem just and reasonable to the Licensing Authority. 
Such order shall and may be enforced in the same 
way as an order o f the like nature made under any Law 
for the time being in force facilitating the performance 
o f the duties o f Justices of the Peace out o f Session
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with respect to summary convictions and orders or 
under any Law amending the same or making any other 
provisions for enforcing such order. I f no such order 
is made or if the costs ordered to be paid are less than 
the amount deposited as security as aforesaid, such 
deposit or the excess thereof shall on application be 
returned to the person who made the same.
24— The applicant, the Inspector and any householder 
opposing any application to the Licensing Authority 
for a license may obtain summonses to witnesses to 
attend the Sessions of the Licensing Authority and 
give evidence on the hearing o f the application and 
may enforce their attendance pursuant to the provisions 
of any Law for the time being in force relating to the 
attendance of witnesses in Petty Sessions Courts or 
Resident M agistrates Courts as if  the applicants wore 
the defendant and the Inspector or person opposing the 
complainant.
25— On any day appointed for a Licensing Session or 
at any adjourned hearing the Licensing Authority shall 
openly hear, consider and deal with all applications and 
all oppositions presented under the provisions o f the 
Law. The Licensing Authority may compel the 
attendance o f witnesses and may examine them on 
oath and shall determine w hether the application for 
the license shall or shall not be granted and shall order 
accordingly and may make any order as to costs in 
accordance with the provisions o f this Law.
26— When the L icensing Authority grants the 
application the Clerk shall, on application within 
fourteen days after the date of the granting o f the same 
by or on behalf o f the applicant whose application has 
been granted issue to such person a license in accord­
ance with the form o f the kind o f license granted in the 
second schedule to this Law.
When the Licensing Authority rejects an 
application the Clerk shall, on demand in writing made
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at any time not less than three days after such 
rejection, furnish to the applicant whose application 
has been rejected, a certificate in writing of such 
rejection and the reasons for the same, and on produc­
tion of such certificate to the Collector or Parochial 
Treasurer of the parish all moneys paid by the applicant 
in respect of such application under this Law shall be 
returned to him.
27—  (1) Every license or transfer of license granted 
by the Licensing Authority—
(a) shall be granted for the time specified therein 
in accordance with the provisions o f this Law 
and upon payment of the duty chargeable 
thereon or of a proportionate part thereon for the. 
year for which the same is applied fo r ; and
(b) shall in no case continue in force beyond the 
thirty-first day o f March after it is granted.
(2) The Clerk of each parish shall keep separate, 
books to be provided at the public expense and shall 
enter and record therein all licenses within ten days 
after the licenses shall have been granted by the 
Licensing Authority and shall within the same time* 
cause a list of the names o f all persons who shall 
obtain license to be fairly transcribed in alphabetical 
order and posted up in the most public part o f his office. 
He shall also within the same time transmit a copy of 
such alphabetical list to the publisher of the Gazette 
for publication therein.
T ransfer of Licenses.
28— Applications for the transfer of a license—
(a) to some other person; or
(b) to some other premises in the parish,
may be made at a Session or Special Session of the 
Licensing Authority who may grant or refuse the same 
in accordance with the provisions of this Law. In 
either case the application shall be in writing ad-
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dressed to the Licensing Authority and delivered to the 
Clerk not less than twenty-one days before the day 
fixed for a Session or Special Session of the Licensing 
Authority. A copy of the intended application shall 
also be served by the applicant within the same time 
on the Inspector.
In the case of a proposed transfer to some other person 
the application shall state the name, address, occupation 
and description of the proposed transferee and such other 
particulars as will show his fitness to be granted a license. 
It shall be the duty of the Inspector to make all proper 
enquiries as to the fitness of the proposed transferee and 
to report thereon to the Licensing Authority.
In case of a proposed transfer to some other premises 
in the parish, the same conditions as far as practicable 
shall be fulfilled in all respects both by the applicant, the 
Inspector, the Clerk and otherwise as are provided by the 
foregoing sections of this Law in the case of an applica­
tion for a license for premises not already licensed.
In either case the application for the transfer may be 
opposed in the same way as an application for a license.
29— If an application for a transfer is granted the 
Licensing Authority may make an order according to the 
form in the second schedule to this Law. The order shall 
be entered in a book to be kept by the Clerk for the pur­
pose and the party applying for the order shall pay to the 
Clerk the sum of two pounds therefor, which sum shall be 
accounted for and paid over by the Clerk at such time 
and in such manner as he is required by Law to pay over 
other moneys received by him. The Clerk shall cause 
the particulars of all transfers granted to be published in 
the Gazette in the same manner and within the period in 
which particulars of licenses granted are required to be 
published by this Law.
Special  and Occasional Licenses.
30— It shall be lawful for the Governor in Privy 
Council to authorise the Collector General, without an
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application to or grant by the Licensing Authority, to 
issue a license to :—
(a) The Director of the Railway or any person 
nominated by him in respect of the sale of spirits 
at any station or on any train of the Jamaica 
Government Railway.
(b) The Harbour Master o f Kingston or any 
person nominated by him in respect o f the 
supply to passengers o f spirits during the actual 
passage on board any passenger coasting steamer 
plying between ports or places in Jamaica.
In respect o f any license granted under (b) there 
shall be payable a license duty o f ten pounds and a 
stamp duty of twenty shillings.
Any license issued under this section shall be subject 
to such restrictions as to hours and manner o f sale 
as the Governor may in each case prescribe and shall 
not be deemed to authorise any sale or delivery in 
violation of such restrictions. Any such license shall 
be deemed to be a license for the parish o f Kingston 
and also a license for the parish in which such trains 
or passenger coasting steamers may be at any time 
and shall be subject to all the provisions, conditions, 
limitations and penalties provided for a Tavern License 
under this Law, so far as they are applicable, prescribed 
by the Governor in Privy Council as aforesaid.
A License under this Section shall be in such form as 
the Collector General may prescribe.
3 1 — it shall be lawful for the Governor on the joint 
certificate of the Inspector-General o f Police and the 
Collector General that any hotel in which there is 
a bar or other drinking accommodation open tothe public 
is kept mainly for the bona fide entertainment of guests 
using such hotel for sleeping and taking meals there­
in, and that it is for the general public convenience 
that such authority should be given to authorise the 
Chairman of the Licensing Authority at his discretion 
to grant a Special Hotel License for such hotel on
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payment o f the duty therefor specified in the first 
schedule to this Law ; and such license shall be deemed 
to authorise the retailing o f alcoholic liquors for 
consumption on the licensed premises without dis­
tinction of the persons to whom or the part o f the 
premises in which liquors shall be supplied : provided 
always that no liquor shall be sold under such special 
license to persons not guests at such hotel at any 
time during which the keeping open o f licensed premi­
ses for the sale o f alcoholic liquor to the public 
generally is forbidden by this or any other L a w : 
provided also that on the occasion o f any dance, 
ball, or other entertainment being held after closing 
hours in an hotel so specially licensed it shall be lawful 
for the Resident Magistrate o f the parish on application, 
without any fee, to authorise in writing the licensed 
occupier of such hotel to supply alcoholic liquors to 
the persons attending such dance, ball, or entertainment 
during such hours as may be specified in such authority 
and thereupon such occupier may lawfully supply the 
same accordingly.
A License under this Section shall be in such form as Form, 
the Chairman of the Licensing Authority may prescribe-
32—A licensed retailer o f spirits may apply to the Licenses for. public entert
Chairman of the Licensing Authority for a special ments, etc. 
license on the occasion of any public entertainment, 
festivity, or meeting, to carry on his trade at the place 
of such entertainment, festivity, or meeting within the 
district in which his licensed premises are situate 
and the Chairman, by certificate under his band, 
may at his discretion grant such special license for 
the hours and to the extent that may be deemed 
necessary for the public convenience: provided that:—
(1 ) sufficient notice o f such application shall have 
been given to the Inspector who may oppose the same;
(2) no such license shall be granted in any case to 
extend beyond the occasion in respect of which 
the same is granted;
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(3) such license shall not, unless specially pel 
mitted therein, be deemed to permit any sale of 
alcoholic liquors except between the hours 
during which the same may be by Law allowecf 
to be sold on the premises of the applicant; and
(4 ) on the issue of every such certificate there shall be 
paid the fee set out in the first schedule to this Law.
A License under this Section shall be in such form as 
the Chairman of the Licensing Authority may prescribe,
33— On the occasion of any public horse-race, or othej.’ 
lawful or accustomed amusement or exhibition b e d *  
held in any parish, it shall be lawful for the 
Chairman of the Licensing Authority on application 
in writing of any person holding a Town Retail 
or a Tavern License in respect of any premise^ 
within the parish, which application must be submitted 
through the Inspector not less than three days befor£ 
such race, amusement, or exhibition, to grant such 
person authority in writing to sell spirits according to 
the tenor of his license, in a booth, tent, or other 
temporary structure at the place where, and for the day 
or days during which, such race or other amusement 
or exhibition as aforesaid may be held, as if  the sam^- 
formed part of his licensed premises, notwithstanding 
that the holder of the license may be one o f the person® 
compelled by any Law relating to public holidays tp 
close his place of business on the day on which such 
race or other amusement or exhibition is held : provided 
that the person authorised as aforesaid shall keep 
exhibited in some conspicuous place over or on the 
outside of such booth, tent, or structure, his name ai® 
the number of his license. Any licensee as aforesaid 
who shall have obtained such authority as aforesai'd 
who shall fail to comply with the terms o f the pro 
vision hereinbefore contained, and shall nevertheless 
sell spirits in any such place or on any such occasion 
as aforesaid, shall, in respect of any such failure be
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guilty of an offence and shall be liable on summary 
conviction to a penalty of twenty pounds.
A License under this Section shall be in such form as 
the Chairman of the Licensing Authority may presci’ibe.
Hours o f  O p e n in g  a n d  C l o s in g  L ic e n s e d  P r e m is e s .
34— The hours for keeping open Town and Village 
Retail Houses, Taverns and Hotels, respectively, shall 
be as follows :—
Town Retail House between eight o ’clock in the 
morning and eight o ’clock  at night on week days 
only.
Village Retail House between six o ’clock in the 
morning and eight o ’clock  at night on week days 
only.
Taverns between seven o ’clock in the morning and 
eleven o ’clock at night on week days: on Sundays 
between three o ’clock  and six o ’ clock in the after­
noon and between eight and ten o ’clock  at night
Hotels between seven o ’clock in the morning and 
midnight on week days and Sundays.
35— It shall be lawful for the Inspector, on an applica­
tion being made to him in writing, to grant any licensed 
retailer or tavern keeper within the parish a special 
license to keep his premises open until midnight on 
any special occasion and for any special reason on any 
week day : but such license shall only apply for the 
day for which it is granted and the proof o f any such 
special license in any proceedings taken for an offence 
against this Law shall be on the defendant.
36— Subject to the provisions of the immediately preced­
ing section, every licensee and person in charge of a 
Retail House, Tavern or Hotel which shall be open or 
where any spirits shall be sold except within the hour 
fixed as aforesaid, shall be guilty of an offence against 
this Law and on summary conviction shall be liable to 
a penalty of twenty pounds : provided however, that 
nothing herein shall be deemed to prevent any tavern 
or hotel keeper from admitting and supplying refresh-
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ment to any bona fide traveller or lodger or any person 
who has entered the Hotel or Tavern before the hour 
for closing, and has been dining or taking supper therein: 
provided that the burden of proof that any person found 
in a hotel or tavern after prohibited hours is a person 
exempted as aforesaid, shall in all cases be on the hotel 
or tavern keeper.
O b l i g a t i o n s  o f  L i c e n s e e s .
37— Every person holding a license granted by the 
Licensing Authority shall cause a board to be affixed on 
the front of his licensed premises over the door toward 
the public street, lane, or road, wherever the same shall 
be situated; with his name, or when the trade is carried 
on by a company or firm, the name or style of the 
company or firm and after the name the word “ licensed” 
adding thereto the words necessary to express the trade 
for which the license has been granted. The particulars 
required by this section shall be painted in white letters 
two inches in size on a black ground and shall also 
state the number of the license.
(2) If any person does not paint or place and fix such> 
letters as aforesaid, or does not keep the same so, 
painted or placed and fixed he shall be guilty of an 
offence and shall be liable on summary conviction to a 
penalty of five pounds for each and every day during 
which such neglect continues.
(3) If any person shall put up or have any such 
letters as aforesaid upon his premises falsely import­
ing that he is licensed to carry on any trade other than 
he is in truth so licensed to carry on he shall be 
guilty of an offence and shall be liable on summary 
conviction to a penalty of fifty pounds.
38—  Every retailer of spirits shall keep a book in which he1 
shall record in English the following particulars of every 
lot of spirits received into his licensed premises.
The date o f receipt.
The name of the person from whom received.
The quantity and description of spirits.
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Every house, building, room, and every fixed cask 
vessel or utensil intended to be used by him 
for the keeping or storing o f or dealing in or 
retailing such spirits.
He shall produce such Stock Book together with any T o produce 
bill of parcels, permit, or other document which 
accompanied the spirits for the inspection o f any 
Collector, or Inspector, or of any Officer o f Revenue or 
Police specially deputed for the purpose.
Everv retailer failing to keep or to produce when Penalty for■ . non-production.
called upon to do so by any of the Officers aforesaid, 
the Stock Book, or bills o f parcels, permits or other 
documents required by this section, shall be guilty of 
an offence and shall be liable on summary conviction to 
a penalty of ten pounds for each default.
39— Every person holding any license under this Law Penalty fornon-
'I production or
shall be bound to produce his license in any Court o f obliteration of
lic e n s eJustice or to any Inspector or Sub-Inspector o f Police, 
if be be required to do so. Any such person who fails 
to produce his license when so required or who defaces 
or obliterates, or attempts to deface or obliterate any 
record of a conviction on his license; shall be guilty of 
an offence and on being convicted of so doing or o f the 
attempt shall be liable to forfeit such license and shall 
also be liable to a penalty of ten pounds.
G e n e r a l  P r o v is io n s .
40— The Collector-General may refund any amount of Refund of
, , , . . . . . , , amounts over-
hcense duty which may appear to him to have been over- paid, 
paid under this Law.
41— In proving the sale or consumption of alcoholic Evidence
. . .  , . , required to
liquors it shall not be necessary to show that any money prove sale or 
actually passed, or that any alcoholic liquor was actually oT\iqaov]°n 
consumed, if the Court hearing the case be satisfied that 
a transaction in the nature of a sale actually took place, 
or that any consumption of alcoholic liquor was about to 
take place ; and proof of consumption or intended con­
sumption of alcoholic liquors on licensed premises by
so fNo. 38.) The Spirit License Law, 192?.
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some person other than the occupier or a member of his 
family, or a servant in such premises, shall be evidence 
that such liquor was sold to the person consuming or 
carrying away or being about to consume or carry away 
the same.
42—  No action or suit shall be maintainable to recover 
any debt or sum of money alleged to be due in respect of 
the sale of any alcoholic liquor which was delivered for 
consumption on the premises where sold or supplied on 
credit or in respect of any spirits sold in less quantity at 
any one time than a reputed quart unless in any case the 
amount forms part of any hotel or lodging bill of a guest 
bona fide lodging or boarding at such premises.
43—  It shall be lawful for any person to seize and 
detain, and to call upon any Constable to seize and detain 
any spirits which shall be sold or exposed for sale in any 
manner or place prohibited by this Law ; and it shall be 
the duty of every Constable, either when so called on, or 
on view, to apprehend and detain any person selling or 
exposing for sale in any manner or place prohibited by this 
Law, any spirits whatsoever, and also to seize and detain 
any spirits so sold or exposed for sale, and to receive and 
keep the spirits which may have been seized by any other 
person as aforesaid, and in either of the cases herein men­
tioned, to carry the spirits seized and detained, and also 
the person apprehended, before the Resident Magistrate 
of the parish wherein such person shall be apprehended, 
who shall proceed to the examination of the matter, and 
upon due proof that the spirits are liable to  forfeiture 
under this Law, may award the penalty by this Law 
mposed upon the party so offending, and may condemn 
the said spirits, which shall be thereafter sold by 
the Collector.
44—  Every building or place used as a Tavern and every 
building or place in whic spirits are retailed under a 
Town Retail License shall be held as one place of business 
and if any such building or place is divided or partitioned
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off into separate places of business a license shall be 
required for each separate building or place.
45— When a Volunteer Canteen is authorised by the 
Commandant of the Local Forces and is managed by a 
committee who have no interest in the profits, a license 
is not necessary for the sale therein of alcoholic liquors 
to any person entitled to purchase articles at such 
Canteen.
46— Every conviction of a person holding a license 
under this Law, or being a keeper or manager of premises 
licensed under this Law, of any of the following offences 
committed on the premises for which such person may 
hold the license or be the keeper or manager
Abusive, or indecent, or obscene, or profane language, 
assault, or disorderly conduct, or of any offence 
under this Law,
shall be endorsed on the license which shall be produced 
for that purpose in C ou rt; and on a second suen endorse­
ment the license shall be ordered to be forfeited. After 
the forfeiture of any license under this Law the house or 
premises for which it was granted shall be and be deemed 
to be in all respects an unlicensed house. 47
47— The Inspector shall satisfy himself from time to 
time in the case of a Tavern or Hotel, that the bedrooms, 
public rooms and other accommodation required under 
the provisions of this Law are kept and are available for 
the purposes therein stated, and in the case of a Town 
Retail shop that there is no dwelling or living room having 
any internal communication with the shop by door, 
window, jalousie, passage, or otherwise, and that any 
separating partition is kept close boarded and built up to 
the roof. And that otherwise no improper or unauthorised 
alteration has been made in the licensed premises since 
the date when the license has been granted or transferred.
Any person holding a license to retail spirits, or keep a 
Tavern or Hotel under this Law, who shall be convicted of
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an indictable offence, shall, on proof of the fact before 
two Justices of the Peace, forfeit his license. Any person 
licensed to keep a Tavern or Hotel who shall be found 
not to have the number of rooms or other accommodation 
provided for by this Law and any holder of a license 
to retail spirits whose licensed premises shall have any 
internal communication with any dwelling or living 
room, or the separating partitions of which, since the date 
when his license has been granted or renewed, have been 
altered in any improper or unauthorised manner, shall on 
proof thereof before the two Justices of the Peace be 
liable to forfeit his license, and to a penalty of twenty 
pounds.
48— (1) Whenever it shall appear to the satisfaction of 
the Governor that any substance, liquor, or ingredi­
ent is used, or is capable of use in the preparation of, or 
is mixed with alcoholic liquor, and that such substance, 
liquor, or ingredient is of a noxious or detrimental nature, 
or that the use thereof will lead to General Revenue being 
prejudiced or is in fraud of a purchaser or is prejudicial to 
the health of the people, it shall be lawful for the 
Governor in Privy Council by order in Privy Council to be 
published in the Gazette to prohibit the use by any person 
of any such substance, liquor, or ingredient, either entirely 
or in any greater quantity or proportion than in such 
order shall be prescribed in the preparation of or mixture 
with any alcoholic liquor for sale, and by like order to 
withdraw or modify such prohibition at any time.
(2) If after the publication of any such notice of prohibi­
tion in the Gazette any person shall use or have on his 
premises any such prohibited substance, liquor or ingre­
dient, whether mixed with alcoholic liquor or not, or 
as the case may be, shall have such substance, liquor, or 
ingredient mixed with liquor for sale in more than the 
prescribed quantity or proportion he shall be guilty of an 
offence and shall be liable on summary conviction to a 
penalty of One Hundred Pounds; and any such substance,
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liquor or ingredient, and also the alcoholic liquor in the pre­
paration whereof any such substance, liquor, or ingredient 
may have been mixed or used, shall be forfeited.
(3) The provisions of this section shall apply to any 
licensed person and also to any distiller or compounder.
(4 ) For the purposes of this section the Inspector or 
any Police Constable shall have the same powers of 
obtaining samples and of having analyses made as are 
conferred by any Law for the time being in force dealing 
with the adulteration of food and drugs.
49— At the hearing of any information or complaint of 
an offence against this Law the production of a certificate 
signed by the Government Analyst or Deputy Island 
Chemist shall be sufficient evidence of all the facts therein 
stated unless the defendant require that the Analyst or 
Deputy Island Chemist be summoned as a witness, in 
which case the Magistrate shall cause him to be sum­
moned to appear on a day and at a time to be specified.
50—  If a person charged with an offence be convicted, 
he shall, in addition to the penalty imposed upon him, be 
ordered to pay the following sums, that is to say:—
(1) The sum of one guinea for every day or part of 
a day on or during which the Analyst or Chemist 
in obedience to such summons shall have attended 
in Court.
(2) The travelling expenses of the Analyst or Chemist.
(3) All other expenses whatsoever incurred in pro­
curing, delivering and analysing any alcoholic 
liquor, under this Law.
(4) All other legal expenses of the prosecution.
The sums so payable shall be deemed costs of conviction 
recoverable in manner provided in and by any Law for 
the time being in force regulating recovery of costs in 
summary proceedings in a Resident Magistrate’s Court.
51— No license granted under this Law shall create or 
be deemed to create any vested interest or right or confer 
any right to a renewal of the license,
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E x e m p tio n s . 52— Nothing in this Law contained shall be construed
to make illegal:—
(1) Any sale or delivery of or dealing in any alcoholic 
liquors on his licensed premises by a licensed 
distiller or compounder in the manner authorised 
by any Law regulating the trade of such person.
(2) Any dispensing by a licensed druggist of spirits 
in the preparation of medicine prescribed by a 
registered medical practitioner, or any sale or 
delivery by a licensed druggist of a bona fide 
medicine containing spirits of wine, or of any 
bona fide medicinal preparation of wine, beer, or 
malt extract.
(3) Any sale or delivery of or dealing in Bay Rum or 
similar liquids used for toilet or medicinal purposes.
Supervision and 53— Every house or place licensed under this Law shall
oftriIcense^ °hce be under the supervision of the Police and it shall be 
premises. lawful for any Inspector, Sub-Inspector, Sergeant-Major, 
Sergeant or Corporal of Police either alone or with such 
other Constables or persons as he may call to his assistance, 
to enter at any time, either by day or night, upon any 
such house or place within his district for the purpose of 
inspection, or for the better preservation of order and 
decency, or of preventing or detecting the violation of 
any of the provisions of this Law.
Every licensed person who by himself or by any person in 
his employment or acting by his direction or with his 
consent, refuses, or on being called upon fails to admit such 
Inspector, Sub-Inspector, Sergeant-Major, Sergeant, or 
Corporal of Police, either alone, or with such other Con­
stables or persons as he may call to his assistance, shall be 
guilty of an offence and shall be liable on summary con­
viction to a penalty of twenty pounds ; and every person 
w h o  shall obstruct any such officer or person in making 
any such entry, or who shall aid in making any such 
obstruction shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable
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on summary conviction to such penalty or punishment as 
is by Law imposed on persons obstructing the Police in the 
execution of their duty.
54— Every person holding a license granted by the Penalty for re- 
Licensing Authority who shall sell any spirits reduced by with"8 anything 
anything but pure water shall be guilty of an offence and but pure water' 
shall on summary conviction be liable to a penalty of ten
pounds.
55— All spirits found in any licensed retail shop OF Penalty for
_  • i j. xx i „ 1  selling rumTavern, or m the bar of any Hotel, or of any railway under 28 proof, 
station, or of any passenger coasting steamer, shall be 
deemed to be part of the stock and to be exposed for sa le 
and if any person holding a Retail, Tavern or Hotel license 
or special license, in respect of a railway station or train or 
of a passenger coasting steamer, shall sell or expose for sale 
in any licensed retail shop, or Tavern, or Hotel, or railway 
station, or train, or passenger coasting steamer, any rum 
at a lower proof than twenty-eight degrees by the Hydro­
static Bubble for ascertaining the strength of rum which 
bubble shall be equivalent to fifteen. degrees under proof 
by Sykes’ Hydrometer at a temperature of eighty degrees 
by Fahrenheit’s Thermometer, he shall be guilty of an 
offence and on summary conviction he shall be liable to a 
penalty of three pounds for each offence and the evidence 
of any Revenue or Excise Officer who has tested any rum by 
such bubble shall be presumptive as to its strength, unless 
it is proved affirmatively by or on behalf of the person 
charged that such test is incorrect. The person holding 
any of the above licenses and the person who is the actual 
keeper or manager of the licensed premises shall each be 
equally guilty of an offence and on summary conviction 
shall each be equally liable to the above penalty.
56— Any person holding any license under this Law, and Offences by 
any person who is the manager or actual keeper of licensed persons, 
premises who shall—
(a) permit drunkenness or other disorderly conduct in 
his licensed house or premises : provided, that when
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the persons aforesaid are charged with permitting 
drunkenness on the licensed premises, and it is 
proved that any person was drunk on such premises, 
it shall lie on such persons to prove that 
all reasonable steps were taken for preventing 
drunkenness on the premises; or
(b) suffer any unlawful games, or any gaming what­
soever therein; or
(c) permit or suffer persons of notoriously bad 
character to assemble and meet together therein; 
or
(d) supply spirits to a person already intoxicated;or
(e) permit or suffer, or fail to use his best endeavours 
to prevent and put an end to any disorderly or 
improper conduct in his licensed house; or
(f) permit any person or persons, other than those
employed on the premises or having lawful 
business there, to remain on the licensed premises 
after the hour for closing the same, the proof 
that such person or persons were so employed, 
or had lawful business to lie on the party accused;
shall on summary conviction, for a first offence, be liable 
to a penalty of Five Pounds, and for any second or 
subsequent offence, to a penalty of twenty pounds and be 
liable also to forfeit his license.
No offence under this section shall be deemed a second 
or subsequent offence, otherwise than in connection with a 
previous offence or offences committed within five years.
The person in whose name the license is held, and the; 
person who is the actual keeper or manager of the licensed 
premises, shall each be equally liable to the penalties set 
forth in this section of this Law, and for any breach of 
this section of the Law, committed by any servant or 
servants employed upon the premises.
Offences in 57— Every person who shall be guilty of—
premises. (a) drunkenness, or other disorderly or improper
conduct in any part of a licensed house; or
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(b) engaging in any unlawful games or gaming in a 
part of any licensed house; or
(c) being found on any licensed premises after the 
hour for closing the same, unless such person 
be employed on the premises or have lawful 
business there, the proof of such employment 
or such lawful business to lie on the party 
accused,
shall for every offence be liable on summary conviction to 
a penalty of ten pounds, or be imprisoned in any prison, 
with or without hard labour for a period of thirty days.
5 8 — (1) Any Constable may demand the name and constable may'  ' J , . require name
address of any person found on any licensed premises and address
during the period during which they are required to be premises.
closed, and, if he has reasonable ground to suppose
that the name or address given is false, may require
evidence of the correctness of such name and address, and
may, if such person fail upon such demand to give his
name or address, or evidence of the correctness of the Power of arrest
name or address so given, apprehend him without warrant,
and carry him as soon as practicable before a Magistrate.
(2) Any person required by a Constable under this section Penalty, 
to give his name and address, who fails to give the same, 
or gives a false name or address, or gives false evidence 
with respect to such name and address, shall be guilty of 
an offence and on summary conviction be liable to a 
penalty of five pounds.
jssiy Everv person who by falsely representing himself Penalty for false 
to be a traveller or lodger, buys or obtains, or attempts to or buying after 
buy or obtain at' any licensed premises any alcoholic ours‘ 
liquor during the period during which such premises are or 
should be closed, shall be guilty of an offence and on 
summary conviction_ be liable to a penalty of five pounds,
59_ m  Anv Revenue Officer or Excise Officer may at Revenuevv v '   ^ Officers powei
a n y  time enter into any house, premises, building, room, to^  enter premi- 
or other place, entered, licensed, or used for the keeping search.
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7or storing of or selling alcoholic liquors, and examine 
any alcoholic liquor found therein, and may search 
for and take samples of any such alcoholic liquors, 
paying for any sample the usual price, and may inspect 
all books, invoices, permits and certificates relating to the 
trade, and may also search for and seize any alcoholic 
liquor for the sale of which a license is not held; and if any 
person in the occupation of any house, premises, building, 
room, or other place, or person by his direction, refuses or 
fails to admit any Revenue Officer or Excise Officer into or 
upon such house, premises, building, room, or other place, 
or wilfully impedes, resists, or obstructs such Officer in 
such inspection, he shall be guilty of an offence and on 
summary conviction be liable to a penalty of twenty 
pounds.
(2) Any Inspector, Sub-Inspector, Sergeant-Major, 
Sergeant, or Corporal of Police or any Constable shall, 
in respect of any premises licensed under this Law, have 
the same powers of entry, inspection, search, and taking 
samples as a Revenue Officer or an Excise Officer.
Search 60— (1) If upon information given on oath it appears
Warrant. . .
to any Justice that there is reasonable cause for suspecting 
that any alcoholic liquor is kept for the purpose of sale 
by retail by any person not duly licensed in that behalf 
or by any licensed person in any premises not specified in 
his license, such Justice may, by warrant under his hand 
directed to any Revenue Officer or Excise Officer, Inspector, 
Sub-Inspector, Sergeant-Major, Sergeant or Corporal of 
Police or any Constable, authorise such Officer, Inspector, 
Sub-Inspector, Sergeant-Major, Sergeant, or Corporal of 
Police or Constable to enter and search such pre­
mises, and, by the said warrant, may, if he thinks fit, 
specially authorise such Officer, Inspector, Sub-Inspector, 
Sergeant-Major, Sergeant, or Coiporal of Police or Con­
stable to enter and search such premises at any time of 
the day or night, and moreover, if he thinks fit, may 
specially authorise such Officer, Inspector, Sub-Inspector, 
Sergeant-Major, Sergeant, or Corporal of Police or Con-
38 [No. $8.] i ’he (Spirit License Law, 195?.
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stable, with or without assistants, after having made 
known his authority, to break open or otherwise use 
force in order to effect an entry to such premises.
(2) If, upon search under this section, any such alco- Seizure on
• searchholic liquor or any vessel used for holding or measuring 
the same is found, it shall be lawful for the Revenue Officer 
or Excise Officer, Inspector, Sub-Inspector, Sergeant- 
Major, Sergeant, or Corporal of Police or the Constable 
executing the warrant to take possession of and secure such 
liquor or vessel; and they may apprehend and bring before 
a Magistrate not only the person in whose premises the 
same are found, but also every other person found in such 
premises, who appears to have been employed or assisting 
in the retailing of alcoholic liquor, and unless it be 
made to appear to such Magistrate that such alcoholic 
liquor was not deposited for the purpose of being sold by 
retail in such premises, the person in whose premises such 
alcoholic liquor is found, and every person so appearing 
to have been employed or assisting in the retailing thereof 
in such premises, shall be guilty of an offence and on 
summary conviction be liable to a penalty of one hundred 
pounds.
(3) All alcoholic liquor found on any search under this Forfeiture, 
section, together with all vessels used for holding or 
measuring the same, or in any way in and about the 
retailing thereof, shall, upon any conviction in respect 
thereof be forfeited to His Majesty.
(4) Every warrant under this section shall remain in Duration of 
force for one month from the day of the date thereof, and
it shall be no defence to any charge under sub-section (1) 
that the liquor found on the premises was deposited or 
brought thereon after the issue of the warrant.
61—Every holder of a license under this Law who— offences.
(a) knowingly employs any person under the age of E“ *>1°y“ f  r 
eighteen years to sell or assist in the selling of is years, 
spirits in any licensed premises; or
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(b) serves or permits to be served or sold to any 
person under the age of sixteen years any 
alcoholic liquor for consumption on the 
premises; or
(c) serves or permits to be served with alcoholic 
liquor, whether on payment therefor or not, 
any Police Constable while on duty or any 
person in charge of any public vehicle while on 
duty,
shall be guilty of an offence and on summary conviction 
shall be liable to a penalty of ten pounds.
Any employee or assistant of a license holder who does 
any of the acts mentioned in sub-sections (b) and (c) above, 
shall also be guilty of an offence and on summary 
conviction be liable to a penalty of ten pounds.
62—  (1) Any licensed person may refuse to admit to, 
and may turn out of the premises in respect of which his 
license is granted, any person who is drunken, violent, 
quarrelsome, or disorderly, or whom he finds gambling on 
the premises, and any other person whose presence on his 
premises would subject him to a penalty.
(2) Any such person who, upon being requested in pur­
suance of this section by such licensed person, or his 
servant, or a member of his family, or any Police Con­
stable to quit such premises, refuses or fails so to do, 
shall be guilty of an offence and on summary conviction 
be liable to a penalty of ten pounds; and all Police 
Constables are required, on the demand of such licensed 
person, agent, or servant, to expel or assist in expelling 
every such person from such premises, and may use such 
force as may be required for that purpose.
63—  (1) When any riot or tumult happens, or is expected 
to happen, a Resident Magistrate, or any Justice of the 
Peace or the Inspector-General or any Inspector or Sub- 
Inspector of the Jamaica Constabulary Force may order 
every holder of a Retail or Tavern License under this Law 
in or near the place where the riot or tumult happens, or
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is expected to happeri, to close his premises during any­
time which the Resident Magistrate, Justice of the Peace, 
Inspector-General, Inspector or Sub-Inspector may order.
Any order under this section shall be sufficiently made 
if given to the person in charge of tbe licensed premises :
Provided that it shall be lawful for the Governor to alter 
the time during which any closing order stall operate as 
aforesaid.
(2) Any person who disobeys any order made as afdi-e- Penalty, 
said shall be liable oil sdmmary conviction before d Resi­
dent Magistrate in respect of each offehce to a penalty bf 
one hundred pounds and in default of payment to‘ im­
prisonment with or without hard labour for a period of 
six months • and any person acting by order of the 
Inspector-General or any such Inspector or Sub-Inspector 
or Resident Magistrate or Justice of the Peace may use 
such force as may be necessary for the purpose of closing 
the premises.
64— In any proceeding under this Law, a conviction Proof of 
may be proved by the production of a certificate stating convictlon* 
the substance and effect of such conviction, and omitting
the fofrrtal patts thereof purporting to be signed by the 
Clerk of the Courts Or other officer having the custody of 
the records of the' convicting Court, and by proof of the 
identity of the person hariied in such certificate; arid no 
ptriof ne'e'd be given Of the sigfiatUre or official character 
of the person appearing to have signed such Certificate.
65— For every neglect,- omission or delay on the part of Neglect of 
any Clerk to perform any duty by this Law imposed on for.r ’ 15611317 
him, he shall forfeit a sum not exceeding five pounds,
and an additional sum, not exceedirig one pound, for each 
day’s subsequent delay after the first- day’s default in 
performing Such duty.
66— If any p’ersori shall' be guilty of an offence against Penalties not 
this Law, of of a Breach of ririy of its provisions or of any ^dedfor.pro' 
of its regulations iriaae' tinder it for which no penalty or 
pifnishment is Specially attached, he shall be liable ori 
summary conviction to a penalty of ten pourids. •
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67—  In the recovery of any penalty under this Law for 
selling or supplying on sale alcoholic liquors without a 
license or in a manner unauthorised by a license, it shall 
be sufficient to allege that the defendant sold spirits, 
without having in force a license authorising him so to 
do; and it shall not be necessary further or otherwise to 
describe the offence.
68—  All penalties hereby imposed shall be recovered 
and enforced in a summary manner before the Resident 
Magistrate of the parish where the offence is committed, 
who, if such penalty be not forthwith paid, may award 
imprisonment with or without hard labour for six months.
69—  A summons against any person for contravention 
of any of the provisions of this Law may be served on 
him in the same manner as summonses are served in a 
Resident Magistrate’s Court and also where the summons 
is against a person holding a license under this Law, by 
delivery of a copy of the summons to the person in 
charge of the licensed premises to which the alleged 
contravention relates.
70— Any person aggrieved by any decision of the 
Licensing Authority granting or refusing an application for 
a license or transfer of a license, may appeal from such 
decision to the Full Court: Provided that for the purpose of 
this section “  any person aggrieved”  shall mean the appli­
cant or any person who is entitled under the provisions 
of this Law to object to such license or transfer and who 
shall have appeared before the Licensing Authority and 
objected to such license or transfer: Provided also that 
an appeal shall be only on questions of Law.
71—  The powers of supervision, search, entry and 
taking of samples conferred upon Revenue Officers, Excise 
Officers and Officers and members of the Constabulary 
Force under the provisions of this Law are hereby conferred 
upon and extended to all such persons in relation to all 
premises on which beer and wine are sold under a license 
taken out under Law 7 of 1908.
72—  The Laws mentioned in the Third Schedule to this Law repealed. 
Law are hereby repealed.
73— This Law shall come into operation on the first Com“ sA operation of
day of February, 1928. Law.
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FIRST SCHEDULE. Sea. 10(1),
For each Wholesale License in the parish of 
Kingston
In any other parish
For each Town Retail License or Tavern License 
in the Urban and Suburban Wards of the Cor­
porate Area established under the Kingston and 
St. Andrew Corporation Law (Law 3 of 1923) 
and any Law amending the same or substi­
tuted therefor
For each Town Retail License or Tavern License 
in the town of Port Royal, Gordon Town, 
Spanish Town, Linstead, Old Harbour Market, 
Chapelton, May Pen, Mandeville, Black 
River, Santa Cruz, Balaclava, Christiana, Spald­
ings, Savanna-la-Mar, Lucea, Montego Bay, 
Falmouth, Duncans, St. Ann’s Bay, Brown’s 
Town, Port Maria, Annotto Bay, Oracabessa, 
Richmond, Highgate, Port Antonio, Buff Bay, 
Hope Bay, Morant Bay, and Bath 
For each Town Off License 
For each Tavern License or Village Retail License 
in any other part of the Island 
For every Hotel License in the Urban and Sub­
urban Wards of the Corporate 'Area established 
under the Kingston and St. Andrew Corpora­
tion Law (Law 3 of 1923) and any Law amend­
ing the same or substituted therefor 
In any other part of the Island ..
For every Occasional License in any part of the 
Island
For every Special Hotel License in the Urban and 
Suburban Wards of the Corporate Area estab­
lished under the Kingston and St. Andrew 
Corporation Law (Law 3 of 1923) and any Law 
amending the same or substituted therefor .. 
In any other part of the Island 
For every Special License in case of any public 
entertainment, festivity, or meeting
for every twenty-four hours or part of 
twenty-four hours. . .  _
£ s. d.
10 0 0 
5 0 0
25 0 0
20 0 0 
20 0 0
10 0 0
10 0 0 
5 0 0
2 0 0
15 0 0 
5 0 0
2 0
Sec. S:
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SECOND SCHEDULE.
(Form of a License to sell Spirits by Wholesdle.)
No..........
Jamaica SS.
A.B. of the parish of having paid to the,Collector
of Taxes the amount of duty for a License to sell Spirits by Wholesale; 
and the Stamp Duty thereon, and having applied to me for such License 
in accordance with the provisions of section 11 of the Spirit License Law 
1927: These are to License the said
to sell Spirits Wholesale, or in quantities not less than are mentioned in 
the said Law, in the said parish from the day of
19 , to the 31st day of March, 19
Dated this day of 19
[Nd. 38.] Thi SpiHt License Laid, 1997.
Clerk of the Courts tor the 
parish of
{Form, of a Town or Village Retail License:)
No...........
Jamaica SS.
At a Licensing Session held under the provisions of the Spirit 
License Law, 1927, in and for the parish of on
the day of 19 , for
that purpose, of
having been approved of as a , Retailer of Spirits
to be consumed in or conveyed from a certain house at present occupied 
by him situate at , in Jhe parish of
and having paid the duty required by Law. These are to License the 
said to sell and dispose of spirits by retail to
be drunk and consumed on the premises above-mentioned, or to be taken 
therefrom at the option of the purchaser in quantities not exceeding the 
quantities mentioned in the said Law, and subject generally to the 
provisions of the said Law.
This license to be in force from the day of
19 , difiil the 3lst day of March; 19
Dieted this day of 19
Clerk o'f the Courts for the parish 
of
(Forni of a Tavern License.)
No...........
Jamaica SS.
At a Licensing Session held under the provisions of the Spirit 
License Law, 1927, in and for the parish of On tfie
day of l9  , fdr that
purpose, of
having been approved of as a Retailer of Spirits; to1 be draAk Or consumed
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in a certain House, for the accommodation of Travellers, situate at 
in the said parish, and having paid the duty 
required by Law: These are therefore to license the said
to sell and dispose of Spirits to be drunk and 
consumed on the above-mentioned premises, and not otherwise, and 
subject to all the provisions of the said Law relating to Tavern Licenses: 
This License to be in force from until the 31st
day of March, 19
Dated this day of 19 .
[No. 38.]
Clerk of the Courts for the parish 
of
(Form  o f a H otel License.)
No...........
Jamaica SS.
At a Licensing Session held under the provisions of The Spirit 
License Law, 1927, in and for the parish of on the
day of 19 for that purpose
of having been approved of as a
Retailer of Spirits, to be drunk or consumed in a certain Hotel, situate 
at . in the said parish, and having paid the duty
required by Law:
These are therefore to license the said to sell
and dispose of Spirits to be drunk and consumed on the above-mentioned 
premises subject to the provisions of the above-named Law relating to 
Hotel Licenses:
This License to be in force from until the 31st
day of March, 19
Dated this day of 19
Clerk of the Courts for the 
parish of
( Form  o f Order fo r  a Transfer License.)
No........ .
Jamaica SS.
At a Licensing Session held under the provisions of the Spirit License 
• Law, 1927, in and for the parish of on the day
of 19 for that purpose,
carrying on business as a at
in the parish of having applied for permission
to transfer his license from the house for which it was originally granted, 
to the house now in his possession at or to of
in the said parish of (as.
the case may be) and it having been proved to the Licensing Authority
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that the conditions relating to transfers have been complied with, and? 
that the proper License Duty has been paid, the application to transfer- 
the License to was granted.
Dated the day of _ 19
[No. 38.] The Spirit License Law, 1927.
Clerk of the Courts for the 
parish of
$ec 72. THIRD SCHEDULE.
No. of Law. Title. Extent of Repeal^
31 of 1905 The Spirit License Law, 1905 The whole Law.
24 of 1911. The Spirit License Amendment Law, do.
1911.
8 of 1919. The Spirit License Amendment Law, do.
1919.
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ANALYSIS OF CONTENTS.
1. Definitions.
2. Constitution and Jurisdiction of Court for each parish.
3. Appointment and Jurisdiction of Resident Magistrate.
4. Power to assign more than one parish to- a Resident Magistrate.
5. One Resident Magistrate may act for another.
6. Power to appoint Supernumerary Resident Magistrate.
7. Movements of Supernumerary Resident Magistrate.
8. Power to appoint Assistant Resident Magistrate for Kingston.
His qualifications.
His title.
His powers and rights.
9. His salary.
10. His duties.
11. Powers and responsibility of Resident Magistrate for Kingston
not diminished.
12. Appointment of Stipendiary Justice for Kingston.
13. Custody of the Records of District Courts.
Office copies thereof.
Evidence.
14. Courts of Record.
15. Seal of the Court.
APPOINTMENT OF RESIDENT MAGISTRATE AND CLERK 
OF THE COURTS.
16. Qualification for Resident Magistrate.
17. Power to transfer Resident Magistrate and Clerk.
18. Salaries and travelling allowance of Resident Magistrate.
19. To be Justices throughout the Island.
20. Appointment of Clerks to Resident Magistrates’ Courts.
Their duties.
21. Governor may appoint same Officer for two or more parishes or
portions of Parishes.
22. Salaries and allowances of Clerks of Courts.
23. Their qualifications.
When Assistant Clerks of Resident Magistrate’s Courts may 
become qualified to be Clerks.
Their examination.
24. Appointment and Salary of Assistant Clerk.
His duties, etc.
25. Power to appoint Deputy Clerk of the Courts.
Their Powers.
26. Powers, privileges and protections of Clerks and Deputy Clerks
in the execution of their office.
27. Limitation of the power of Deputy Clerks.
28. Business prohibited to Resident Magistrate and Clerk.
29. Residence of Resident Magistrate and Clerks of Courts.
Exception.
30. Notes of evidence.
31. Actions by and against Resident Magistrates.
32. Temporary appointments of Resident Magistrates or Clerks.
I33. Quarterly Reports by Resident Magistrates.
34. Examination of such Reports by Judges of the Supreme Court.
35. Issuing Process, registering Judgments and Orders and general
business..
36. Custody and account of fees, fines, and other money paid into or
out of Court.
37. To account for fines and expenses of levying same.
38. To keep records of all Civil Proceedings.
“ Minute Books,”  Certified copies of evidence.
39. Destruction of documents by Clerks of the Courts.
40. Certain records may be destroyed after forty years.
41. Certified entries to be of same validity as originals.
42. Clerks need not prosecute in preliminary examinations for indictable
offences unless Resident Magistrate requires him to dp so.
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BAILIFFS.
43. Appointment of Bailiffs; and appointment and dismissal of Assistant
Bailiffs.
44. Procedure as to the appointment of Assistant Bailiffs.
45. An Assistant Bailiff to be stationed at each Court House if required.
46. Powers and remuneration of Assistant Bailiffs in case of death
or removal of Bailiff.
47. Appointment, powers, fees and salary of additional Bailiff.
48. Bailiffs, etc., limited to one Court.
Exception.
49. Duties, Fees and responsibility of Bailiffs.
50. Appointment of Special Bailiff.
His powers, rights and immunities.
51. Execution of Warrants of Commitment.
52. Duty of Bailiffs, etc., to keep Accounts.
53. Receipt Books to be kept and receipts given only from these
Books.
Payments invalid if such receipt not given.
Penalty on Bailiff, &c., neglecting to give such receipt.
54. Bailiff to make Monthly Returns of Writs of Execution, and of
what has been done under them.
Examination of Bailiffs’ Returns with counterfoils, &c., and 
certificate or other dealing as to the result of examination.
55. Examination of the Bailiff on oath.
56. Bailiff to deliver process to the Resident Magistrate when required.
57. Bailiff’s salary and fees.
58. Security for fidelity, &c., to be given by Officers of the Resident
Magistrates’ Courts.
59. Action by and against Officers of Courts.
60. Power to Resident Magistrate to enquire into the conduct of
Officers of his Court, and to deal with cases of extortion, 
misconduct or neglect of duty.
61. Power to appoint person to execute any order against an Officer
of the Court.
62. Assaulting Bailiff or Officer in discharge of his duty, or obstructing
or rescuing levy.
63. Actions for damages in cases of irregularity or informality of
warrant, and protection of officer executing such waigant.
64. Limitation and restriction of actions for anything done under any
Law relating to the Resident Magistrates’ Courts.
65. Notice of Action.
Actions for anything done in obedience to a warrant issued 
out of Resident Magistrate’s Court.
66- Defendant may plead the general issue in actions against persons 
for anything done in pursuance of this Law.
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DUTIES OF RESIDENT MAGISTRATE.
67. Duty of Resident Magistrate to attend all Courts of Petty Sessions
within his parish.
Provisoes.
68. Resident Magistrate to take all preliminary examinations on
charges of indictable offences, and to see that all proper 
evidence is produced.
69. Resident Magistrate to preside in his Court—extent o f his Juris­
diction thereof.
70. Fixing the time's and places for holding Courts of Petty Sessions
and Resident Magistrates’ Courts.
Sitting of Court for the exercise of Criminal Jurisdiction. 
Notice of times and places for holding Courts. 
Adjournments.
71. Resident Magistrate’s Jurisdiction in Chambers.
72. Resident Magistrate may appoint times and places for sitting
in Chambers, but for certain purposes shall be deemed to be 
always sitting in Chambers.
His power, &c., when so sitting.
73. Jurisdiction in Chambers may be increased by Rules.
74. Chamber applications may be made in Court or referred to the
Court.
JURISDICTION OF RESIDENT MAGISTRATES’ COURTS.
(a) Common Law.
75. Jurisdiction of the Court in all Common Law claims not exceed­
ing £ 100.
76. Jurisdiction in all Common Law Actions by consent of parties.
77. Jurisdiction in claims* above £100, if excess is abandoned, but no
cause of action may be divided so as to bring two suits.
78. Jurisdiction in cases of balances not exceeding £100.
79. Jurisdiction in cases not exceeding £100 of balance of partnership,
accounts, legacy, or share of an intestate estate.
80. Evidence to be confined to cause of action sued.
(b) Intebpleadeb.
81. Procedure and power of the Court in cases of claims to goods, &c.,
taken in execution of the process of the Court.
82. Claimant may deposit value of goods claimed, or pay for their keep.
Duty of the Bailiff in either case, or if claimant does neither.
(c) R eplevin.
83. Power of Clerk to grant Replevins.
84. Replevin to issue on security being given.
85. Security to be given by Replevisor, and particulars of Replevin
Bond
1(d )  L a n d .
86. Definitions relating to the Land Jurisdiction conferred by this
Law.
87. Local extent of Land Jurisdiction.
88. Jurisdiction of Resident Magistrates Courts.
89. Plaint by Landlord against tenant or person claiming under
tenant.
Procedure thereon.
90. Claim for rent or mesne profits may be added.
91. Plaint by Landlord against tenant when Landlord’s rights of re-entry
has accrued in respect of rent in arrear or breach of covenant. 
Procedure thereon.
92. Notice of plaint to be given by sub-tenant to his immediate
landlord, who may defend plaint.
93. Plaint by owner against person in possession without title or right
of possession.
Procedure thereon.
94. Plaint by the Crown against person in possession without title or
right of occupation.
Procedure thereon.
Proviso to enable owner to recover possession from the 
Crown, on certain conditions.
95. No plaint to be issued by the Crown without authority of the
Attorney-General.
Only one case to be issued in the first instance in respect 
of one estate.
Power to issue other plaints after test case disposed of.
96. Owner entitled to rents from the time his title is recognised or
established.
97. Lands adjudged to the Crown under Laws now repealed or this
Law vested in the Colonial Secretary or certain trusts. 
Provisions as to Leases under this Section.
98. How title of owner may be established.
99. Judgment in favour of Lunatic or Infant establishing his title to
Land.
100. Sections 92 to 99 applicable to cases under Laws now repealed.
101. Plaint in cases of dispute as to title to Lands not exceeding £50
annual value.
Procedure thereon.
102. Plaint as to disputed boundary of adjoining lands.
103. Plaint as to Rights of Way or Water, or other Rights or Easements.
104. Plaint in dispute between the Public and the occupier of Lands
as to Rights or Easements affecting such lands.
105. Form of Judgments under Sections 102, 103, and 104.
106. Power to refer certain matters to a Surveyor to make survey
and report.
Procedure thereon.
107. Costs of Referee.
108. Deposit to meet such costs.
109. Penalty for assaulting, hindering or obstructing Surveyor, &c.
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(e) Equity.
110. Subject matters, and limits thereof, within the Equitable Juris­
diction of Resident Magistrates’ Courts.
f111. Powers of Resident Magistrate and the Officers of his Court in
Equity matters.
112. Local Jurisdiction in Equity matters.
( f ) . Probate and Administration.
113. Jurisdiction in Probate and Administration matters.
114. Duty of Resident Magistrate .to ascertain that he has
jurisdiction.
115. Notice of applications for administration.
Provisions as to grant thereof.
116. Procedure in cases for proving a Will in solemn form or for
revoking Probate of a Will.
117. Notices as to applications for grants of Probate or Administration.
Certificate as to there being no other proceeding relating to 
the same estate.
118. Caveats against grant of Probate or Administration.
Procedure thereon.
119. Stay of proceedings when it appears that Resident Magistrate
has not jurisdiction.
120. Effect of grant of Probate or Administration.
121. Grant of Probate or Administration not revocable for want of
jurisdiction.
122. Procedure on judgment in contentious cases as to Probate or
Administration.
123. Time for returning Inventory.
124. Evidence by affidavit receivable.
125. Transmission to the Clerk of the Supreme Court of lists of all
grants of Probate or Administration.
126. Record of Wills of which Probate or Administration is granted.
Cancelling of same when Probate or Administration revoked.
127. Power to transmit to Resident Magistrate’s Court cases within
its jurisdiction originated in the Supreme Court.
128. Administration Bond.
129. Protection of bona fide payments to or by Executors or
Administrators under grants subsequently revoked.
130. Office copies of Wills proved in Resident Magistrates’ Courts
to be conclusive evidence of such Will.
131. As to records of Wills and how far such records are evidence.
132. Jurisdiction and powers of Resident Magistrate as to disputes
in testamentary cases.
133. Power as to costs.
134. Stamp Duties on Probate and Administration protected.
135. Removal of cases into Supreme Court.
136. As to actions or suits in the Supreme Court which might have
been brought in the Resident Magistrate’s Court, and as to 
costs therein.
137. Section 136 of this Law extended to all proceedings in the Supreme
Court which might have been brought in the Resident 
Magistrate’s Court.
138. Power to transfer to Resident Magistrate’s Court Equity
suits within its jurisdiction pending in the Supreme Court.
Procedure and praotice in transferred suit.
Costs in same.
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RULES.
140. Powers to frame Rules for the Resident Magistrates’ Courts
and for regulating appeals therefrom.
How far existing Rules of Courts to be in force.
141. Forms under this Law.
PARTIES.
142. Power of Infants to sue,
143. Provisions as to parties to be same as in the Supreme Court.
FEES.
144. Power to frame tariff of fees, &c.'
145. Table of Fees of Court.
146. Proceedings in Resident Magistrate’s Court as to Court Fees.
SUITS IN FORMA PAUPERIS.
147. Forma Pauperis.
FORM AND CO M M E N C E M E N TS ACTION,
148. Actions to be commenced by lodging a plaint containing
particulars specified.
Duty of Clerk thereon.
Service of Summons.
149. Service of Summons within the jurisdiction on parties out of
the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court.
150. As to service out of the Island.
151. Power in certain cases to issue summons in Form.
Schedule A.
Service thereof and procedure thereon.
Leave to defend.
152. Solicitors’ costs under Section 153 and on Judgment Summonses
Schedule “ B .”
Schedule “ C .”
153. Notice of intention to defend, and procedure thereon.
Clerk to notify Plaintiff whether service affected or notice 
given.
154. Notice of special defence required.
155. Power to allow special defence without notice.
156. Counter-claim and fees payable on doing so.
157. Payment into Court.
158. Payment of money into Court with or without denial of liability.
Admission in writing by Defendant and procedure thereon.
159. Course, if the parties agree in a written statement as to amount
payable and terms of payment.
SUMMONSES AND OTHER PROCESS.
160. Summonses to witnesses.
161. Powers to issue process for special days.
162. Who may serve, and who execute process.
163. Proof of service of process.
164. Disobedience to summons to witnesses.
165. Service of Summons under the Land Jurisdiction of the Courts.
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166. Power to dispense with personal service in certain cases.
167. Service of commitment summons.
168. Service of notice summons in certain cases.
AFFIDAVITS.
169. Before whom affidavits may be sworn.
MISCELLANEOUS BEFORE TRIAL.
170. Power to order prisoner to be brought up to be examined as
a witness.
171. Commissions de bene esse, and Foreign Commissions.
172. As to sending causes to be heard in some other Resident
Magistrate’s Court generally, and when the Resident Magis­
trate is interested.
173. Power to grant time, adjourn and stay proceedings.
174. Change of venue within the parish.
175. Power to stay second action for same matter against same
defendant.
176. Proceeding when Court has no jurisdiction.
177. Cost and form of security required by this Law.
Power to relieve obligors.
Deposit in lieu of security.
178. Enforcement of recognizances.
179. Any person interested in action under Land Jurisdiction may
be made a defendant.
MODE OF TRIAL—JURY.
180. Trial by Jury in certain cases, on application.
181. Generally actions to be tried by Resident Magistrate without
a Jury.
182. How Jury to be constituted.
Procedure therefor.
Ballot.
Challenges.
Verdict.
183. Summoning Jurors and penalty on disobedience;
184. Talesmen.
TRIAL OF CAUSES.
185. Power to nonsuit.
186. Power to refer to arbitration; effect thereof and proceedings
thereon.
187. Examination of witnesses.
188. Trial to be summary.
189. Course if plaintiff fails to appear or to prove his case.
If defendant admits the claim in plaintiff’s absence.
190. Course if defendant does not appear.
Proviso as to setting aside default judgment.
191. Judgment on defendant’s admission.
192. Who may appear and act for a party to any proceeding.
Who may appear in cases in which the Crown or certain 
Public Officers are parties.
193. Facilities for proving deeds and recorded instruments.
194. Notice to admit documents. Effect thereof.
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194. Power of amendment.
195. Defendant may counter-claim and set-off.
Proviso if counter-claim be for amount within jurisdic­
tion of Court.
Proviso if counter-claim be for amount beyond jurisdiction 
of Court.
196. Resident Magistrate reserving judgment and ceasing to be
Resident Magistrate may lodge written judgment with the 
Clerk of the Court.
Effect of such written Judgment.
197. Section 20 of the Administration of Criminal Justice Law
to apply to Resident Magistrates.
198. Power to Resident Magistrate to deal with misbehaviour in I
Court.
199. Power of Resident Magistrate to enforce payment of fines.
200. Sums of money declared to be due to an infant, l.unatic or j
absentee, to be paid to the Treasurer of the Island.
201. Resident Magistrate shall transfer Equity suit to Supreme I
Court when it appears that the limit of his jurisdiction has j 
been exceeded.
Proviso that Judge of Supreme Court may remit the suit 1 
to the Resident Magistrate.
202. Resident Magistrate may transfer suit to another Resident J
Magistrate’s Court.
203. Provisions as to the concurrent administration of Law and
Equity. . . r
204. Provisions as to the administration of Law in special cases. 1
205. Power to set aside verdict or judgment and order new trial.
COSTS.
206. No one but admitted Solicitors to recover costs in the Courts |
for appearing for another person.
207. The judgment is to include Court Fees.
Other costs to be in the discretion of the Resident! 
Magistrate.
Basis of rate allowed for Solicitor’s work when no charge 1 
fixed by this Law, the Rules, or Tariff of Fees.
What costs to be allowed on taxation.
208. The Clerk of the Courts to be the taxing officer.
209. Costs to or against the Crown.
210. Costs allowed and taxed to be a judgment debt.
JUDGMENTS.
211. Judgment to be for payment forthwith.
212. In cross judgments execution to be taken out only for the I
difference.
213. Satisfaction of judgment.
214. Interest on judgments.
215. Assignment of judgment.
216. Assignments to be entered by the Clerk in a book, and a
memorandum entered on the margin of the Record.
EXECUTION.
217. Execution to enforce payment of sums ordered by Court.
218. Process if default made in payment of moneys ordered under
Section 200 to be paid into the Treasury.
219. Process for enforcing judgment or orders made under the
Equitable Jurisdiction Courts.
220. ^Particulars to be stated in and on warrant of execution.
On payment of all sums payable under warrant or any other 
agreed sum the goods to be discharged.
221. Duty of Clerk on receiving application to issue warrant.
222. What may be taken in execution.
223. The sale and custody of goods taken in execution.
224. As to cheques, bills of exchange, bonds and securities taken in
execution.
225. Order for sale of realty.
226. Directions as to sale of land.
Certificate of purchase to be stamped, and to have the 
pffect of conveyance.
227. Judgment summons for enquiring into the defendant’s means
and other matters.
Schedule “ D ”
228. Proceedings on such summons.
Power to commit party summoned in certain events.
229. PlaintifE may lodge with plaint a notice to defendant, that on’
obtaining judgment he will apply to have defendant 
committed.
230. Proceeding on order of commitment.
231. Writs and process under any Law to be addressed and sent to
Clerk of Courts.
232. Date of warrant of commitment.
233. Effect of imprisonment under such commitment.
234. Execution out of the jurisdiction of the Court issuing process.
EXECUTION BY ATTACHMENT OF DEBTS AND OTHER 
PROPERTY.
235. Attachment of the property of Judgment Debtor in the posses­
sion of third persons and of moneys owing to him.
236. Effect of service of summons on the Garnishee.
237. Penalty for disposing of property attached.
238. Court may order seizure and detention of movable property
attached.
239. Property in the hands of a Public Officer or in custodia legis.
240. Appearance of Garnishee for examination.
241. Investigation as to property attached.
242. Order thereon.
243. Personal liability of Garnishee.
244. Procedure where liability disputed.
245. When several claimants to property attached.
246. Attachment book.
247. Obedience to order of Court to discharge Garnishee.
248. How attachment may be dissolved.
249. Stay of proceedings against Garnishee.
250. Allowance to Garnishee for attendance.
251. Costs of application for attachment of debt.
WARRANTS OF POSSESSION.
252. Warrant to Bailiff to give possession of land.
253. Power and duty of Bailiff under such warrant.
254. Date of warrant—How long in force.
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APPEAL.
255. Appeal in civil proceedings.
Powers of Court of Appeal in determining Appeals.
256. As to appeal from a decision in Chambers.
257. Matters as to which no appeal lies.
258. Special leave to appeal without deposit or security.
Such appeal to be by special case.
259. No appeal by agreement.
260. Appeals—Proceedings therein.
261. Transmission of documents in cases of appeal.
262. Appeal in form of special case.
263. Application of money deposited as security. Costs may be
taxed in excess thereof.
264. Costs of appeals.
265. Proceedings not to be removed into the Supreme Court except
as provided in this Law.
266. Copy of notes of evidence to be furnished in certain cases.
267. When appeal to be heard.
268. Power of Supreme Court on appeals.
CRIMINAL JURISDICTION.
269. Extent of local jurisdiction in criminal matters.
Boundary of each parish to the seaward.
270. Offences triable in the Resident Magistrates’ Courts.
The Offences against The Person Law 
The Larceny and Stolen Property Law 
The Malicious Injuries to Property Law 
Other Offences.
Punishment,.
271. Police Supervision limited to two years.
272. Powers apd provisions of laws in force as to such offences to be
applicable also when tried by a Resident Magistrate.
273. Power of Resident Magistrate.
274. The Corporal Punishment Law extended to cases under this
Law.
275. Procedure when person charged with an indictable offence before
a Resident Magistrate.
276. Power of Resident Magistrate in making order under preceding
Section.
277. Indictment and commencement of trial thereof.
278. Trial of persons charged with indictable offences.
Procedure therein.
Power to remit to the Circuit Court.
279. Power to stay preliminary investigation and dispose of the case
in the Resident Magistrate’s Court.
As to evidence in such case taken in the preliminary 
investigation.
280. Power of Attorney-General to give certain directions.
281. Powers of amendment of indictment and of adjournment and
re-commencement of trial.
282. Powers of adjournment on trial of indictments.
The Justices of the Peace Law.
283. Procedure after case for the prosecution closed.
As to witnesses for the accused and proceedings to secure 
their evidence.
284. Duty of Clerk to prepare indictable cases for hearing.
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285- Procedure in summary cases to be followed on trial of indict* 
ments.
286. Duty of Justice of the Peace as to persons charged before him
with indictable offences triable in 'a  Resident Magistrate’s 
Court.
287. Enforcement of attendance of witness.
The Justices of the Peace Law.
288. As to process in the Resident Magistrate’s Court and in Petty
Sessions and the issue thereof.
289. Order to bring up prisoner for trial or on examination.
Procedure thereon.
Expenses of obeying order.
290. Forms to be used.
Schedule “ E.”
291. Forms of commitment.
292. Clerk to conduct the prosecution in indictments and certain
summary cases.
293. Duty of Clerk to prosecute particular summary cases as directed. 
294- How records in criminal cases to be made up and kept.
295. How far such minutes or certified copies thereof are evidence.
CRIMINAL APPEALS.
296. Appeal from judgment of Resident Magistrate on indictment
or information under special statutory jurisdiction.
Proviso as to Petty Sessional appeals.
297. Notice and grounds of appeal.
298. Signature of notice of appeal.
299. Failure to give notice and grounds of appeal.
300. Liberation of accused under recognizance pending appeal.
301. Procedure when any person who has appealed from the Judgment
of Resident Magistrate on indictment or information under 
special statutory jurisdiction is confined in prison.
302. Transmission of record to Registrar of Supreme Court.
303. Evidence on appeal.
304. Amendment by Supreme Court.
305. Error or defect in form or substance of indictment or informa­
tion not raised at trial.
306. Error or mistake in form or substance of judgment, order or
conviction.
307. Powers of Supreme Court on appeal.
308. Short Title.
309. Repeals.
Schedules A, B, C, D, E, and F.
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JAMAICA.
No. 39— 1927.
I assent,
[L.S.]
R . E . St u b b s ,
Governor.
22nd February, 1928.
A LAW to consolidate and amend the Resident Magistrates
Laws.
[22nd February, 1928.]
BE it enacted by the Governor and Legislative Council of Jamaica, as follows:—
1—In construing this Law or any future Law relating interpretation, 
to Resident Magistrates’ Courts, unless there is anything 
in the subject or context repugnant thereto, the several 
words hereinafter mentioned shall have or include the 
meanings following:—
“ Resident Magistrate”  shall mean the Officer appointed 
as such, whether appointed before or after the passing 
of this Law, and whether appointed under this Law, or 
under any of the Laws by this Law repealed.
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Constitution and 
jurisdiction of 
Court for each 
parish.
Appointment 
and jurisdiction 
of R.Ms.
Power to assign 
more than one 
parish to a R.M.
“ Resident Magistrate’s Court”  shall mean the Court 
in which the Resident Magistrate sits in the exercise of 
the Civil or Criminal Jurisdiction assigned to him as such.
“ The Full Court” , “ the Court of Appeal” , the “ Appellate 
Court”  or the “ Supreme Court”  shall mean the Full 
Court of the Supreme Court.
2—  In each of the fourteen parishes of the Island there
shall be a Court, to be styled “ The Resident Magistrate’s 
Court for the Parish of with so many
stations as may from time to time be fixed by the Governor 
which shall have and exercise the jurisdiction by this Law 
assigned to and conferred upon such Court.
3—  (1) It shall be lawful for the Governor from time to 
time to appoint so many Resident Magistrates, not exceed­
ing fourteen and not less than nine, as he may think neces­
sary to satisfactorily discharge the business of such Courts, 
and every Resident Magistrate so appointed shall by the 
fact of such appointment, be capable of exercising and 
administering the jurisdiction and duties of any Resident 
Magistrate’s Court in the Island.
(2) Every Resident Magistrate' so appointed, shall be 
Judge of such one or more of the Resident Magistrates’ 
Courts as shall at the time of his appointment or thereafter 
be assigned to him, shall have and exercise the jurisdiction 
or jurisdictions thereof, and shall be styled “ The Resident 
Magistrate for the Parish or Parishes of ( )” .
4—  In addition to having and exercising the jurisdiction 
of the Resident Magistrate’s Court or Courts specially 
assigned to him under the preceding section, a Resident 
Magistrate, whether appointed before or after the passing 
of this Law, or whether appointed under this Law or under 
any of the Laws by this Law repealed, if the Governor so 
direct, shall also have and exercise the jurisdiction of the 
Resident Magistrate’s Court in any other parish or parishes 
either generally or at such one or more stations therein, as 
may from time to time be assigned to him by the Governor; 
Provided always, that the Resident Magistrate shall, if 
the Governor so direct, be paid such extra travelling allow-
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ance as shall be fixed by the Governor in Privy Council, 
after taking into consideration the extra travelling which 
may be imposed on him by such appointment.
5— It shall be lawful for the Resident Magistrate of one 
parish, upon the application of the Resident Magistrate of 
any other parish, to act as the Resident Magistrate of any 
other parish, either generally for the whole parish, or for any 
particular station or stations or on any particular occasion: 
Provided that a Resident Magistrate shall not act in this 
manner for another Resident Magistrate for more than a 
week at a time, without the consent of the Governor.
6— It shall be lawful for the Governor, in addition to the 
Resident Magistrates appointed under and pursuant to the 
powers conferred upon him by section 3 of this Law, to 
appoint a fit and proper person, qualified under the pro­
visions of section 16 of this Law to be appointed a Super­
numerary Resident Magistrate in this Law referred to as an 
Additional Resident Magistrate who shall, in each and 
every parish of the Island, have all the powers of the 
Resident Magistrate whether or not there is a Resident 
Magistrate for the parish and in case there is a Resident 
Magistrate for the parish then the additional Resident 
Magistrate shall be to all intents and purposes a second 
Resident Magistrate thereof, and shall concurrently with 
the Resident Magistrate of each parish, have and exercise 
within such parish the functions, powers and duties of the 
Resident Magistrate thereof: Provided, that no such 
appointment shall be deemed to vacate the appointment of 
any ResidentjMagistrate appointed under the provisions 
of section 3 of this Law, or to affect the powers and duties 
of the Governor conferred or imposed by the said section, or 
to abridge or control the rights, powers, or duties of any 
Resident Magistrate of any parish within the limits thereof.
7— The movements of the Resident Magistrate appointed 
under the last preceding section shall he under the control 
of the Governor, and it shall be lawful for the Governor, 
from time to time, to require such Resident Magistrate to 
proceed to any parish, there to exercise the power of Resi­
dent Magistrate of such parish, either concurrently with 
the Resident Magistrate thereof, or otherwise.
One R.Ma may 
act for another.
Power to appoint
Supernumerary
R.M.
Movements of 
Supernumerary 
R. M.
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Powers and 
rights.
Salary.
Duties
8—  It shall be lawful for the Governor from time to time, 
to appoint a fit and proper person to be Assistant Resident 
Magistrate for Kingston.
No person shall be eligible for such appointment unless 
qualified under Section 16 of this Law for appointment as 
a Resident Magistrate.
The person so appointed shall be styled the “ Assistant 
Resident Magistrate for Kingston.”
Such Officer shall, subject to the provisions of this Law, 
assist the Resident Magistrate for Kingston in the per­
formance of his duties and subject as aforesaid, shall have 
all the powers and rights and be subject to all the provisions 
of the Laws relating to Resident Magistrates and the 
Resident Magistrate for Kingston in particular.
9—  There shall be paid to the Assistant Resident Magis­
trate for Kingston, a salary not exceeding five hundred 
pounds by the year. 10
10— The duties of the Assistant Resident Magistrate 
shall be as follows:
(1) To hold preliminary enquires and make orders 
for trial or investigation under section 276 of this 
Law.
(2) To preside at Courts of Petty Sessions in the 
absence of the Resident Magistrate.
(3) In addition to the foregoing, by arrangement with 
the Resident Magistrate, but not otherwise, to do 
any act, hold any Court, or try any cause or 
indictment, which the Resident Magistrate is by 
Law directed or empowered to do, hold, or try, 
including the holding of Coroner’s Inquests: 
Provided, that the said Assistant Resident Magis­
trate holding any inquest, shall not be entitled to 
any remuneration for holding the same, or any 
travelling expenses.
(4) Such other duties as may be from time to time 
assigned to him by the Governor in Privy Council.
11— Nothing in this Law contained shall be deemed in 
anyway to diminish the powers of the Resident Magistrate 
for Kingston, or his responsibility for the due performance 
of their duties by the several Officers of the Court, and for 
making such arrangements fo r  the despatch of the business 
of the Court, as shall ensure the prompt and regular 
administration of the Law.
12—  It shall be lawful for the Governor, from time to 
time, to appoint a Stipendiary Justice for Kingston, whose 
duty it shall be to assist the Resident Magistrate by pre­
siding in the Police Court at times when the Resident 
Magistrate is unable to attend there.
13— The Records of any District Court abolished by 
Law 43 of 1887 shall be kept and preserved in the office of 
the Resident Magistrate’s Court, at the place at which at 
the time of the passing of that Law, the head office of such 
Court was, or at such place as the Governor may from time 
to time direct; and the Clerk of the Courts for the parish 
in which such place is situated, shall be the custodian there­
of, and shall have the same authority to furnish copies of 
the same and to sign and certify the same under the seal 
of the Resident Magistrate’s Court, as is by this Law 
conferred upon him with regard to the records of the Resi­
dent Magistrate’s Court; and the copies furnished as afore­
said, and purporting to be signed and certified as aforesaid, 
shall be admissible in evidence, and have the same validity 
and effect as duly certified copies of the records of the 
Resident Magistrate’s Court.
14— Every Resident Magistrate’s Court shall be a Court 
of Record.
15— For every Resident Magistrate’s Court there shall be 
a seal of the Court; and all summonses and other process 
issuing out of the Court, shall be sealed or stamped with 
such seal.
Appointment of Resident M agistrate and Clerk of
the Courts.
16— No person shall be appointed a Resident Magis­
trate under this Law unless he be a member of the English
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R.M.’s powers, 
etc., not 
diminished.
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Qualification 
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Courts.
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Bar, or Bar of Northern Ireland or of the Faculty of 
Advocates of Scotland or a Solicitor of the Supreme Court 
of Judicature of England, Scotland, Northern Ireland or 
Jamaica, or a Writer to the Signet of Scotland of five years 
actual practice. Service in the Judicial Service in any 
part of the Empire shall count as actual practice.
17—  The Governor may at any time transfer a Resident 
Magistrate, or a Clerk of the Courts as hereinafter pro­
vided, from one parish to another, or to a combination of 
parishes; so nevertheless, that such Officer shall not suffer 
by any such transfer in point of emolument.
18— There shall be paid to each Resident Magistrate 
such salary, being not less than five hundred pounds and 
not exceeding eight hundred pounds a year, together with 
such travelling allowance as the Governor may from time to 
time determine.
The Governor in Privy Council may at any time alter 
the travelling allowance assigned to a Resident Magistrate, 
if the circumstances appear to him to require or to justify 
such a course.
19—  Every Resident Magistrate shall be ex-officio a 
Justice of the Peace for every parish in the island.
20—  There shall be an Officer appointed by the Governor 
in each parish for which a Resident Magistrate is appointed, 
who shall be styled the “ Clerk of the Courts of the Parish 
of
The said Officer shall be the Clerk of the Resident Magis­
trate’s Court of the parish and shall, by virtue of his 
office as such, within such parish be a Justice of the Peace 
and shall take informations and administer oaths, and issue 
summonses and warrants thereon; and issue summonses 
or warrants or subpoenas for compelling the appearance of 
defendants or witnesses at Petty Sessions; and issue all 
other process or proceedings relating to summary proceed­
ings or indictable offences, and admit to bail, upon recog­
nizance, any person or persons brought before him upon 
such process or other proceedings issued by him or by any 
other Justice of the Peace.
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Any such Clerk shall, in the execution of his office, be 
entitled to all the immunities, privileges and protection, 
conferred on Justices of the Peace.
He shall also be the Clerk to any Circuit Court held 
within the parish, except in the case of the Circuit Court 
held in Kingston, in which the Registrar of the Supreme 
Court shall be Clerk as heretofore; and shall also perform, 
in relation to the Supreme Court, such duties as may from 
time to time by any Law or Rules of the Supreme Court, 
be imposed upon him.
He shall be Clerk of Petty Sessions and shall attend 
all Courts of Petty Sessions and shall assist the Magis­
trates sitting therein, and shall perform all duties at 
special sessions relating to offences or matters of a public 
nature and in furtherance of the general Criminal 
Justice of the Island in public matters.
He shall also have authority to administer and take oaths, 
affidavits, affirmations, acknowledgments, and declara­
tions of the execution of Wills, deeds and instruments in 
writing, and of the other matters whereof Justices of the 
Peace are now or may be hereafter by Law authorized to 
administer; and take oaths, affidavits, affirmations acknow­
ledgments and declarations respectively; to give, grant, 
sign and issue certificates, search warrants, warrants of 
entry or inspection and other warrants (except bench war­
rants) and authorities; and generally to do any act or thing, 
or to make any order which by any Law now in force or 
hereafter to be made in or shall be authorized or directed 
to be done or made by a Justice of the Peace out of Sessions:
But he shall have no authority to take the preliminary 
examination, or depositions on informations for indictable 
offences under the Statute 13 Victoria, Chapter 24, or 
to commit for trial under that Statute; nor shall he be com­
petent to act as a Justice of the Peace either alone or with 
any other Justice or Justices of the Peace, in anything which 
is to be done at a Special or Petty Session of Justices of the 
Peace, or of a Stipendiary Magistrate; nor shall he be 
competent to make the proclamation authorized and 
required to be made by The Riot Act, 1857, 21 Victoria,
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Power to 
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more than one 
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Examination.
Chapter 11. In every Law expressions referring to the 
offices of Clerk of Petty Sessions, Clerk of the Peace, 
Clerk of the Magistrates, Clerk of the Justices, Clerk of the 
District Court shall be taken to refer to and to mean the 
Clerk appointed under this Law and any such Law as 
aforesaid shall be read and construed accordingly.
21— Notwithstanding anything contained in the pre­
ceding section, it shall be lawful for the Governor to appoint 
the same Officer to be Clerk of the Courts for two or more 
parishes or portions of parishes and any Officer so appointed 
shall reside within such parish as the Governor shall ap­
point, and shall have in each parish or portion of a parish 
for which he is appointed all the powers and immunities 
conferred on a Clerk of the Courts.
22—  There shall be paid to the Clerks of the Courts of 
the several parishes such salaries, being not less than two 
hundred and fifty and not exceeding five hundred pounds, 
each by the year, together with such travelling allowance 
as the Governor may from time to time determine.
23— The qualification of the Clerk of the Courts shall be 
the same as that of a Resident Magistrate: Provided always 
that:
(1) Any person now holding the office of Clerk of the 
Courts shall continue to hold such office; and that a person 
who has for ten years served as an Assistant Clerk, or 
Deputy Clerk for that period or partly as Assistant Clerk 
and partly as Deputy Clerk for the same period, or a 
Clerk in the Office of the Registrar of the Supreme Court, 
and has obtained from the Judges of the Supreme Court, a 
certificate that he is possessed of a knowledge of Criminal 
Law and Procedure, and the Rules of Evidence, and the 
Principles of Civil Law, sufficient to qualify him for the 
position shall be eligible for appointment as a Clerk of the 
Courts, although he is not qualified as by section 16 
required:—
(2) Any person who has for ten years served as 
aforesaid and who applies for a certificate under this 
section shall be examined by or under the direction o*
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the Judges of the Supreme Court; and no person who 
shall fail in any such examination, shall be allowed 
to present himself again for examination until after the 
expiration of at least a year from the time of such failure.
24— Such Assistant Clerks shall be appointed by the Appointment, 
Governor in each parish, as may be found necessary, with Allowance of 
salaries not exceeding three hundred pounds a year, and AfB,Btant CIerl“  
reasonable travelling expenses, when they shall be called
upon to travel, to be paid out of the travelling allowance of 
the Clerk: Provided always, that it shall be lawful for the 
Governor, in the case of the parish of Kingston, to assign to 
the Senior Assistant Clerk arsalary not exceeding three 
hundred and fifty pounds annually.
Under a general or special order of the Resident Magis- Dutie®' 
trate, it shall be lawful for the Assistant Clerk to perform 
any duties belonging to the office of Clerk of the Court, 
including the conduct of the prosecution in criminal cases, 
in which the Clerk of the Court is required to prosecute.
And such Assistant Clerk, while acting under any such Powera- 
order, shall have the like powers and privileges and be 
subject to the like provisions, duties and penalties for 
misbehaviour, as if he were the Clerk of the Court for 
the time being.
25— It shall be lawful for the Governor, in the case of 
any parish, to appoint any Assistant Clerk to be Deputy 
Clerk of the Courts, and such Deputy Clerk shall have all 
the powers of the Clerk of the Courts, but shall nevertheless 
exercise such powers, subject only to the direction of the 
Resident Magistrate.
Save as is above provided, an Assistant Clerk shall not 
be competent to perform such of the functions of Clerk of 
the Courts as had belonged to Clerks of Petty Sessions 
by order of the Resident Magistrate or otherwise.
26— It shall not be necessary that any Deputy Clerk shall £££”  “ dof 
be a Justice of the Peace for the parish for which he is Deputy cierk*. 
such Deputy Clerk, but he shall have the powers and
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authorities by the said Resident Magistrates Law vested 
in him, by virtue of his being such Deputy Clerk.
Any such Deputy Clerk shall, nevertheless, in the 
execution of his office, be entitled to all the immunities, 
privileges and protection, conferred on Justices of the 
Peace, in the same way and to the same extent as if he were 
a Justice of the Peace.
27— Nothing in sections 2,5 and 2,6 shall be deemed to 
confer on any Deputy Clerk aby jurisdiction or authority 
to issue any warrant of arrest, or to remand to any prison 
or lock-up any person who may have been arrested.
28— No Resident Magistrate or Clerk of the Courts shall  ^
practise at the Bar, or be directly or indirectly concerned 
as a Solicitor, or in mercantile pursuits.
29—  Every Resident Magistrate and every Clerk of the 
Court, shall reside within the parish for which he shall have 
been appointed: Provided always, that it shall be lawful for 
the Resident Magistrate and Assistant Resident Magistrate 
for Kingston to reside at any place within a radius of five 
miles from the Resident Magistrate’s Court House in 
Kingston. 30*
30— The Clerk of the Courts, or in his absence the 
Assistant Clerk, or such Clerk as may be directed by the 
Resident Magistrate shall take notes of evidence in every 
case heard summarily before either the Resident Magistrate’s
Court or the Court of Petty Sessions; and the Resi­
dent Magistrate shall take notes of the evidence in the trial 
of all indictments and in all c'vil suits; and such notes, 
heretofore taken, or hereafter to be taken, by the Resident
Magistrate, or a copy thereof, purporting to bear the 
seal of the Court, and to be signed and certified as a 
true copy by the Clerk of the Courts, shall at all times 
be admitted in all Courts and places whatsoever, in the 
trial or hearing of all Civil proceedings suits and matters, 
for the purpose of impeaching the credit or contradicting 
the evidence of any person in accordance with the pro­
visions of sections 218 and 219 of Law 41 of 1872, as
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prima facie evidence that the statements therein appear­
ing to have been made by such person were so made.
31— A Resident Magistrate proposing to sue any person 
within the jurisdiction of his Court, may bring his suit in 
the Court of any adjoining parish, of which he is not the 
Magistrate; and any person proposing to sue a Resident 
Magistrate may bring his action or suit in the Court of a 
parish adjoining that of which the defendant is the Resi­
dent Magistrate and on such last-mentioned Court, juris­
diction is hereby conferred to entertain any such case.
32— When the Resident Magistrate or the Clerk of the 
Courts of any parish shall be incapacitated from illness, or 
absent, or unable to attend to his duties, or where a vacancy 
in the Office of Resident Magistrate, or Clerk of any parish 
shall occur, the Governor may appoint any person qualified 
under this Law to be a Resident Magistrate, to act tem­
porarily as a Resident Magistrate of such parish, and any fit 
and proper person, though such person may not be quali­
fied under this Law for the Office of Clerk of the Courts, to 
act temporarily as Clerk of the Courts of such parish; and 
any person so appointed shall have for the time being all the 
powers and jurisdiction and privileges of a Resident Magis­
trate or Clerk (as the case may be), but shall not be subject 
to the provisions of section 28 or 29. 3
33—  It shall be the duty of every Resident Magistrate 
quarterly, within thirty days after the expiration of each 
quarter of a year, reckoning from the first day of January, 
to transmit to the Supreme Court of Judicature of Jamaica, 
addressed to the Registrar of that Court, a report of the 
administration of his Court during the past quarter, shew­
ing in detail the working of his Court, in such tabular form 
or other manner, and containing all such particulars in 
reference to the working of his Court, as the Governor shall 
from time to time direct: Provided that no reports or 
returns shall be required of any Resident Magistrate as to 
any exercise of his judicial functions or discretion in any 
case which may come before him.
Actions by and 
against R.M.
Temporary 
appointment of 
R.M .s or Clerks.
Quarterly 
Reports by R.M . s
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Judge* of 34— It shall be the duty of the Judges of the Supreme
to examine0"11 Court to examine the said report and to call the attention 
Reports. 0 f  Resident Magistrate to any irregularity or neglect of
duty on his part, censuring him if they think fit; and in 
cases of repeated irregularity or neglect of duty on the part 
of a Resident Magistrate, it shall be the duty of the Judges 
of the Supreme Court to report the matter to the Governor.
. D u t ie s  o f  C l e r k s .
issuing Process 35— The Clerk of each Resident Magistrate’s Court, or
ju^enfs, etc. in his absence an Assistant Clerk shall issue all summonses, 
warrants, precepts and writs of execution, and shall register 
all orders and judgments of the Court, and shall do such 
other business as the Resident Magistrate shall direct, or 
the rules made under this Law prescribe.
Subject to any rules now or hereafter to be in force, the 
Resident Magistrate may direct what practice shall be 
followed under this section.
Custody and 3&—The Clerk of each Resident Magistrate’s Court; or
Snesandothe^ 8' in his absence, an Assistant Clerk, shall take charge and 
moneys paid into an acc0unt of all fines payable or paid into Court, and
of all money paid into or out of Court, and shall enter an 
account of all such fines and money in a book belonging to 
the Court to be kept by him for that purpose; and shall from 
time to time, at such times as shall be directed by order of 
the Governor, submit his accounts to be audited and settled 
by such person as the Governor shall appoint.
To account for 37— The Clerk of every Resident Magistrate’s Court, or
expensed of in his absence an Assistant Clerk, shall monthly, or oftener
levying same. M he shau be required so to do by the Governor, and in such
form as the Governor may require, deliver to such person 
as the Governor may appoint, a full account in writing of 
all fines imposed or levied by the Court, and of the expenses 
of levying the same.
And the Clerk or Assistant Clerk shall pay monthly, or 
oftener as the Governor may direct, unto such person as the 
Governor shall from time to time appoint, all fines which 
shall be levied by the Court.
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38— The Clerk of every Resident Magistrate’sJjCourt 
shall, in all civil proceedings, cause a note of allj;plaints 
and summonses, and judgment summonses, an d jof all 
orders, and of all judgments and executions, and returns 
thereto, and of all fines, and of all other proceedings of the 
Court, to be fairly entered from time to time in a book or 
books belonging to the Court, and to be called “ The Minute 
Books,”  which shall be kept at the office of the Court; and 
such entries in the said books, or a copy thereof purporting 
to bear the seal of the Court, and to be signed and certified 
as a true copy by the Clerk of the Court, shall at all times 
be admitted in all Courts, and places whatsoever as prima 
facie evidence of such entries, and of the facts therein stated, 
and of the proceedings therein referred to, and of the 
regularity of such proceedings.
39— The following papers and documents may be de­
stroyed by Clerks of the Courts when the periods stated 
therein have respectively elapsed from the date of such 
documents:
The Resident Magistrates Law, 1927.
D e s c r ip t io n  o f  D o c u m e n t .
(1) Licenses and applications for same
(2) Authority Books to receive moneys
(3) Bailiff's Returns j-
(4) Court Lists (of business transacted)
(5) Expenses Book (Counterfoils)
(6) Receipt Books
(7) Authority Books to pay moneys
(8) General Correspondence
(9) Papers in proceedings for Petty Sessions
other than in proceedings for Bastardy 
Maintenance, Trespass and Felonies
Period.
3 years
6 years
40—Records of the Resident Magistrate’s Court, includ­
ing criminal and civil records and documents in Petty 
Sessional proceedings for bastardy, maintenance, trespass 
and felonies may be destroyed after the lapse of forty years; 
but only on the written order of the Resident Magistrate; 
and before such destruction is carried out a docket of such 
papers shall be made out, and entered in a book to be kept
To keep records 
of all civil 
proceedings.
“Minute Books”
Certified copies 
evidence
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for such purpose, such docket shall contain all the material 
and essential particulars of each document destroyed, and 
shall be checked over and signed by the Resident 
Magistrate.
41—  The entries made in the book mentioned, or a copy 
thereof purporting to bear the seal of the Court, and to be 
signed and certified as a true copy by the Clerk of the 
Courts, where such book is kept, shall at all times be 
admitted in all Courts and places whatsoever as prima facie 
evidence of such entries, and of the facts therein stated, 
and of the proceedings therein referred to, and of the regular­
ity of such proceedings, and shall be of the same effect for 
every purpose as the originals destroyed under the provi­
sions of this Law.
42—  It shall not be necessary for the Clerk of any Resi­
dent Magistrate’s Court to appear in and prosecute in 
preliminary examinations on charges or informations for 
indictable offences triable in the Circuit Court, or to 
m arshal the evidence therein unless called upon to do so in 
any particular case by the Resident Magistrate.
B a il if f s .
43—  For every Resident Magistrate’s Court there shall 
be a Bailiff, who shall be appointed by the Governor; and 
it shall be lawful for every such Bailiff, by any writing under 
his hand, subject to the approval of the Resident Magis­
trate, to appoint a sufficient number of able and fit persons 
to assist him in the performance of his duties, and at his 
pleasure to dismiss all or any of them: Provided, that it 
shall be lawful also for the Resident Magistrate to dismiss 
all or any of such Assistant Bailiffs, if he thinks that they 
are not fit persons to continue to act as Assistant Bailiffs. 4*
44—  The Bailiff, in seeking the approval of the Resident 
Magistrate of any appointment of an Assistant Bailiff as 
aforesaid, shall make his application in writing to the said
Resident Magistrate, and in such application shall give full
information as to the position, probity, and character of the
person to be appointed, and also as to the terms of 
remuneration agreed on in case the appointment shall be 
approved.
15
And the Resident Magistrate shall have full power to 
enquire into all such statements and shall not notify or 
approve any appointment unless he is satisfied of the pro­
bity and good character of the person to be appointed, or 
unless the remuneration to be paid to him for his services as 
Assistant Bailiff shall be not less than half the amount of 
the Bailiff’s Fees for the same service.
45— Every Bailiff of a Resident Magistrate’s Court shall, 
if required by the Resident Magistrate, have an Assistant 
stationed at each of the Court Houses within the parish, for 
the purpose of serving or executing any process issuing from 
the Resident Magistrate’s Court, and doing any other acts 
coming within the scope of the duty of such Bailiff.
46—  The appointment of Assistant Bailiffs shall not be 
vacated by the death or removal of the Bailiff, but their acts 
done after such death or removal shall be as valid as if the 
Bailiff had not died or been removed, and had authorised 
such acts; and such Assistants shall continue to act until 
they shall be dismissed by the successor of the Bailiff, or by 
the Resident M agistrate; and they shall be paid for their 
services, during the period they shall so act after the death 
or removal of the Bailiff, the whole of the fees which the 
Bailiff would have been entitled to receive in respect of such 
services but for his death or removal.
47— It shall be lawful for the Governor, if he shall see fit 
to appoint an Additional Bailiff to any Resident M agistrate’s 
Court, and to assign to such Additional Bailiff a part of the 
Parish in which he shall act as Bailiff to the exclusion of the 
Bailiff; and such Additional Bailiff shall be paid by fees on 
process served or executed by him, in the same manner as 
the Bailiffs are paid by such fees, with or without salary ; 
and it shall be lawful for the Governor, if he shall see fit, to 
pay any additional Bailiff so appointed, a salary not 
exceeding fifty pounds by the year. 48*
48— The same person shall not be Bailiff or Additional
Bailiff of more than one Resident Magistrate’s Court, except
in respect of : he Resident Magistrate’s Courts of any two
pari hes of which one person is appointed Resident
Magistrate.
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49—  The Bailiff of every Resident Magistrate’s Court 
shall attend the Court when required by the Resident Magis­
trate, and shall, by himself or his Assistants, serve all such 
summonses and orders as may be entrusted to him for 
service, and execute all the warrants, precepts and writs, 
issued out of the Court; and the said Bailiff and his Assist­
ants shall, in the execution of their duties, conform to all 
general rules from time to time made for regulating the 
proceedings of the Court, and subject thereto, shall obey 
the orders of the Resident Magistrate; and the Bailiff 
shall be entitled to receive all fees and sums of money 
allowed by this or any other Law; and every Bailiff shall be 
responsible for the acts and defaults of himself and of his 
Assistants.
50—  When any Bailiff shall have failed for the space of two 
months after any writ shall have been entrusted to him for 
execution to execute such writ, it shall be lawful for the 
Resident Magistrate, on the application of the party at 
whose instance such writ issued, to appoint a Special Bailiff, 
on such terms as may seem to him right, to execute such 
writ.
Any person so appointed shall, for the purpose of the 
execution of such writ, have all the powers, rights and 
immunities of a Bailiff under this Law.
51— Whenever a Bailiff is by any warrant of commitment 
directed to take any person to any prison, it shall be lawful 
for such Bailiff, or one of his Assistants to take such person 
to the prison to which he is committed, and to lodge him 
therein, although such prison is not within the parish of the 
Court which committed such prisoner; and all constables 
and other peace officers within their several jurisdictions 
shall aid in the execution of such warrant.
52— Every Bailiff and Assistant Bailiff shall keep a full 
account in writing of all sums of money which he shall 
receive. 53
53— Every Bailiff and every Assistant Bailiff shall be 
furnished with two receipt books, one to be used in every 
alternate month.
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Every such receipt book shall be furnished with coun­
terfoils, with consecutive numbers printed thereon, and 
whenever any Bailiff or Assistant Bailiff shall, under or by 
virtue of any warrant to levy, commitment, or other writ of 
execution, receive any money, he shall give to the person 
paying the same a receipt on one of the printed forms con­
tained in such book, and shall note, on the corresponding 
counterfoil of such book, the name of the process, the title 
of the suit in which it was issued and the amount for which 
the receipt is given.
And no payment shall be deemed to be valid, or to 
exonerate or discharge the person making the same, unless 
a receipt has been given in the form aforesaid.
Any Bailiff or Assistant Bailiff neglecting or refusing to 
give or tender a receipt taken from the said book, cr to fill 
up the counterfoil attached to such receipt, in manner 
indicated by such counterfoil, shall on conviction before 
the Resident Magistrate of the parish in a summary manner, 
forfeit and pay any sum not exceeding ten pounds.
54—At the close of every month, the Bailiff shall make a 
full return to the Court of Ufl writs of execution, whether 
against the person or against goods, which remained in his 
hands not fully executed at the end of the preceding month, 
and of all such writs as aforesaid as have been entrusted to 
him for execution during the past month, and shall set 
against each such writ a statement of what has been done 
thereunder, and a full account of all sums of money received 
thereunder by himself or any one of his Assistants. He shall 
with such return produce the receipt books used during 
the preceding month by himself and each of his Assistants
The Resident Magistrate shall thereupon, with the 
assistance of the Clerk, examine the said return, and see 
that it includes all such writs of execution as aforesaid, and 
that all sums of money appearing from the said return to 
have been received as aforesaid have beemduly paid into 
Court. He shall also examine the counterfoils of the 
receipt books used by the Bailiff and each Assistant 
Bailiff during the preceding month, and see that there is an
Payments invalid 
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Penalty on 
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entry on a counterfoil to denote that a receipt from the 
said book has been given for each sum of money acknow­
ledged to have been received, and that all sums for which 
receipts appear from the counterfoils to have been given, 
have been duly entered and accoun ted for in the return 
aforesaid; and if the Resident Magistrate, in making such 
examination, shall find that any writ is omitted which ought 
to have been included, or thatany sum of money appearing 
therefrom to have been received has not been duly paid 
into the Court, or that there is no entry on a counterfoil 
denoting that a proper receipt has been given for any sum 
received, or that any sum for which a receipt appears from 
the counterfoil to have been given has not been duly 
entered and accounted for in the return aforesaid, he 
shall forthwith cause such action to be taken as the particu­
lar irregularity calls for; otherwise he shall certify on the 
return that having made such examination as aforesaid 
he finds that the Bailiff has complied with the provisions 
of this Law.
fheaiBamff0nonf 55— It shall be lawful for the Resident Magistrate, in
oath. cases where it shall appear to him necessary, to administer
an oath to the Bailiff, and examine him on oath touching 
his said returns and accounts.
Any Bailiffs who, after being so sworn, shall wilfully 
and corruptly make false statements touching his said 
return or accounts, shall be guilty of wilful and corrupt 
perjury.
Bailiff to deliver 5 6 — The Bailiff of every Resident Magistrate’s Court
r.m. when shall within seven days after being required by the Resi- 
required. dent Magistrate so to do, deliver up to the Resident Magis­
trate every process in his custody, possession, or power; 
and every Bailiff neglecting to make the monthly return 
hereinbefore required, or to deliver up any process when 
required to do so under the provisions of this section, or 
otherwise misconducting himself in the execution of his 
office, shall, on conviction thereof in a summary manner 
before the Resident Magistrate, forfeit and pay any sum not 
exceeding ten pounds.
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57— There shall be paid to the Bailiffs of the Resident Bad^ t’aflsa,ary 
Magistrates’ Courts such salaries, not exceeding one sn 
hundred pounds each by the year, as the Governor shall
order, and such Bailiff shall be entitled to receive such fees; 
as are set forth in the tariff of fees payable under this Law.
58— The Clerk, Assistant Clerks and Bailiff and Addi- Security for
. , fidelty, etc., to be
tional Bailiff, o f every Resident Magistrate s Court shall given by officers 
give security, in accordance with the provisions of Law courts.
45 of 1872, in such sum as the Governor from time to time 
shall in each case order, for fidelity in the performance of 
their several duties, and for the due accounting for and pay­
ment of all moneys received by them under this Law. The 
security given by any Bailiff under this section shall include 
the due performance of his duties under Law 35 of 1872.
59— An officer of the Resident Magistrate’s Court pro- gain st oLTra of 
posing to sue any person subject to the jurisdiction of the courts.
Court of which he is an officer, shall not sue in such
Court, but may bring his suit in the Court of any adjoining 
parish; and any person proposing to sue an officer of a 
Resident Magistrate’s Court may bring his suit in the 
Court of any adjoining parish, or in the Resident Magis­
trate’s Court of such officer, at his option. And on the 
Court of such adjoining parish, jurisdiction is hereby 
conferred to entertain any such action. 60*
60—  If any Clerk, Assistant Clerk, Bailiff, Assistant
Bailiff, Additional Bailiff, or other officer of the Court, the ®°nd"cth?f 
shall appear to the Resident IVTagistrate, either, with or court and to deal 
without any formal charge being made against him to have of
been, while acting under colour or pretence of the process 
of the Court, guilty of extortion or misconduct, or to have 
neglected to duly pay or account for any money levied by 
him under the authority of any law relating to the Resident 
Magistrates’ Courts, or if any such officer shall be charged 
with any fraud or neglect in the levying of any execution 
against any goods or person, or in executing any committal, 
or with any other wrongful act or neglect in the discharge of 
the duties of his office, it shall be lawful for the Resident
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Magistrate of the Court of which such person is an officer 
to inquire into the matter in a summary way, on affidavit 
or such other evidence as may appear reasonable to the 
Resident Magistrate, and for that purpose to examine any 
such Clerk, Bailiff, or other Officer, upon oath (which oath 
the said Resident Magistrate is hereby empowered to 
administer), and also to summon and enforce the attendance 
of all necessary parties and witnesses, in like manner as 
the attendance of witnesses in apy other case may be en­
forced, and to make such order for the repayment to any 
party aggrieved of any money extorted, cr for the payment 
of any money so levied as aforesaid, and all damages and 
costs that may have been caused by any such act or neglect 
as aforesaid, as the Judge may think just; and also to im­
pose such fine upon the Officer, not exceeding ten pounds 
for each offence, as he shall deem adequate; and in default 
of payment of any money so ordered to be paid, payment 
of the same may be enforced by such ways and means as are 
provided for enforcing a judgment recovered in the said 
Court.
61— When any Resident Magistrate shall make any order 
against any Clerk, Bailiff, or other Officer of the Court, 
it shall be lawful for him to entrust the same for execution 
to any person whom he may appoint under his hand 
for the purpose, and such person so appointed shall, for 
the purpose of executing such order, have all the rights, 
powers, immunities and liabilities of a Bailiff. 62
62—  If any Bailiff or other officer or the lawfully appointed 
Assistant of any such Bailiff or officer of any Resident 
Magistrate’s Court, shall be assaulted, obstructed, hindered 
or resisted while in the execution of his duty, or if any rescue 
shall be made, or attempted to be made of any goods levied, 
or if any obstruction or hindrance shall be offered or made 
to the m a k i n g  of any levy under process of the Court, 
every person so offending and every person who aids, abets, 
or incites any other person to assault, obstruct, hinder, or 
resist any such Bailiff or the lawfully appointed Assistant 
of any such Bailiff or officer of any Resident Magistrates’
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Court in the execution o f his duty, shall, on conviction there­
of in a summary manner before any two or more Justices of 
the Peace, be liable to a fine not exceeding ten pounds; and, 
in default o f payment forthwith to be imprisoned, with or 
without hard labour, for any period not exceeding two 
months; and it shall be lawful for the Bailiff or Assistant 
Bailiff o f the Court, or any Constable, in any such case, to 
take the offender into custody (with or without warrant), 
and to bring him before a Justice o f the Peace, who shall 
thereupon remand him, or admit him to bail until the 
charge against him can be heard.
63—  N o officer o f a Resident M agistrate’s Court in 
executing any warrant of any Resident M agistrate’s 
Court, and no person at whose instance any such warrant 
shall be executed, shall be deemed a trespasser by reason of 
any irregularity or inform ality in any proceeding on the 
validity o f which such warrant depends, or in the form of 
such warrant, or in the mode o f executing it; but the party 
aggrieved may bring an action for any special damage which 
he may have sustained by reason of such irregularity or 
informality against the party guilty thereof: Provided, 
that h fsu ch  action he shall recover no costs unless the 
damages awarded shall exceed forty shillings.
64—  For the protection o f persons acting in the exe­
cution o f this Law, all actions and prosecutions to be 
commenced against any person, for anything done in pur­
suance of any law relating to the Resident M agistrates’ 
Courts, shall be tried in the parish where the act was done, 
and shall be commenced within three calendar months 
after the act, and not afterwards, or otherwise: Provided 
always, that the Supreme Court, or any Judge thereof may, 
if it or he shall think fit, change the venue of any such 
action as may be done in the case of other actions.
N otice in writing o f such action, and of the cause thereof 
shall be given to the defendant one calendar month at 
least before the commencement o f the action; and no 
plaintiff shall recover in any such action, if tender of suffi­
cient amends shall be made before action brought, or if
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after action brought a sufficient sum of money shall have 
been paid into Court with costs, by or on behalf of the 
defendant.
65—N o action shall be brought against any Bailiff, or 
against any persons acting by the order and in aid of any 
Bailiff, for anything done in obedience to any warrant under 
the hand of the Clerk of the Court and the seal of the 
Court, until demand has been made, or left at the office of 
the Court, by the party intending to bring such action, or 
by his attorney or agent, in writing, signed by the party 
demanding the same, for the perusal and copy of such 
warrant, nor until the same has been refused or neglected 
for the space of six days after such demand; and in case 
after such demand, and compliance therewith by showing 
the said warrant, or permitting a copy to be taken thereof 
by the party demanding the same, any action shall be 
brought against such Bailiff, or other person acting in his 
aid, for any such cause as aforesaid, without making the 
Clerk of the Court who signed or sealed the said warrant 
a defendant, then, on proof of such warrant at the trial of 
such action, the jury shall give their verdict or, if there 
be no jury, the Court shall give judgment for the 
defendant or defendants, notwithstanding any defect of 
jurisdiction or other irregularity in the said warrant.
And if such action shall be brought jointly against such 
Clerk and such Bailiff or person acting in his aid as afore­
said, then, on proof of such warrant, the jury shall find or, 
if there be no jury, the Court shall give judgment for 
such Bailiff, or for such person so acting as aforesaid, not­
withstanding such defect or irregularity as aforesaid; and 
if the verdict or judgment shall be given against the 
Clerk, in such case the plaintiff shall recover his costs 
against him, to be taxed in such manner as to include 
such costs as the plaintiff is liable to pay to the 
co-defendant for whom such verdict shall be found as 
aforesaid.
And in any such action, the defendant may plead the 
general issue, and give the special matter in evidence at any 
trial had thereupon.
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“ Bailiff”  in this section shall include Assistant Bailiff 
and additional Bailiff.
66—  If any action or suit shall be brought against any 
person for anything done in pursuance of this law, or of 
any other law relating to the Resident Magistrate’s 
Courts, such person may plead the general issue, and give 
the special matter in evidence; and the warrant under the 
seal of the Resident Magistrate’s Court being produced in 
any such action or suit shall be deemed sufficient proof of 
the authority of the said Resident Magistrate’s Court pre­
vious to the issuing of the warrant.
And in case the plaintiff in such action shall have a 
verdict or judgment against him, or shall be non-suited, 
or shall discontinue the action or suit, the defendant shall, 
in any of the said cases, be allowed full costs as between 
Solicitor and client.
DUTIES OF RESIDENT M AGISTRATE.
67—  It shall be the duty of every Resident Magistrate, 
whether appointed under this Law, or under any of the 
laws by this Law repealed, in the parish or parishes, or 
at any station or stations therein, to which for the time being 
he may be assigned by the Governor, to attend as a Magis­
trate all Courts of Petty Sessions, and when present at any 
such Court, he shall be entitled to preside thereat; and 
every Resident Magistrate shall, when sitting alone in any 
such Court, whether within the limits aforesaid, or else­
where in this island, have all the powers and authority 
which are now, or which may hereafter be, by law com­
mitted to and exercisable by any two or more Justices of the 
Peace associated and sitting together: Provided always, that 
nothing herein contained shall be taken to invalidate any­
thing done at any Court of Petty Sessions at which the 
said Resident Magistrate is not present: And provided 
always that when the Resident Magistrate for any reason 
fails to attend a Court of Petty Sessions, the Clerk at such 
Court shall receive his orders and such directions as may 
be necessary for completing the business of the Court from 
the presiding Magistrate.
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68—  Every Resident Magistrate shall, within his parish 
or parishes, take all necessary and requisite preliminary 
examinations and depositions on charges or informations 
for indictable offences triable in the Circuit Court.
In holding any such examination, it shall be the duty of 
the Resident Magistrate to see that all proper evidence is 
brought forward and enquiries made, and with this view 
from time to time, in any case that may be brought before 
him, to give such instructions and directions to the Clerk 
of the Court, and to the local Inspector, or other officer of 
Constabulary entrusted with the conduct of such case, as 
may seem to him necessary.
69—  Each Resident Magistrate shall preside in the Resi­
dent Magistrate’s Court of the parish, and shall there, to 
the amounts, and to the extent, and in the manner here­
inafter provided, have and exercise the Civil and Criminal 
Jurisdiction hereinafter assigned to the said Court, and 
shall also have and exercise a jurisdiction in all cases in 
Bankruptcy in which (by Law 17 of 1877) jurisdiction was 
vested in a District Court, and in the recovery of all penal­
ties or forfeitures to the Crown, and of fines in the nature of 
penalties, under all Statutes and Laws now or hereafter 
to be in force relating to the public revenue, and in cases 
under Law 2 of 1881, and in all such causes, enquiries, and 
matters Civil or Criminal in which by any law any special 
jurisdiction, duty or power is given to or imposed on any 
Judge of a District Court, the Resident Magistrate shall, 
within his parish, have, exercise and perform such jurisdic­
tion, duty, or power and Law 17 of 1877, and any such 
law as last aforesaid, shall be read and construed as if 
throughout the said laws, the term “ Resident Magistrate” 
were substituted for the term “ District Court Judge” 
and “ Resident Magistrate’s Court”  for “ District Court,” 
and “ Parish”  for “ D istrict:” — Provided that in the exercise 
of his civil jurisdiction, the Resident Magistrate may call 
upon one or more of the Honorary Justices of the Parish 
to assist him in any particular matter, and thereupon such 
Honorary Justice or Justices shall have an equal juris­
diction with the Resident Magistrate. And provided also, 
that in all cases in which by any law, special jurisdiction
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is conferred on the late City of Kingston Court, such 
jurisdiction is vested in the Court of the Resident Magis­
trate of Kingston.
70— On or before the 31st day of October in each year, it 
shall be the duty of every Resident Magistrate to fix the 
dates and stations at which Petty Sessions, or Resident 
Magistrates’ Courts will be held during the ensuing year, 
in the parish or parishes to which for the time being he may 
be assigned by the Governor, and also fix the date at which 
such Courts shall be held during the ensuing year, at any 
station or stations to which for the time being he may be 
assigned by the Governor: and on or before such date sub­
mit a list of such dates and stations for the approval of the 
Governor in Privy Council. It shall be lawful for the 
Governor in Privy Council to alter the dates and stations 
so fixed by the Resident Magistrate as he may see fit, and in 
the event of a Resident Magistrate failing to submit such 
lists as aforesaid, within the time aforesaid, to fix the dates 
and stations at which such Courts shall be held, without 
reference to the Resident Magistrate. The dates and sta­
tions so fixed and approved as aforesaid, shall be the dates 
and stations at which such Courts shall be held during the 
ensuing year: Provided always, that when any fixture has 
been made and approved as aforesaid, the Governor may at 
any time alter the spme.
Anything in the above provision to the contrary notwith­
standing, it shall be lawful for every Resident Magistrate 
to hold his Court for the exercise of his criminal jurisdic­
tion, at any time and place within the parish or parishes for 
which he was appointed, that he may see fit; and he may 
give such notice as he may think desirable of the holding of 
such Court, but no such notice shall be necessary to give 
him jurisdiction to hold such Court; and it shall be the 
duty of the Resident Magistrate to hold such Court for 
the exercise of such jurisdiction as aforesaid, at such times 
and places as may best conduce to the speedy and effectual 
administration of the criminal jurisdiction of the court.
Subject to the provisions contained in this section, notice 
of the times and places fixed for the holding of the Courts 
as aforesaid, and of any alterations of the same, shall be
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published in the Jamaica Gazette, and shall be put up in 
some conspicuous place in each Court House in the parish, 
and in the office of the Clerk, and no other notice thereof 
shall be needed.
The said notice shall be put up at least one month before 
the time so appointed or altered. But proof of such notice 
shall not be necessary to the validity of any proceedings, 
nor shall want of such publication invalidate any proceeding.
Adjournments. Any Court fixed as aforesaid may, by declaration in 
open Court be adjourned by the Resident Magistrate, or 
in his absence, by any Justice, or in the absence of any 
Justice by the Clerk or Assistant Clerk, to any day or 
place, whether or not such day or place has been fixed or 
approved as aforesaid.
km ’s. 71— It shall be lawful for any Resident Magistrate to
ChambCTs” m sit in Chambers, and there to make orders as to the mode of 
trial of persons brought before him charged with any in­
dictable offence, to hear and determine any appl cation for 
a change of venue from one station to ano her station in his 
parish or parishes, for any stay of execution, for a writ of 
habeas corpus to bring up any witness or prisoner, and 
any application respecting the taxation of costs, and also 
any unopposed application for probate or admin stration 
and also any application that may be properly made 
exparte and without notice to the other side.
r.m. may 72— The Resident Magistrate may sit in Chambers in
antTplacesTfor any place and at any time he may appoint, and he may give 
sitting in such notice as he may think desirable for any sitting, but noChambers but . . • i • t •for certain such notice shall be necessary to give him jurisdiction to sit 
deemeTtobe'1 be in Chambers; and the Resident Magistrate shall at all 
chambere.tms m times he deemed to be sitting in Chambers for the purpose 
of making orders as to the mode of trial of persons brought 
before him charged with any indictable offence.
Power, etc. when The Resident Magistrate sitting in Chambers shall have, 
with respect to all matters that may be heard and deter­
mined in Chambers, the same jurisdiction, powers and 
privileges that he would have in hearing or determining 
such matters in open Court,
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73— Rules made under this Law may give jurisdiction 
in Chambers over other matters within the jurisdiction of 
the Resident Magistrate’s Court, besides those before 
mentioned, which can be disposed of in Chambers more 
conveniently than in Court.
74— The power to hear and determine any application 
in Chambers, shall not prevent the making and determining 
of such application in open Court; and it shall not be 
lawful for any Resident Magistrate to refuse to hear and 
determine any application in Court, merely because such 
applicat on could be disposed of in Chambers.
It shall be lawful for the Resident Magistrate to refer 
any matter brought before him in Chambers at any stage 
to be disposed of in Court, if, on account of the importance 
of the matter, or for any other reason, he thinks that the 
matter should be disposed of in Court.
JURISDICTION OF RESIDENT M AGISTRATES
COURT.
(a ) C o m m o n  L a w .
75— Every Resident Magistrate’s Court shall, within the 
parish for which the same is appointed, have jurisdiction 
in al actions at law, whether arising from tort or from con­
tract, or from both, when the debt or damage claimed dees 
not exceed one hundred pounds, whether on balance of 
account or otherwise: Provided, that the defendant, or 
one of the defendants, shall dwell or carry on his business, 
or shall at some time within six calendar months next before 
the time of action brought, have dwelt or carried on his 
business, or the cause of action shall have arisen, wholly 
or in part, within the local jurisdiction of the Court.
76—  (1)—All Common Law actions, whatever be the 
amount of debt or damage claimed, wherein both parties 
shall agree by memorandum, signed by them, or their 
respective Solicitors, that any Resident Magistrate’s Court 
named in such memorandum shall have power to try the 
action, may be heard and determined in like manner by the 
Resident Magistrate’s Court so named.
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(2) A judgment delivered pursuant to such hearing shall 
have the same effect and be enforceable in all respects as 
a judgment for an amount within the jurisdiction as to 
amount or coming within the local jurisdiction of the 
Resident Magistrate’s Court before which the same was so 
tried.
77—  It shall not be lawful for any plaintiff to divide any 
cause of action for the purpose of bringing two or more suits 
in any of the said Courts; but any plaintiff having a cause 
of action for more than one hundred pounds, for which a 
plaint might be lodged under this Law, if such cause of 
action had been for not more than one hundred pounds, 
may abandon the excess, and thereupon the plaintiff 
shall, on proving his case, recover to an amount not 
exceeding one hundred pounds, and the judgment of the 
Court upon such plaint shall be in full discharge of all 
demands in respect of such cause of action, and entry of 
the judgment shall be made accordingly; and the plaintiff 
shall in all cases be held to have abandoned any remaining 
portion of any debt, demand, or penalty beyond the sum 
actually sued for in the plaint.
78—  Where in any action the debt or demand claimed 
consists of a balance not exceeding one hundred pounds, 
after an admitted set-off of any debt or demand claimed 
or recoverable by the defendant from the plaintiff, the 
Court shall have jurisdiction to try such action.
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79—  The jurisdiction of the Resident Magistrate’s Cour1; 
shall extend to the recovery of any demand, not exceeding 
the sum of one hundred pounds, which is the whole or part 
of the unliquidated balance of a partnership account, or 
the amount, or part of the amount of a distributive share 
under an intestacy, or of any legacy under a will.
80— No evidence shall be given by the plaintiff on the 
trial of any action, of any demand or cause of action, 
except such as shall be specified in the summons here­
inafter directed to be issued.
(b ) I n t e r p l e a d e r .
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81— If any claim shall be made to or in respect of any 
goods or chattels taken in execution under the process of a 
Resident Magistrate’s Court, or in respect of the proceeds 
or value thereof, by any person, it shall be lawful for the 
Clerk of the Resident Magistrate’s Court, upon application 
of the Bailiff, as well before as after any action brought 
against him, to issue a summons calling before the said Court 
as well the party issuing such process as the party making 
such claim; and the Court shall adjudicate upon such claim, 
and shall make such order between the parties in respect 
thereof, and of the costs of the proceedings, as to it shall 
seem fit and shall also adjudicate between such parties, or 
either of them and the Bailiff, with respect to any damage 
or claim of or to damages arising or capable of arising out 
of the execution of such process by the Bailiff, and shall 
make such order in respect thereof, and of the costs of the 
proceedings, as to it shall seem fit; and such order shall be 
enforced in like manner as any order in any suit brought in 
such Court, and shall be final and conclusive between the 
parties, and as between them or either of them and the 
Bailiff, unless the decision of the Court shall in either case 
be appealed from ; and upon the issue of the summons, 
any action which shall have been brought in any Court in 
respect of such claim, or of any damages arising out of the 
execution of such process, shall be stayed.
82— Where any claim shall be made, under the imme­
diately preceding section, to or in respect of any goods 
taken in execution under the process of a Resident Magis­
trate’s Court, the claimant may deposit with the Bailiff 
the amount of the value of the goods claimed, or may give 
to the Bailiff in the described manner, security for the 
value of the goods claimed, (such value to be fixed by 
appraisement in case of dispute), whereupon the goods shall 
be delivered up to the claimant, and the money deposited 
be paid by such Bailiff into Court to abide the decision of 
the Resident Magistrate upon such claim; or the claimant 
may pay the sum which the Bailiff shall be allowed to 
charge as costs for keeping possession of such goods until 
such decision can be obtained, in which latter case the goods
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shall be retained in the meantime by the Bailiff; and in 
default of the claimant making the deposit or payment, or 
giving the security aforesaid, the Bailiff shall, subject to any 
order of the Court, delaying such sale, sell such goods, as 
if no such claim had been made, and shall pay into Court 
the proceeds of such sale, to abide the decision of the Court, 
(c) R e p l e v in .
83—  The Clerk of the Resident Magistrate’s Court of the 
parish in which any distress, or any property or goods sub­
ject to replevin, shall be taken, when the claim for which 
such distress shall be taken, shall not exceed fifty pounds, or 
the value of the property or goods taken (in any other case 
than a distress) shall be of or under fifty pounds, shall be 
empowered, subject to the regulations hereinafter contained 
to approve of replevin bonds, and to grant replevins, and 
to issue all necessary process in relation thereto, and such 
process'shall be executed by the Bailiff.
This section shall apply to cases in which goods are taken 
under the alleged authority of the Supreme Court, or of 
any other Court, as well as to other cases.
84—  Such Clerk shall, at the instance of the person whose 
goods shall have been distrained or property or goods 
taken, cause the same to be replevied to such person, on 
his giving one or other of such securities as are mentioned 
in the next succeeding section.
85—  The replevisor shall, at the time of replevying, give 
security, to be approved by the Clerk of the Resident 
Magistrate’s Court, for such an amount as such Clerk shall 
deem sufficient to cover the alleged rent or damages in 
respect of which the distress shall have been made, or 
sufficient to answer the value of the property or goods 
intended to be replevied, and the probable costs of the 
cause in the Resident Magistrate’s Court; conditioned that 
the replevisor do, within two weeks from the date of the 
security commence an action of replevin against the 
distrainer, or other person who shall have taken or detained 
such property or goods, in the Court of the parish in which 
the distress, or property or goods shall have been taken, and 
that he do prosecute such action with effect and without
31
delay, and that he do make return of the goods, if a return 
thereof shall be adjudged.
(d ) L a n d .
86— rln the construction and for the purposes of the land Definitions 
jurisdiction conferred on Resident Magistrates' Courts Land” 510 4 * 
by this Law, the following terms shall have the respective coSerr^°by 
meanings hereinafter assigned to them, that is to say: thia Law- 
‘ ‘Land”  shall extend to messuages, tenements and heredi­
taments; “ Person” , and “ Owner”  shall extend to the Crown,
and to a body politic or corporate as well as an individual; 
and “  the Landlord”  shall include the person entitled to the 
immediate reversion of the lands, or if the property be 
held in joint tenancy, coparcenary, or tenancy in common, 
shall include any one of the persons entitled to such reversion.
87— For the purposes of this part of this Law, the ^f^ nf tent 
jurisdiction of every Resident Magistrate’s Court shall jurisdiction, 
extend to the parish for which the same is appointed,
and one mile beyond the boundary line of the said parish.
88— Every Resident Magistrate’s Court shall, within the jurisdiction of 
parish for which the same is appointed and the land or any purposes of 
part thereof is situate, have and exercise jurisdiction and
be a Court of competent jurisdiction for the purposes of ^ “ dd| ^ ot 
section thirty-four of the Registration of Titles Law, 1888,
(Law 21 of 1888) in all cases where the land or any part
thereof sought to be brought under the operation of the
said Law does not exceed in value the sum of two hundred
pounds and such Court may also, where the land or any
part thereof sought to be brought under the said Law does
not exceed in value the sum aforesaid, grant an injunction grant
for the purposes of the said section thirty-four (whether m)Unc lon'
any other relief is claimed or not) restraining the Registrar
of Titles from bringing the land specified in the caveat
under the operation of the said Law.
8 9— "When the term and interest of the tenant of any Plaint by 
lands or hereditaments shall have expired, or shall have been tenant or person 
determined, either by the landlord or the tenant, by a tenant.6 
notice to quit, and such tenant, or any person holding or
claiming by, through, or under him, shall neglect or
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refuse to deliver up possession accordingly, the landlord 
may lodge a plaint, at his option, either against such tenant, 
or against such person so neglecting or refusing, in the 
Resident Magistrate’s Court within whose jurisdiction the 
premises are situated, for the recovery of the same; and 
thereupon a summons shall issue to such tenant, or such 
person so neglecting or refusing, returnable in eight days, 
or such greater number of days as may be prescribed by 
rules now or hereafter to be in force; and if the defendant 
shall not at the time named in the summons show good 
cause to the contrary, then, on proof of his still neglecting 
or refusing to deliver up possession of the premises, and on 
proof of the holding, and of the expiration or other deter­
mination of the tenancy, with the time and manner thereof, 
and of the title of the plaintiff, if such title has accrued 
since the letting of the premises, and of the service of the 
summons, if the defendant shall not appear thereto, the 
Resident Magistrate may order that possession of the 
premises mentioned in the plaint be given by the defendant 
to the plaintiff, either forthwith, or on or before such day 
as the Resident Magistrate shall think fit to name; and if 
such order be not obeyed, the Clerk, on proof to him of 
service of such order, shall, at the instance of the plaintiff, 
issue a warrant requiring the Bailiff of the Court to give 
possession of such premises to the plaintiff.
90—  In any such plaint against a tenant as in the last 
preceding section is specified the plaintiff may add a 
claim for rent or mesne profits, or both, down to the day 
appointed for the hearing, or to any earlier day named in 
the plaint, so as the same shall not exceed fifty pounds; 
and any misdescription in the nature of the claim may be 
amended at the trial.
91—  Where any land shall have been let at a rental not 
exceeding £50 per annum, when such rents shall be in 
arrear, or the tenant shall have broken or failed to observe 
any of the covenants or conditions of the tenancy, and the 
landlord shall have the right by Law to re-enter 
for the non-payment of such rent, or for the breach or non- 
observance of such covenant or condition as aforesaid, the 
landlord may, without any formal demand or reentry,
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lodge a plaint in the Resident Magistrate’s Court within 
whose jurisdiction the premises are situate, for the recovery 
of the premises; and thereupon a summons shall issue to 
the tenant, the service whereof shall stand in lieu of a 
demand or re-entry; and if the tenant shall, before the 
return day of such summons, pay into the Court all the 
rent in arrear, or a sufficient sum to cover any damage 
for such breach or non-observance as aforesaid and the 
costs, the action shall cease; but if he shall not make such 
payment, and shall not, at the time named in the summons, 
show good cause why the premises should not be recovered, 
then, on proof of the fact that the rent was in arrear before 
the plaint was lodged, and is still in arrear, and that no 
sufficient distress was then to be found on the premises to 
countervail such arrear, or that a covenant or condition as 
aforesaid had been broken, or had not been observed, and 
that no sufficient sum has been paid as compensation for 
such breach or non-observance, and of the landlord’s 
right to re-enter in case of default of payment, and of the 
title of the plaintiff, if such title has accrued since the letting 
of the premises, and of the service of the summons, if the 
defendant shall not appear thereto, the Resident Magistrate 
may order that possession of the premises mentioned in the 
plaint be given by the defendant to the plaintiff forthwith, 
or on or before such day as the Resident Magistrate shall 
think fit to name, unless all the rent in arrear and the 
costs be paid into Court; and if such order be not obeyed, 
the Clerk of the Court shall, on proof to him of the service 
of such order, at the instance of the plaintiff, issue a war­
rant requiring the Bailiff of the Court to give possession of 
such premises to the plaintiff, and the plaintiff shall, from 
the time of the execution of such warrant, hold the 
premises discharged of the tenancy, and the defendant, 
and all persons claiming by, through, or under him shall 
so long as the order of the Court remains unreversed, be 
barred from all relief in equity or otherwise.
92—When any summons for the recovery of a tenement, 
as is hereinbefore specified, shall be served on or come to 
the knowledge of any sub-tenant, being an occupier of the 
whole or part of the premises sought to be recovered, he 
shall forthwithj?ive notice thereof to his immediate land-
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lord, under penalty of forfeiting one year’s rack rent of 
the premises held by such sub-tenant to such landlord, 
to be recovered by such landlord by action of debt; and 
such landlord, on the receipt of such notice, if not origin­
ally a defendant, may, on his application, be added or 
substituted as a defendant to defend possession of the 
premises in question.
93—  When any person shall be in possession of any lands 
or tenements without any title thereto from the Crown, or 
from any reputed owner, or any right of possession, per- 
scriptive or otherwise, the person legally or equitably 
entitled to the sa d lands or tenements may lodge a plaint 
in the Resident Magistrate’s Court for the recovery of the 
same and thereupon a summons shall issue to such first 
mentioned person; and if the defendant shall not, at the 
time named in the summons, show good cause to the 
contrary, then on proof of his still neglecting or refusing 
to deliver up possession of the premises, and on proof of 
the title of the plaintiff, and of the service of the summons, 
if the defendant shall not appear thereto, the Resident 
Magistrate may order that possession of the premises 
mentioned in the plaint be given by the defendant to the 
plaintiff, either forthwith or on or before such day as the 
Resident Magistrate shall think fit to name; and if such 
land be not given up, the Clerk of the Court, whether 
such order can be proved to have been served or not, shall 
at the instance of the plaintiff issue a warrant authorizing 
and requiring the Bailiff of the Court to give possession 
of such premises to the plaintiff.
94— When any person shall be in possession of any lands, 
or tenements without any title thereto from the Crown, 
or from any owner or reputed owner, or any right of occu­
pation through an undisturbed possession, not being 
expressly permissive, for twelve years, whereof the burden 
of proof to exclude the application of this clause shall lie 
upon such person, the Crown, no person legally or equitably 
entitled to the said lands or tenements appearing, may 
lodge a plaint in the Resident Magistrate’s Court for the 
recovery of the same; and thereupon a summons shall 
issue to such person in possession; and if the defendant
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shall not, at the time named in the summons, show good 
cause to the contrary, then, on proof of his still neglecting 
or refusing to deliver up possession of the premises, and of 
the service o f the summons, if the defendant shall not 
appear thereto, the Resident Magistrate may order that pos­
session of the premises mentioned in the plaint be given 
by the defendant to the Crown, either forthwith or on or 
before such day as the Resident Magistrate shall think fit to 
name; and if such land be not given up, the Clerk of the 
Court may issue a warrant giving possession of the premises 
to the Crown as in the last preceding section to the plaintiff.
Provided always, that where possession of any lands 
has been adjudged to the Crown under the provisions of 
this section, then if the person legally or equitably entitled 
to such premises shall, within seven years from the date 
of the order or warrant giving possession to the Crown, or 
in the case of a minor, at his option, within three years 
after he shall have attained the age of twenty-one years, 
or in the case of a lunatic within three years of his becoming 
compos mentis, commence proceedings to establish his 
title to the same in manner hereinafter provided, then and 
in that event, but not otherwise, the Crown, when required 
by him so to do, shall, on payment by such person to the 
Treasurer of the island, within the period allowed as 
aforesaid for establishing his title, of all costs charges and 
other expenses, incurred or which may be payable by the 
Government of this island in the recovery, obtaining and 
keeping possession of such land, or in fencing, repairing; 
or making permanent improvements on the same, give 
possession to such person of the said lands and tenements ; 
but unless such payment as is hereby required be made 
within the term prescribed as aforesaid, the right to obtain 
possession under the proviso to this section shall be 
forfeited.
In calculating such costs, charges and expenses as afore­
said, the expenses of all Barristers, Advocates, Solicitors, 
Surveyors, Revenue Officers and others employed in the 
case, shall be reckoned according to the usual rates of 
charge for such services, although not actually disbursed 
by reason of such persons having been salaried servants of
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the Crown; and to the principal thus calculated shall be 
added interest at the rate of six per centum per annum, and 
such costs shall be paid into the Treasury to the credit of 
the Government of Jamaica.
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95— No proceedings shall be taken under section 94 of 
this Law except under the authority of the Attorney- 
General; and in cases where there are separate holdings on 
the same estate or property by several persons, or where 
it is sought to dispossess more than one person on the same 
estate or property, no more than one summons shall issue 
in the first instance, and only the persons claiming jointly 
in respect of one holding on the same estate or property 
shall be summoned, until such summons has been heard and 
adjudicated upon as a test case. If, after the hearing of 
such test case, judgment shall be given for the Crown, the 
Attorney-General may give such further directions for 
entering as many further plaints, and serving as many 
copies on as many other persons in possession of other por­
tions of the same estate or property, as he shall think fit, 
regard being had to the necessity of avoiding as far as pos­
sible a multiplicity of plaints, actions, or suits in respect 
to the same subjects.
owner entitled to 96— In all cases heretofore adjudged under the provisions
time tatitte is of any Law now repealed, or that shall be hereafter adjudged 
recognised or un(jer section 94 of this Law, the person establishing his
established. . _ _ . _ I ' . .
legal or equitable title, according to the proviso in the 
said section 94 contained, shall be entitled to all rents and 
profits of the lands so adjudged, from the time of the 
recognition by the Crown of such title, or of its formal 
establishment in a Court of Law or Equity, but he shall not 
be entitled to claim, either from the Crown or from any 
other person, any mesne rents or profits accrued during 
the time when the land was out of his possession, or was 
abandoned to be possessed by persons having no title to 
such possession because of his own neglect, or the neglect of 
those whom he may represent, to retain or to recover 
possession of the same.
97—All lands the possession of which has been adjudged Lands adjudged 
to the Crown under the provisions of any law now repealed, under pre^s 
and possession of which has not been subsequently obtained l S ” k | eL"’' 
from the Crown by any person entitled thereto under £olonial
• • . _ i t  . Secretary onthe provisions entitling him so to do, are hereby continued certain trusts, 
vested as from the date of such adjudication, and all 
lands the] possession of which shall be adjudged to the 
Crown under the provisions of section 94 of this Law shall, 
from the date of such adjudication, be hereby vested in 
the Colonial Secretary for the time being, his successors 
and assigns, subject to the trusts, powers and provisions 
hereinafter mentioned,—that is to say: upon trust to 
reconvey them, upon such terms, and subject to such 
leases, and in such manner, as shall be directed by the 
Governor, or adjudged by the order of a Resident Magis­
trate’s Court, (as the case may be), to the person who 
shall establish his title thereto in manner hereinafter pro­
vided, his heirs and assigns, and subject thereto, and 
until reconveyance under such direction or order, and as 
to all lands in respect whereof no such direction or order 
is made or given, upon trust when and as may be deemed 
advisable, subject to the directions and approval of the 
Governor, to lease the said lands, or any part of the same, to 
any person for any period not exceeding seven years, as 
fully and effectually as if the Crown were the absolute 
owner, and upon further trust, at any time after the ex­
piration of the term of seven years from the date of the 
order adjudging possession of such lands to be given to 
the Crown, to dispose of the same, at such time and in 
such manner, arid subject to such terms or otherwise, as 
the Governor shall from time to time generally or specially 
direct, and to pay the net proceeds thereof to the Trea­
surer, to form part of the general revenue of this island.
Leases granted by the Crown under this Section shall be ‘^ ia
made in the name of the Colonial Secretary for the time section, 
being. And the stipulations contained in any lease so 
granted by the Crown, or in any agreement so to lease, shall 
be as binding and effectual on the person legally or equitably 
entitled to the possession thereof, as if he had himself 
executed the same. And all covenants, conditions and 
remedies, contained in or incident to any lease, so
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granted shall be enforceable by and against the Colonial 
Secretary for the time being, in like manner as if the 
lands so leased had been legally vested in such Colonial 
Secretary at the time of the execution of such lease, and 
had legally remained in such Colonial Secretary, subject 
to the said lease.
98— The title of any person to such lands may be 
established in either of the following ways:
(a) By submitting the evidence thereof to the Governor
or,
(b) Either without or after so submitting the same,
by plaint to be exhibited against the Colonial 
Secretary in the Resident Magistrate’s Court 
within whose jurisdiction the lands are situate, 
which plaint shall be dealt with and be subject 
to appeal in all respects as a plaint for the 
recovery of lands, except that all costs of both 
parties to the proceedings (except costs of 
appeal, which shall be in the discretion of the 
Courts of Appeal) shall in any event be pay­
able by the plaintiff.
Any judgment in favour of the plaintiff upon a plaint 
so exhibited shall be that the Colonial Secretary do reconvey 
such lands to the plaintiff, and that the plaintiff do recover 
possession thereof, subject to any then existing lease there­
of made under any law now repealed, or this Law, upon 
the plaintiff paying all costs, charges and other expenses, 
mentioned in section 94 of this Law, and paying the 
Colonial Secretary’s costs of suit, and the costs of the 
reconveyance.
99—  In the event of any lunatic or infant establishing 
his title to any such land then, if the land has been pre­
viously sold under the provisions of this Law, he shall have 
judgment for the net proceeds of such sale, with interest 
at the rate allowed on deposits by the Government Savings 
Bank from the date of the sale, after deducting therefrom 
the costs, charges and other expenses, mentioned in sec­
tion 94 of this Law, and paying the Colonial Secretary’s 
costs of suit; and such sum shall be paid to him upon such
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judgment by the Treasurer, on the warrant of the Governor 
out of the general revenue of the island; and such pro­
ceeds, with interest as aforesaid, shall be received and 
accepted by him in full discharge of all the estate and 
interest he had in such land.
100—  The provisions of the foregoing sections 94 to 99 Sections 94 to 9« 
shall be applicable as well to all cases which have been cases under 
before the passing of this Law adjudged under any law previous Laws- 
now repealed conferring jurisdiction on a District Court
or the Resident Magistrate’s Court, as to cases hereafter 
to be adjudged under this Law.
101—  Whenever a dispute shall arise respecting the title Plaint in cases of 
to land or tenements, possessory or otherwise, the annual awetlTiaSds not 
value whereof does not exceed fifty pounds, any person annual vtiue° 
claiming to be legally or equitably entitled to the posses­
sion thereof, may lodge a plaint in the Resident Magis- Procedure 
trate’s Court, setting forth the nature and extent of his thereon- 
claim; and thereupon a summons shall issue to the person
in actual possession of such land or tenements, and if such 
person be a lessee, then a summons shall also issue to the 
lessor under whom he holds; and if the defendant or the 
defendants, or either of them, shall not, on a day to be 
named in such summons, show cause to the contrary, then, 
on proof of the plaintiff’s title and of the service of the 
summons on the defendant or the defendants, as the case 
may be, the Resident Magistrate may order that posses­
sion of the lands or tenements mentioned in the said 
plaint be given to the plaintiff on or before such day, not 
being less than one month from the date of the order, as 
the Resident Magistrate may think fit to name; and if 
such order be not obeyed, the Clerk of the Court, on proof 
to him of the service of such order, shall, at the instance 
of the plaintiff, issue a warrant authorising and requiring 
the Bailiff of the Court to give possession of such lands 
or tenements to the plaintiff.
102—  (1) Whenever a dispute shall arise between the 
occupiers of adjoining lands or hereditaments respecting boundary of 
the boundary line between the same, either of the parties fand^ mg 
may lodge a plaint in the Resident Magistrate’s Court,
and thereupon a summons shall issue to the other party;
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and if the defendant shall not, on a day to be named in 
such summons, show cause to the contrary, then on proof 
of the respective occupation of the plaintiff and defendant, 
and of the dispute, and of the service of the summons, if 
the defendant shall not appear thereto, the Resident 
Magistrate may hear and determine the matter in dispute.
(2) The jurisdiction of the Resident Magistrate shall 
not be ousted by reason of the fact that either party 
shall at the hearing raise a question of title to the land 
involved in the dispute and in the case of title to the 
lands being involved the Resident Magistrate shall take 
all the evidence offered : and shall have power if he 
thinks desirable and without the consent of the 
parties to refer the matter to a Surveyor or Surveyors 
to make such survey or surveys and lay down such 
boundary line as the evidence and the Law shall justify 
and in his final judgment shall lay down and determine 
the boundary in settlement of such dispute.
103— Whenever any dispute shall arise between any 
parties relative to the rights of way or water, or any 
other rights or easements affecting any lands or tene­
ments, either of such parties may lodge a plaint in the 
Resident Magistrate’s Court; and thereupon a summons 
shall issue to the other party or parties'; and if the de­
fendant shall not, on a day to be named in such summons, 
show cause to the contrary, then, on proof of the right 
claimed by the plaintiff, and of the dispute, and of the 
service of the summons, if the defendant shall not appear 
thereto, the Resident Magistrate may order that judgment 
be entered for the plaintiff, with or without costs, or do 
otherwise as the justice of the case may require.
104—  Whenever a dispute shall arise between the occupier 
of any lands or tenements and the public, relative to the 
constitution or exercise of any right or easement affecting 
the said lands or tenements, either such occupier, or one 
or more persons as representing the public, may lodge a 
plaint in the Resident Magistrate’s Court; and thereupon 
a summons shall issue to the other party, and notice thereof 
shall be given by the plaintiff by advertisement in the 
Jamaica Gazette at least four weeks before the day to be
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named in the summons; and if the defendant shall not on 
such day named as aforesaid show cause to the contrary, 
then, on proof of the right claimed by the plaintiff, and of 
the dispute, and of the service o f the summons, if the 
defendant shall not appear thereto, the Resident Magis­
trate may order that judgment be entered for the plaintiff, 
with or without costs, or do otherwise as the justice of the 
case may require: Provided always, that no increase of 
fees and costs shall be charged as costs against the un­
successful party by reason of there being more than one 
plaintiff or defendant.
105—  The judgments under sections 102, 103, and 104, 
shall, subject to any Resident Magistrate’s Court Rules 
for the time being in force, be in such form as the Resident 
Magistrate shall direct.
106—  In any suit under sections 102, 103, and 104, or 
in any other suit where it may be desirable for the purpose 
of determining the matter in issue, the Resident Magis­
trate, if he thinks it expedient so to do, may make an order 
that the matter in controversy shall be referred to a Com­
missioned Surveyor, or, with the consent of both parties, 
to some other fit person or persons whom he shall nominate; 
and the person or persons so appointed shall, under the 
control and direction of the Court, make a survey of the 
lands in question, so far as the same may be necessary to 
ascertain and settle the boundary line between the said 
lands, or the right of way or other easement in dispute, 
or such other matter at issue as aforesaid, and shall as­
certain and settle the said boundary line or right of way, 
or other easement or matter as aforesaid, and, shall if 
necessary, make a plan or diagram of the said lands, 
indicating the boundary line, or the right of way, or 
other easement or matter as aforesaid, and shall make a 
report thereof to the Court, and shall file the report in 
Court; and the Court shall, on a day to be appointed for 
that purpose, take the said report into consideration; and 
it shall be competent for either of the parties to take ex­
ceptions to the said report, and the Court shall hear argument 
upon such exceptions, and shall allow or disallow such 
exceptions, or confirm the report, as the justice of the case
Form of
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may appear to require: Provided, that the Court may 
refer back the report to the persons who made it, or to 
any other Surveyor or person nominated as aforesaid, for 
a further report, with such instructions as the Court may 
think fit to give, and on the making of such further report 
the Court may proceed as it might have proceeded on the 
first report.
107— Referees under the last section shall be re­
munerated according to a scale to be fixed by the Resident 
Magistrate’s Court Rules, and until such scale is in force, 
according to such a rate as shall be determined by the 
Court in the particular case before it.
Any remuneration paid by a party according to such 
scale or rate as aforesaid to any such Referee as aforesaid, 
shall be deemed to be part of such party’s costs of suit, and 
it shall be lawful for the Resident Magistrate to direct by 
whom such costs shall be borne.
Deposit to meet 108— No reference shall be made as hereinbefore men-
such, costs. . .
tioned until the plaintiff shall have deposited m Court a 
sum of money, to be fixed by and to be subject to the 
order of the Court.
109— Any person or persons who shall assault, hinder, 
or obstruct a Land Surveyor, or any other person to whom 
any matter or controversy shall be referred under section 
106 of this Law, shall be liable on conviction thereof, in 
a summary manner before any two or more Justices of the 
Peace, to a fine not exceeding £20 and in default of pay­
ment forthwith to be imprisoned for any period, not exceed­
ing two calendar months, with or without hard labour.
(e) Equity.
subject matters n o — Every Resident Magistrate’s Court shall have andand limits there- . . . . . . .  . ,. ., , , , .of, within the exercise jurisdiction in the suits or matters hereinafter 
pirischctionof mentioned; that is to say:
rm ’s Courts. 1st. In all suits by creditors, legatees, (whether speci­
fic, pecuniary or residuary,) devisees, (whether in 
trust or otherwise), heirs at law or next of kin, in 
which the personal or real, or personal and real, 
estate against or for an account or administration
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of which the demand may be made, shall not exceed 
in amount or value the sum of two hundred pounds.
2nd. In all suits for the execution of trusts in which 
the trust estate or fund shall not exceed in amount 
or value the sum of two hundred pounds.
3rd. In all suits for foreclosure-or redemption, or for 
enforcing by sale or otherwise any charge or lien, 
where the mortgage, charge, or lien, shall not ex­
ceed in amount the sum of two hundred pounds.
4th. In all suits for specific performance, or for the 
reforming, delivering up or cancelling of any agree­
ment for the sale, purchase or lease of any property, 
where, in the case of a sale or purchase the purchase 
money, or in the case of a lease the value of the 
property shall not exceed the sum of two hundred 
pounds.
5th. In all proceedings under the A ct of the eleventh 
Victoria, chapter thirteen, and the Chancery Deposit 
Act, 1855, (18 Victoria, chapter 33,) and the Act 
nineteenth Victoria, chapter five, in which the trust 
estate or fund to which the proceeding relates shall 
not exceed in amount or value the sum of two 
hundred pounds.
6th. In all proceedings relating to the maintenance 
or advancement of infants, or for the appointment, 
or removal or substitution of trustees or guardians, 
in which the property of the infant, or 
the trust premises or property, shall not exceed in 
amount or value the sum of two hundred pounds.
7th. In all suits for the dissolution or winding up of 
any partnership, or for the settlement and adjust­
ment of partnership accounts, in which the whole 
property, stock and credits of such partnership 
shall not exceed in amount or value the sum of two 
hundred pounds.
8th. In all proceedings for orders in the nature of 
injunctions, when the same are requisite for granting 
relief in any matter in which jurisdiction is given, 
by this or by any other law, to the Resident 
Magistrate’s Court.
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9th. In suits for partition in any case where the pro­
perty to which the suit relates does not exceed in 
value the sum of two hundred pounds, as provided 
by Law 15 of 1873.
10th. In all suits for the rectification or cancellation 
of deeds or instruments, including instruments under 
the Registration of Titles Law, where the value of 
the property affected thereby does not exceed the 
sum of two hundred pounds.
111—  In all such suits or matters the Resident Magis­
trate shall, in addition to the other powers and authorities 
which shall be possessed by him under this Law, have, for 
the purposes of the jurisdiction hereby conferred, all the 
powers and authorities of a Judge of the Supreme Court; 
and the Clerk, Bailiff, or other Officers of the Resident 
Magistrate’s Court, shall, in all matters in which the Re­
sident Magistrate’s Court has jurisdiction under this part 
of this Law, discharge any duties which an officer of the 
Supreme Court can discharge, either under the orders of a 
Judge or the practice of that Court; and all Officers of the 
Resident Magistrate’s Courts shall, in discharging such 
duties, conform to any Resident Magistrate’s Court Rules 
now in force or hereafter to be in force, and subject to such 
rules, and so far as such rules may not extend, shall act as 
the Resident Magistrate may direct.
112- —With respect to the Resident Magistrate’s Court 
in which proceedings in Equity shall be taken—
1st. Proceedings taken for the recovery, partition, or 
sale of any lands, tenements, or hereditaments, or 
for foreclosure or redemption, or for enforcing any 
mortgage, charge, or lien, on lands, tenements and 
hereditaments, shall, subject to the provisions of 
sub-section 3, be taken in the Resident Magis­
trate’s Court of the parish within which the lands, 
tenements, or hereditaments, or any part thereof, 
are situated.
2nd. Proceedings under the Act of the eleventh Vic­
toria, chapter thirteen, and the Chancery Deposit 
Act, 1885, and, the Act nineteenth Victoria, chapter 
five, shall be taken in the Resident Magistrate’s
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Court within the parish of which the persons making 
the application, or any of them, reside or resides.
3rd. Proceedings for the administration of the assets 
of a deceased person shall be taken in the Resident 
Magistrate’s Court within the parish of which the 
deceased person had his last place of abode in this 
Island, or in which the executors or administrators, 
or any one of them, shall have their or his place of 
abode.
4th. Proceedings in partnership cases shall be taken 
in the Resident Magistrate's Court within the parish 
of which the partnership business was or is carried 
on.
5th. Proceedings for the specific performance, or the 
delivery up, reforming or cancelling of agreements, 
shall be taken in the Resident Magistrate’s Court 
within the parish of which the defendants or any 
of them shall reside or carry on business.
6th. Proceedings for the maintenance or advancement 
of infants or for the appointment, removal or 
substitution of trustees or guardians in which there 
may be no Defendant, shall be taken either in 
the Resident Magistrate’s Court within the parish 
in which the property of the infant or the trust 
property or any part thereof may be situated or 
in which the applicant or applicants or any one 
or more of them shall reside or carry on business.
7th. Proceedings in any suit or other matter under 
the Equity jurisdiction conferred on Resident Mag­
istrates’ Courts by Law, which are not otherwise 
provided for, shall be taken or instituted in the 
Resident Magistrate’s Court within the parish of 
which the defendants or any or either of them, shall 
reside or carry on business.
(f) Probate and Administration.
113— The jurisdiction now vested in the Supreme Court 
over the probate of wills and the administration of 
the estate, rights and credits, of intestate deceased 
persons, is hereby conferred on the Resident Magistrate’s 
Court, whenever the real and personal estate of the de­
ceased shall not exceed the sum or value of three hundred
Jurisdiction in 
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administration 
matters.
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pounds; and the deceased person last thereto entitled shall, 
at the time of his death, or up to the time of his leaving the 
Island, if though domiciled in Jamaica he has died abroad, 
have had his fixed place of abode within the parish in which 
such Court has jurisdiction. Subject to the provisions 
of this Law, the rules, forms and practice, in force 
and used in probate and administration in the Supreme 
Court, shall be the rules, forms and practice in such 
matters in the Resident Magistrates’ Courts.
114—  The Resident Magistrate in whose Court probate 
or administration is applied for shall first satisfy himself, 
upon affidavit or affidavits filed therein, of his right to 
exercise jurisdiction on such application.
115—  The Clerk of every Resident Magistrate’s Court 
shall, immediately after any application made to the 
Court for administration on the estate of any deceased 
person, cause notice thereof, with the several particulars 
which may from time to time be required by the Rules of 
the Supreme Court or of the Resident Magistrate’s Court to 
be advertised , in the Jamaica Gazette for two consecutive 
weeks; and no administration shall be granted by 
the Resident Magistrates’ Courts until the expiration of 
twenty-one days from the day of the application for the 
grant, nor, unless the same shall be unopposed, shall such 
administration be granted except upon the judgment of 
the Court.
116— When proceedings are taken for proving a will in 
solemn form, or for revoking the probate of any will on 
the ground of the invalidity thereof, the party taking 
such proceedings shall lodge a plaint in accordance with 
the rules laid down in section 148, and thereupon a sum­
mons shall issue to the next of kin, or the parties pretend­
ing interest in the personal estate (if any) affected by the 
will, or in case the will affects any real estate, to the 
heir at Law or devisee of such real estate, as the case may be.
117—  Notice of every application to a Resident Magis­
trate’s Court for the grant of probate or administration 
shall be transmitted by the Clerk of such Court, to the 
Registrar of the Supreme Court, by the next post after 
such application shall have been made; and such notice
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shall specify the name and description, or addition (if any) 
of the testator or intestate, the time of his death, and 
place of his abode at his decease, as stated in the affidavit 
made in support of such application, and the name of the 
person by whom the application has been made, and such 
other particulars as may be directed by Resident Magis­
trate’s Court Rules now or hereafter to be in force; and no 
probate or administration shall be granted in pursuance 
of such application until the Resident Magistrate or Clerk 
of the Court shall have received a certificate, under the 
hand of the Registrar of the Supreme Court, that no appli­
cation appears to have been made in respect of the goods or 
estate of the same deceased person, which certificate 
the Registrar of the Supreme Court shall forward as soon 
as may be to the Clerk of the Resident Magistrate’s Court; 
and all such notices in respect of applications in the Resi­
dent Magistrate’s Court shall be filed and kept in the office 
of the Registrar of the Supreme Court who shall, 
with reference to every such notice, examine all notices of 
such applications which may have been received from the 
several other Resident Magistrates’ Courts, and the 
applications which may have been made for grants of 
probate or administration, at the Office of the Supreme 
Court, so far as it may appear necessary to ascertain whether 
or no application for probate or administration in respect 
of the goods or estate of the same deceased person may 
have been made in the Supreme Court, or in more than one 
Resident Magistrate’s Court, and who shall communicate 
with the Clerks of the Resident Magistrates’ Courts as 
occasion may require in respect to such applications.
118—  Caveats against the grant of probates or adminis­
trations in a Resident Magistrate’s Court may be lodged 
in the office of the Clerk at the principal station thereof, 
and, subject to any Resident Magistrate’s Court Rules 
now or hereafter to be in force, the practice and procedure 
under such caveats shall, as near as may be, correspond 
with the practice and the procedure of the Supreme Court.
119— When it shall be shewn to the Resident Magis­
trate before whom any matter is pending that the place 
of abode, or state of the property of the testator or intestate
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in respect of whose will or estate he may have been applied 
to for grant or revocation of probate or administration, 
has not been correctly stated in the affidavit, and if correctly 
stated would not have authorized him to exercise juris­
diction, he shall stay all further proceedings in his Court on 
the matter, leaving the party to apply to the Supreme 
Court for such grant or revocation, and making such order 
as to the costs of the suit, as to him shall seem just.
120—  All grants of probate made, and all letters of 
administration granted under this Law, shall have the same 
effect as if they had been made or granted by the Supreme 
Court of this island.
121—  N o such grant of probate or administration shall 
be liable to be revoked, or otherwise impeached, by reason 
that the testator or intestate had no fixed place of abode 
within the parish of such Resident Magistrate at the time 
o f his death, or up to the time of his leaving the island, or 
by reason that the real and personal estate, sworn to be 
of or under the value of three hundred pounds, did in fact 
exceed that value; and every such probate and adminis­
tration granted by any Resident Magistrate shall effectu­
ally discharge and protect all persons paying to or dealing 
with any executor or administrator thereunder, notwith­
standing the want of or defect in such affidavit as is hereby 
required.
122—  On judgment being given by a Resident Magistrate 
in any contentious case for the grant or revocation of a 
probate or administration, such Resident Magistrate 
shall thereupon grant probate or administration to the 
party or parties in whose favour such judgment shall have 
been given, in accordance with such judgment, or as the 
case may require, and thereupon any probate or letters 
of administration theretofore granted shall be revoked or 
varied according to the effect of such judgment.
123—  The period within which any person obtaining 
probate or administration of the estate of any deceased 
person, shall be required to return the inventory of the 
estate and effects of his testator or intestate, shall be six 
months but the Resident Magistrate shall have power to 
extend such time if need be.
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124— It shall be lawful for every Resident Magistrate's 
Court, on application being made to it for probate of any 
will or for letters of administration, to receive evidence 
by affidavit of the due execution of the will, and of all 
matters and things required to be proved in support of such 
application. And it shall be sufficient, in all cases where 
an oath shall be required to be taken, that such oath shall 
be in writing, and sworn before a Justice of the Peace, and 
filed in the said Court. Provided always, that where letters 
of administration are applied for by any person in the 
character of a creditor of the['deceased, such person shall 
appear personally in Court, and shall be required to give 
strict proof of the several matters relied on by him in 
support of his application.
125— Every Clerk of a Resident Magistrate’s Court 
shall, within one week from the grant of probate or letters 
of administration, transmit to the Registrar of the Supreme 
Court a list of such grants, made up to the date of such 
transmission, in such form and containing such par­
ticulars as may be from time to time required by any 
Resident Magistrate’s Court Rules now or hereafter to be 
in force.
126—  Every Clerk of a Resident Magistrate’s Court 
shall enter at length all original wills of which probate, 
or letters of administration with the will annexed, may 
be granted by the Resident Magistrate, in a book 
to be kept by him in the office of the said Resident Magis­
trate’s Court at its principal station, and shall carefully 
examine and compare the same with the original will, 
and shall thereafter transmit such original will, with such 
particulars of the grant of probate or letters of adminis­
tration thereon as may be required by any Resident Magis­
trate’s Court Rulejs now or hereafter to be in force, to the 
Deputy Keeper of the Records, to be kept and preserved, 
and entered and recorded in the Island Record Office.
Provided, that when any probate or administration 
granted as aforesaid shall be revoked, either by the Resi­
dent Magistrate or by the Court of Appeal, the Clerk 
aforesaid shall cancel the entry aforesaid in such way as
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may be prescribed by any rules to be made under this 
Law, and shall transmit to the Deputy Keeper of the 
Records a certificate, under the hand of the Resident 
Magistrate and the seal of the Court from which the 
probate or letters aforesaid issued, that such probate or 
letters has or have been revoked; and the said Deputy 
Keeper shall, on receipt of such certificate, cancel the 
entry and record of such will, in such way as may be 
prescribed by any rules made or directions given by the 
Keeper of the Records.
127— Nothing in this Law shall oust the jurisdiction of 
the Supreme Court; but such Court may transmit to the 
proper Resident Magistrate’s Court any case originated in 
the Supreme Court over which such Resident Magistrate’s 
Court can exercise concurrent jurisdiction under this Law: 
Provided that unless the Supreme Court shall be of opinion 
that there were good grounds for instituting such 
proceeding in the said Court, the Court shall not allow 
to any party proceeding in the said Court his costs, either 
out of the estate or against any other party.
128— Every person to whom any grant of administra­
tion shall be committed shall give bond to His Majesty, 
with one or more surety or sureties, conditioned for duly 
collecting, getting in and administering, the estate of 
the deceased; and such bond shall be in a penalty of 
double the amount of the sworn value of the estate and 
effects of the deceased, unless the Resident Magistrate shall 
in any case think fit to direct the same to be reduced, and 
such bond may also limit the liability of any surety to such 
amount as the Resident Magistrate shall think reasonable.
129—  When any probate or administration granted under 
this Law is revoked, all payments bona fide made to any 
executor or administrator under such probate or adminis­
tration before the revocation thereof, shall be a legal 
discharge to the person making the same; and the executor 
or administrator who shall have acted under any such 
revoked probate or administration may reimburse himself 
in respect of any payments made by him, which the person 
to whom probate or administration shall be afterwards 
granted, might have lawfully made.
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130— The copy of any will of which probate or letters 
of administration with the will annexed has been granted 
by any District Court, or by the Resident Magistrate’s 
Court, attested as a true copy by the Clerk of the Resi­
dent Magistrate’s Court, having the custody of the same, 
and under the seal of such Court, or a copy of any such 
will proved in any District Court, or in any Resident 
Magistrate’s Court, certified to be a true copy of such will 
under the hand of the Deputy Keeper of the Records, and 
under the seal of the Record Office, shall, so long as such 
probate or letters are unrevoked, in all Courts, and in all 
suits and proceedings, (save proceedings by way of appeal 
under this Law against the grant of such probate or letters 
of administration, or proceedings for the revocation of such 
probate or administration), be received as prima facie 
evidence of the validity and contents of such will.
131—  The record of any such will as is in the next pre­
ceding section mentioned, and of the particulars of the 
grant of probate and letters of administration thereon 
shall be a valid, authentic and effectual record, to all 
intents and purposes; and such record, and also every copy 
of the same duly certified in accordance with the provisions 
of the Island Records Law, and also every copy of the entry 
of any such will as aforesaid in the book formerly required 
to be kept in the office of every District Court, or in the 
book formerly required to be kept in the office 
of the Resident Magistrate’s Court under the provisions 
of any repealed Resident M agistrate’s Law or in the book 
now required to be kept in the office of the Resident Magis­
trate’s Court under the provisions of Section 126 of this 
Law, attested as a true copy by the Clerk of the Resident 
Magistrate’s Court having the custody of such book as 
aforesaid, and under the seal of such Court, shall, so long as 
the probate of such will or the letters of administration 
annexed to the same are unrevoked, in all Courts and in 
all suits and proceedings, (save proceedings by way of 
appeal under the said Law against the grant of such probate 
or letters of administration, or proceedings for the revo­
cation of such probate or administration), be received as 
prima facie evidence of the validity and contents of such 
will.
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132— Any Resident Magistrate before whom any dis­
puted question shall be raised relating to matters and 
issuses testamentary under this Law, shall have the same 
jurisdiction, power and authority to decide the same, 
and to enforce judgment thereon, and to enforce orders in 
relation thereto, as is conferred upon him in cases of 
ordinary plaint in the Court of such Resident Magistrate 
under this Law.
The practice under this section shall, subject to any 
Resident Magistrate’s Court Rules now or hereafter to be 
in force, be such as the Resident Magistrate shall direct 
generally or specially.
133—  The Resident Magistrate’s Courts and the Court 
of Appeal shall have power to award costs, either out of 
the estate in controversy or against any person before 
them; and such costs may be enforced by either Court as 
other costs are now enforced therein respectively.
134— Nothing in this Law contained shall affect the 
stamp duties by law payable upon 'probates and adminis­
tration; and all the clauses, provisions, rules, regulations 
and directions, contained in any statute or Law of this 
island which may be in force relating to the said duties 
as to wills, probate of wills and letters of administra­
tion, for securing the said duties, not superseded by or in­
consistent with the express provisions of this Law, shall be 
of full force, and shall be observed and put in execution for 
securing the duties payable on probates of wills and 
Letters of Administration granted under this Law, as if 
such duties had been granted by this Law, and the said 
clauses, provisions, rules and regulations relating thereto, 
were herein repeated and specially enacted.
General Provisions.
135— No action commenced in any Resident Magistrate’s 
Court under this Law shall be removed from the said 
Court into the Supreme Court by any writ or process, 
unless the debt or damage claimed shall exceed ten pounds; 
and then only by leave of the Resident Magistrate of the 
Court in which such Action shall have been commenced,
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in any case which shall appear to the said Resident Magis­
trate fit to be tried in the Supreme Court, and subject to 
any order of the Supreme Court upon such terms as he 
shall think fit.
136— If any action or suit shall be commenced in the 
Supreme Court for any cause for which an action might 
have been instituted in any Resident Magistrate’s Court 
and the plaintiff shall in an action founded on contract 
recover a sum less than one hundred pounds or shall 
recover in an action founded on tort a sum less than fifty 
pounds or shall recover in an action for recovery of land in 
which it shall be found by the Jury (and the presiding 
Judge is hereby authorised and required to submit the 
issue to the Jury, if any) or if there be no Jury, by the 
Judge, that the land in question is of an annual value not 
exceeding fifty pounds or shall r'ecover judgment in any 
action, suit or proceeding, brought for any cause for which a 
plaint might have been entered in the^Resident Magistrate’s 
Court under its Equitable jurisdiction, (and for the purpose 
of determining any such question, the Judge before whom 
any such case is heard, is required to ascertain and deter­
mine the value of any estate, fund, mortgage, lien, charge, 
property, stock, credits, or land about which any suit or 
proceeding may be brought or taken before him), the 
plaintiff shall recover no more costs than he would have 
been entitled to had he brought his action or suit in a 
Resident Magistrate’s Court; unless in any such action, 
suit or proceeding a Judge of the Supreme Court certifies 
that there was sufficient reason for bringing the action, 
suit or proceeding in that Court.
137__The provisions of section 136 of this Law shall 
extend to every form of proceeding in the Supreme Court 
by which any person asks any relief, whether by way of 
action, suit, petition, motion, summons, or otherwise, 
(unless it be by way of counter-claim as a defendant), 
which might have been taken in the Resident Magistrate s 
Court" and the term “ Plaintiff”  as used in the said section 
shall extend and apply to any person taking any such 
proceeding.
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138— When any Equity suit or proceeding shall be 
pending in the Supreme Court of this island, which suit 
or proceeding might have been commenced in a Resident 
Magistrate’s Court, it shall be lawful for any of the parties 
thereto to apply at Chambers to a Judge to have the same 
transferred to any Resident Magistrate’s Court in which 
the same might have been commenced; and the said Judge 
shall have power, upon such application, or without such 
application if he shall see fit, to make an Order for such 
transfer; and thereupon such suit or proceeding shall be 
carried on in the Resident Magistrate’s Court to which 
the same shall be ordered to be transferred, and the parties 
thereto shall have the same right of appeal that they 
would have had if the suit or proceeding had been 
commenced in the Resident Magistrate’s Court.
When a suit is so transferred, the laws, rules and 
forms, regulating the practice and procedure of such suit 
in the Supreme Court shall continue to be applicable to 
such suit in the Court to which the same shall be trans­
ferred, and the Resident Magistrate to whose Court such 
suit is transferred is hereby empowered to exercise and 
enforce all the powers and practice of the Superior Court 
in such transferred suit.
The costs of any suit so transferred shall, from the date 
of such order of transfer, be taxed and allowed at the rate 
of one half of the rate allowed by the Rules of the Supreme 
Court, but otherwise in accordance with such rules.
139—  It shall be lawful for any person against whom 
an action, whether of tort or contract, may be brought in the 
Supreme Court, or for any person who can swear positively 
to the facts to make an affidavit that the plaintiff has no 
visible means of paying the costs of the defendant should 
a verdict be not found for the plaintiff, and thereupon a 
Judge of the Supreme Court shall have power to make an 
order, that unless the plaintiff, within a time to be therein 
mentioned, shall give security for the defendant’s costs 
to the satisfaction of a Judge of the Supreme Court or shall 
satisfy the Judge that he has a cause of action fit to be 
prosecuted in the Supreme Court, all proceedings in the 
action shall be stayed; and in the event of the plaintiff
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being unable or unwilling to give such security, or failing 
to satisfy the Judge as aforesaid, the said Judge shall have 
power to order that the cause be remitted for trial before 
a Resident Magistrate’s Court to be therein named; and 
thereupon the plaintiff shall lodge the original action and 
the order with the Clerk of such Resident Magistrate’s Court 
who shall appoint a day for the hearing of the cause, 
notice whereof shall be given to or left at the residence, 
of both parties, or of their Solicitor, by the Clerk of such 
Resident Magistrate’s Cqurt; and the Resident Magis­
trate’s Court so named shall have all the same powers 
and jurisdiction with respect to the cause as if both parties 
had agreed by a memorandum signed by them that the 
said Resident Magistrate’s Court should have power to 
try the said action and the same had been commenced by 
plaint in the said Resident Magistrate’s Court; and the 
costs of the parties in respect of the proceedings subsequent 
to the order of the Judge of the Supreme Court, shall be 
allowed according to the scale of costs in use in the Resident 
Magistrates’ Courts, and the costs of the proceedings in 
the Supreme Court shall be allowed according to the scale in 
use in the Supreme Court.
Rules.
140—Any three Resident Magistrates to be named from 
time to time by the Governor, or a majority of them, may 
make, revoke and alter general rules and forms for the 
Resident Magistrates’ Courts, for the effectual execution 
of this Law and of the objects thereof; and for the regula­
tion of the practice and proceedings of the said Courts; and 
the registration of all orders and judgments and the keep­
ing of all books required to be kept by the Clerk of the 
Court, recording or relating to the proceedings of the Courts 
and the settling of the duties of the several Officers of the 
said Court. Rules for regulating the proceedings of the 
Appellate Court under this Law, may be made by the 
Judges of the Supreme Court. The rules and forms 
under this section, shall not come into force until allowed 
by the Governor in Privy Council, who shall have power to 
allow, disallow, add to, or alter such rules; Provided 
always, that the rules and forms and practice now in
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force in the Resident Magistrates’ Courts shall remain in 
force under this Law until the same shall be revoked, 
altered or amended as by this section provided.
141—  The forms of proceeding which may be prescribed 
by virtue of this Law, may be either in writing on printed, 
or may be partly written and partly printed; and all such 
forms as bear reference to any antecedent form may be 
either on the same sheet of paper therewith, or on a separate 
sheet.
PARTIES.
142—  It shall be lawful for any infant above the age of 
fourteen years to prosecute any suit in a Resident Magis­
trate’s Court, for any sum of money which may be due to 
him for wages or work done, in the same manner as if he 
were of full age.
143—  Subject to the foregoing provision, all provisions 
as to parties applicable to the Supreme Court, shall apply 
equally to Resident Magistrates’ Courts.
FEES.
144—  It shall be lawful for any two Resident Magis­
trates appointed from time to time for the purpose by the 
Governor, to frame a tariff of fees payable upon proceed­
ings under this Law, (1) for Practitioners, (2) for Court 
Fees, and (3) for Bailiff’s fees, and from time to time to 
alter and amend the same. Before a tariff so framed as 
aforesaid, or any alteration or amendment thereof, shall 
come into operation, it shall first be approved by the 
Governor in Privy Council, who may make such alterations 
or additions as he shall think fit; and it shall thereafter 
be published in the Jamaica Gazette.
Provided always, that the tariff of fees now in force in the 
Resident Magistrates’ Courts shall be the tariff of fees 
payable upon proceedings under this Law, until the same 
shall be altered or amended as by this section provided.
145— A table of all fees of Court, and of all fees and 
other sums of money payable to the Bailiff, shall be put 
up in some conspicuous place in every Court House, and 
in every Clerk’s Office; and the fees except in interpleaders,
The Resident Magistrates Law, 1927. [No. 39.) 57
or where such fees shall be payable in respect of keeping 
possession, appraising, or selling goods seized, shall be paid 
in the first instance by the plaintiff, or party in whose behalf 
such proceeding is to be taken, on such proceeding being 
taken; and in default of payment of any fees, payment 
thereof shall be enforced, by order of the Resident Magis­
trate, by such ways and means as any sum of money 
ordered by the Court to be paid can be recovered.
146—  In proceedings before the Resident Magistrates’ Proceedings in 
Courts, the Court Fees may be paid by means of paper to^ Cou^Fees^  
specially stamped for this purpose, when such paper shall
have been provided by the Government.
SUITS IN  FORM A PAUPERIS.
147—  It shall be lawful for any person having, or claim- Formfi Pauperis. 
ing to have a cause of action or suit within the jurisdiction
and cognizance of a Resident Magistrate’s Court, to apply 
to the Resident Magistrate thereof for leave to sue in forma 
pauperis. Every application for such purpose must be 
supported by an affidavit of poverty by the applicant 
and also by a certificate signed by a Justice of the Peace, 
or by a Clergyman or Minister of Religion, to the effect 
that the applicant is known to him, and that to his per­
sonal knowledge the applicant, by reason of poverty, is 
unable to defray the necessary fees; but the Resident 
Magistrate may, if he think fit, require further evidence 
as to the poverty of the applicant.
On being satisfied of the poverty of the applicant, it 
shall be lawful for the Resident Magistrate to remit the 
application to the Clerk of the Court, to enquire and 
examine whether the applicant has a fair prima facie cause 
of action, and it shall thereupon be the duty of such Clerk 
to enquire into the matter, and certify to the Resident 
Magistrate whether or not, in the opinion of such Clerk, 
the applicant has a fair prima facie cause of action.
On such certificate of the Clerk, the Resident Magis­
trate may grant or refuse the application as he may think 
fit; and, if he grants the same, the necessary process shall 
issue, and the case may be heard and disposed of without 
prepayment of foes,
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On the hearing or decision of any plaint so issued, it 
shall be lawful for the Resident Magistrate, as part of his 
judgment, to make such order as he may think fit, as to 
when, how, where, by whom and in what manner, the 
Court fees should be paid, or in his discretion, to make 
no Order or judgment in respect of such fees.
Any person having been admitted to sue as a pauper, 
and becomihg of ability during the progress of the cause, 
or misbehaving himself therein, by any vexatious or im­
proper conduct or proceeding, or wilfully delaying the 
cause, shall, on the same being shown to the Court, be 
deprived of all the privileges of such admission.
FORM  AND COM M ENCEM ENT OF ACTION.
148—All actions and suits in a Resident Magistrate’s 
Court which, if brought in the Supreme Court, would be 
commenced by writ of summons, shall be commenced by 
the party desirous of bringing such action, or some person 
on his behalf, lodging with the Clerk or Deputy Clerk or 
any Assistant Clerk, at the office of the Clerk of the 
Court, or at any Court held within the parish, a plaint, 
stating briefly the names and last known places of abode 
of the parties, and naming a Post Office to which notices 
may be addressed to the plaintiff, (to be called the 
plaintiff’s address for service,) and setting forth the 
nature of the claim made, or of the relief or remedy 
required in the action, in such short form as may be 
prescribed by any rules in force under this Law, (or as 
nearly in such form as circumstances adm it); and the 
Clerk or Deputy Clerk, or Assistant Clerk, shall note 
on such plaint the day of the lodging thereof, and 
shall file the same in his office, and shall as soon as possible 
enter the same in a book to be kept for this purpose in the 
office, and to be called the plaint book, every one of which 
plaints shall be numbered in every year according to the 
order in which it shall be entered; and thereupon a summons 
embodying the matter of the plaint, and accompanied by 
the particulars of the claim, if any, and stating the plaintiff’s 
place of abode and address for service, and bearing the 
number of the plaint on the margin thereof, shall be issued 
by the Clerk of the Court under his hand and the seal
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of the Court and shall be served on the defendant so many 
days before the day on which the Court shall be holden 
at which the cause is to be tried, as shall be prescribed by 
rules now or hereafter to be in force; and delivery of such 
summons to the defendant, or in such other manner as shall 
be specified in the rules now or hereafter to be in force, 
shall be deemed good service; and no misnomer or in­
accurate description of any person or place in any such 
plaint or summons, shall vitiate the same, if the person 
or place be therein described so as to be commonly known.
149—  If any person desires to bring an action in any 
Resident Magistrate’s Court against any person out of the 
jurisdiction of the Supreme Court, then, if the defendant 
has in Jamaica an agent authorized to bring actions for 
him, the Resident Magistrate may, on the application of 
the plaintiff, order service of the summons, and of sub­
sequent proceedings in the suit, to be made upon such 
agent in the same way that service might have been made 
on the defendant if he had been in Jamaica; or if the 
defendant carries on in Jamaica any estate or business, and 
has no known agent in Jamaica on whom service can be 
effected as above provided, and the action is one which, 
in the opinion of the Resident Magistrate, may properly 
proceed under this section, the Resident Magistrate may 
order that service of the summons, and of subsequent pro­
ceedings in the suit, may be made on any servant or agent 
in Jamaica engaged in carrying on for such person such 
estate or business, and in such manner and at such place 
(if the Resident Magistrate think fit to fix any place) as to 
such Resident Magistrate seems fit.
The Resident Magistrate may direct such advertise­
ments (if any) to be made in any newspaper, as he may 
think fit, concerning such order or such service, or any 
subsequent proceedings in the action.
Service under this section shall be equivalent in all 
respects to service upon the defendant.
150—  If any person desires to bring an action in any 
Resident M agistrate’s Court against any person residing 
out of this island, in respect of any cause of action within
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1the jurisdiction of such Court, he may lodge a plaint in 
the usual way, and the Resident Magistrate may, on 
application of the plaintiff, order service of the summons, 
and of subsequent proceedings in the suit, to be made out 
of this island.
Every application for an order for leave to serve such 
summons on a defendant out of the island, shall be sup­
ported by evidence, by affidavit or otherwise, showing in 
what place or country such defendant is, or probably may 
be found, and whether such defendant is a British subject 
or not, and the grounds upon which the application is 
made.
Any order giving leave to effect such service shall prescribe 
the mode of service, and shall limit a time after such ser­
vice within which such defendant is to enter an appearance, 
such time to depend on the place or country where, or 
within which the‘ summons is to be served.
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Power in certain 151— In any action in a Resident Magistrate’s Court for
summons hf"6 a debt or liquidated money demand, the plaintiff may, at 
form. his option, cause to be issued, either a summons in the
ordinary form, or a summons in the form or to the effect 
Schedule a . given in Schedule A to this Law:
service thereof Provided, that if such last mentioned summons be issued, 
thereon0cedure it shall be personally served on the defendant twelve clear 
days before the return day thereof, and then if the de­
fendant or his agent shall not, at, least six clear days before 
such return day, give notice in writing signed by himself 
to the Clerk of his intention to defend, the plaintiff may, 
on or within two months of the return day, file an affi­
davit or affidavits in the office of the Court by himself or 
by any person or persons who can swear positively to the 
facts of the service on the defendant, and of the truth of the 
debt or demand; and thereupon the Clerk shall forthwith 
lay the same before the Resident Magistrate who, on being 
satisfied that the requirements of this section have been 
complied with, shall authorise the Clerk to enter up judg­
ment against the defendant for the amount of the claim 
and costs to be taxed by the Clerk, and the Clerk shall 
enter up judgment accordingly and such judgment shall
be as valid and effectual as if it had been pronounced 
by the Resident Magistrate in open Court.
Where the defendant shall fail to give such notice, the Leave to 
Resident Magistrate may, upon an affidavit disclosing a defen ' 
defence on the merits, and satisfactorily explaining the 
neglect, let in the defendant to defend upon such terms as 
the Resident Magistrate shall think just.
152— In any action in a Resident Magistrate’s Court 
commenced under section 151 of this Law, and on the and on judgment 
taking out of any judgment summons, when the plaintiff aummonses- 
or judgment creditor employs a Solicitor, there shall 
be endorsed on the summons a claim for an amount for 
costs up to and inclusive of the issuing of the summons, 
according to the scale in Schedule B hereto, and it shall be 
the duty of the Clerk on issuing any such summons, to see 
that the amount claimed for Solicitor’s costs endorsed 
thereon is in accordance with the said scale; and thereupon, 
if the defendant in any such action fails to give the notice 
required by the said section 151 of his intention to defend, 
the plaintiff shall, in taking judgment under the provi­
sions of the said Section, be entitled to judgment as and for 
his Solicitor’s costs, to the amount endorsed as aforesaid, 
and to a further sum for taking judgment and having 
the same entered up according to the scale in Schedule 
C hereto, and to no other or further costs and without any 
necessity to have the same taxed; and in the case of judg­
ment summonses, where the judgment debtor satisfies the 
claim of the judgment creditor before the return day of 
the summons, the judgment creditor shall be entitled to 
the sum endorsed on the summons as aforesaid, as part of 
his judgment debt, and to no other or further costs and 
without any taxation.
Provided always, that in cases where the defendant or 
judgment debtor appears to defend the claim, the amount 
claimable by the plaintiff or judgment creditor in respect 
of Solicitor’s costs (where a Solicitor has been employed) 
shall, notwithstanding and irrespectively of any endorse­
ment of the summons as aforesaid, with a claim for Solici­
tor’s costs as aforesaid, if such costs are awarded, be allowed 
and taxed according to the provisions of this Law.
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153—  If the defendant shall give such notice as in section 
151 is specified, the action shall be heard in the ordinary 
course; but in any event the Clerk shall, immediately after 
the last day for giving such notice, deliver to the plaintiff, 
or leave at his usual place of abode or business, or post to 
the plaintiff’s address for service, a letter stating whether 
the defendant has or has not been served with such 
summons, or whether he has or has not given notice of his 
intention to defend.
154—  No defendant shall be allowed, except as provided 
by the next succeeding section, to set off any debt or de­
mand claimed or recoverable by him from the plaintiff, or 
to set up, by way of defence, infancy, coverture, or any 
statute of limitations, or his discharge under any statute 
or law relating to bankrupts or insolvents, or a justification 
in actions of libel or slander, or any defence of “ not guilty 
by statute,”  or any equitable estate, right, or ground of 
relief, unless such notice thereof as is directed by the 
Resident Magistrate’s Court Rules, or practice for the 
time being in force, shall have been given to the Clerk of 
the Court; and, in the case of a defence of “ not guilty by 
statute,”  the defendant shall name in such notice the 
particular act or law under which the defence arises; and 
in every case in which the practice of the Court shall require 
such notice to be given, the Clerk of the Court shall, com­
municate the same to the plaintiff, by causing the same to 
be delivered at his usual place of abode or business, or 
posting the same to the plaintiff’s address for service; but 
it shall not be necessary for the defendant to prove on the 
trial that such notice was communicated to the plaintiff 
by the Clerk.
155—  It shall be lawful for the Resident Magistrate to 
allow any defendant to set up any of the defences mentioned 
in section 154 of this Law although he has not given the 
notice required by the said section: provided, that 
where it shall appear to the Resident Magistrate that the 
plaintiff is taken by surprise by any such defence, or that 
it is otherwise unjust to allow the defendant to avail him­
self of any such defence without having given notice
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thereof, he shall allow such defence only on such terms as 
to him may seem just.
156— No defendant shall be allowed to set up any right Counter-claim^  
or claim by way of counter-claim against the claim of the on doing so. 
plaintiff unless he shall have given such notice thereof as
he may be required to give in case of the special defences 
mentioned in section 154 of this Law.
Such notice shall set forth the nature of the claim made, 
or of the relief or remedy required, in the same way and 
with the same particularity as is required of a plaintiff 
in lodging a plaint.
There shall be paid by the defendant giving notice of 
any such counter-claim to the Clerk of the Court, the 
same court fee as would be required of the defendant if 
he were a plaintiff, lodging a plaint setting forth the claim 
put forward by defendant as a counter-claim, by way of 
commencement of an action: Provided always, that where 
a defendant gives notice of such counter-claim as afore­
said, it shall be lawful for him in such notice to state that 
he admits the whole or any part of the plaintiff’s claim, 
and if the defendant makes such admission, the amount 
of the plaintiff’s claim so admitted shall, for the purpose 
of the calculation of the Court fee, be deducted from the 
amount counter-claimed by the defendant as aforesaid:
Provided, however, that if the fee is by such admission as 
last aforesaid reduced below one shilling, a fee of at least 
one shilling shall nevertheless be payable by the defendant 
giving such notice.
157—  It shall be lawful for the defendant in any action !nt0
brought under this Law, within such time as is or may be 
directed by the Resident M agistrate’s Court Rules or by
the practice of the Court, to pay into Court such sum of 
money as he shall think a full satisfaction for the demand 
of the plaintiff, together with the costs incurred by the 
plaintiff up to the time of such payment, calculating the 
Court Fees as on a demand equal to the sum of money paid 
in; and notice of such payment shall be communicated by 
the Clerk of the Court to the plaintiff, by causing the same 
to be delivered at his usual place of abode or business, or
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posted to the plaintiff’s address for service, and the said 
sum of money shall be paid to the plaintiff if he accept the 
same in full satisfaction of his demand: but if he shall elect 
to proceed, and shall recover no further sum in the action 
than shall have been so paid into Court, the plaintiff shall 
pay to the defendant the costs incurred by him in the said 
action after such payment, and such costs shall be settled 
by the Court, and an order shall thereupon be made by 
the Court for the payment of such costs by the plaintiff; 
and the money paid into Court shall be applied in payment 
of such costs, and the balance, if any, shall be paid to the 
plaintiff.
158—Where any action is brought to recover a debt or 
damages, any defendant may, three days before the hear­
ing, pay into the Court in which the plaint shall have been 
lodged, a sum of money by way of satisfaction, which 
shall be taken to admit the claim or cause of action in 
respect of which the payment is made; or he may, with a 
defence denying liability, (except in actions or counter­
claims for libel or slander), pay money into Court, 
subject to the provisions in the rules relating to such 
payments.
And any person against whom a plaint shall be lodged 
may, if he thinks fit, whether he be summoned upon such 
plaint or not, in the presence of the Clerk or the Assistant 
Clerk of any Resident Magistrate’s Court, or of a Soli­
citor or a Justice of the Peace, sign a statement admitting 
the amount of the debt or demand, or part of the amount 
of the debt or demand, for which the plaint shall have 
been lodged; and the Clerk of the Court shall, as soon as 
conveniently may be after receiving such statement, give 
notice thereof to the plaintiff, by causing the same to be 
delivered at the usual place of abode or business, or posted 
to the plaintiff’s address for service; and thereupon it 
shall not be necessary for the plaintiff to prove his debt 
or demand so admitted as aforesaid, but the Court, at the 
next sitting o f such Court, whether the parties or either 
of them attend the Court or not, shall, upon being satisfied 
of the genuineness of the signature of the person before 
whom such statement was signed, proceed to give judg-
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ment for the debt or demand so admitted, in the same 
manner and subject to the same conditions, as if he had 
tried the cause and given judgment thereupon under the 
provisions of this Law.
159—  If the person against whom a plaint shall be lodged 
agree with the person on whose behalf such plaint shall 
have been lodged, upon the amount of the debt or demand 
in respect of which such plaint shall have been lodged 
and upon the terms and conditions upon which the same, 
shall be paid and satisfied, it shall be lawful for such per­
sons respectively, in the presence of the Clerk or Assistant 
Clerk of any Resident M agistrate’s Court, or of a Solicitor 
or a Justice of the Peace, to sign a statement of the amount 
of the debt or demand so agreed upon, and of the terms 
and conditions upon which the same shall be paid or 
satisfied; and such Clerk of the Court shall receive such 
statement, and shall thereupon, upon being satisfied of the 
genuineness of the signature of the person before whom 
such statement was signed, enter up judgment for the 
plaintiff for the amount of the debt or demand so agreed 
upon, and upon the terms and conditions mentioned in 
such statement; and such judgment shall to all intents and 
purposes be the same, and have the same effect, and shall 
be enforced and enforceable in the same manner, as if it 
had been a judgment of the Resident Magistrate of the 
said Court.
SUMMONSES AND OTHER PROCESS.
160—  Any of the parties to a suit or any other proceed­
ing, civil or criminal, under this Law, may obtain at the 
office of the Clerk of the Court summonses to witnesses, 
with, or without a clause requiring the production of books, 
deeds, papers and writings, in their possession or control, 
and in any such summons any number of names may be 
inserted.
161—  Where it is probable that the sittings of any Court 
at any station will occupy several days, plaints, sum­
monses and all other process in civil or criminal proceed­
ings, may issue for any day subsequent to the first day
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appointed for holding the Court, in the same way and with 
the same consequences, except as to the computation of 
the time before the return day, as such process might 
be issued for such first day.
The practice under this section shall be regulated 
according to the general or special directions of the Resi­
dent Magistrate, unless the Resident Magistrate’s Court 
Rules shall otherwise provide.
162—  Every summons, whether to a party or his agent 
or a witness, may be lawfully and competently served at 
any place within the island by any person whatsoever; 
and every warrant, precept, or writ of execution, granted 
under the authority of this Law, may be lawfully and 
competently executed by an officer of the Court having 
jurisdiction in the parish where the same is to be executed, 
or by a constable acting under the authority of any law, 
though addressed to an officer of the Court issuing the 
same.
163—  Service of any summons, or other process of the 
Court which shall require to be served, shall be proved by 
affidavit purporting to be sworn before any Resident Magis­
trate, or Clerk of a Resident Magistrate’s Court, or 
before a Justice of the Peace; and such affidavit shall state 
the mode in which such service was effected: Provided, 
that in all cases where service shall have been effected by 
the Bailiff, or an Assistant Bailiff of the Court issuing the 
process, it shall be sufficient for such Bailiff or Assistant 
Bailiff to return a certificate of service signed by him, and 
such certificate shall be sufficient prima facie evidence of 
service; or the Bailiff may appear and give evidence on 
oath of such service having been made.
164—  Every person upon whom any summons to testify 
shall have been served, either personally or in such other 
manner as shall be directed by the General Rules or prac­
tice of the Court, and to whom at the same time payment, 
or a tender of payment, of his expenses shall have been 
made on the authorized scale of allowance, and who shall 
refuse or neglect, without sufficient cause, to appear, or to 
produce any books, papers or writings, required by such
summons to be produced; and also every person present 
in Court who shall be required to give evidence and who 
shall refuse to be sworn or to give evidence, shall forfeit 
and pay such fine, not exceeding ten pounds, as the Resi­
dent Magistrate shall impose on him, and in default of 
payment forthwith to imprisonment for any period 
not exceeding six months, and the whole or any 
part of such fine, in the discretion of the Resident Magis­
trate after deducting the costs, shall be applicable towards 
indemnifying the party injured by such refusal or neglect, 
and the remainder thereof, if any, shall be paid into the 
Public Treasury.
165—  Every summons to appear to any plaint issued by Service oi ^  
any Resident Magistrate’s Court under its Land juris- the Land 
diction may, if the defendant cannot be found, and his courts” °f 
place of dwelling either shall not be known, or admission
thereto cannot be obtained for serving such summons, be 
lawfully served by posting a copy of the same on some 
conspicuous part of the premises sought to be recovered, 
and such posting shall be deemed good service on the 
defendant.
166—  In any case in which it is made to appear to any P°wcr t0 , 
Resident Magistrate, that any document required by law personal service 
to be personally served, has not been so served, but that m certam ca8es' 
the same has nevertheless come to the knowledge of the
person to be served, and that the failure to effect personal 
service has arisen, not from any neglect on the part of the 
officer or person charged with making such service, but 
from the efforts of the person to be served— it shall be 
lawful for the Resident Magistrate to direct that personal 
service be dispensed with, and that service thereof may 
be effected either under the Rules of Court regulating the 
mode of effecting substituted service, or in such other 
manner as he may direct. Any service thereupon made 
in compliance with any such order, shall be deemed to be 
as valid and effectual to all intents and purposes, as if 
such service had been personal.
167—  Where a commitment summons has not been ®*J™et°fent 
served in due time by a Bailiff, successive summonses may summons.
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be issued without fee, as occasion may require, in order 
that service thereof may be effected.
168— It shall be lawful for the Resident Magistrate, if 
it be made to appear to him that service of any summons, 
notice, or other process issued out of his Court at any 
stage of any proceedings therein cannot from any cause be 
promptly effected by any other means by which service 
may lawfully be effected, to order, if he shall think fit, 
such notice of such process to be given, in lieu of service 
therefor, as is hereinafter provided (that is to say):
(a) by advertisement in the Jamaica Gazette and in
some newspaper circulating within the island, 
or,
(b) by notice put up at such Court House or Court
Houses, or market place, or other place or 
places of public resort, as may be named in the 
order, and at the usual or last known place of 
abode within this island of the persons to be 
served, or,
(c) by copies of such process sent by registered post
to the usual or last known postal address 
within this island of the persons to be served, 
or,
(d) by copies of such process left with any agent or
servant within this island of the persons to be 
served.
Notice of the issuing of any process given under and 
in compliance with any order as aforesaid, shall be 
equivalent in all respects to service thereof on the party 
required to be served therewith.
AFFIDAVITS;
169—  Any affidavit to be used in a Resident Magis­
trate's Court may be sworn before a Resident Magistrate, 
or Clerk of any Resident M agistrate’s Court, or a Justice 
of the Peace.
MISCELLANEOUS BEFORE TRIAL.
170— Any Resident Magistrate when he shall see fit 
a may, in a civil case upon application on affidavit by either
party, and in a criminal case on the application of the
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Clerk of the Court conducting the prosecution, or upon 
the affidavit of the prosecutor or defendant, issue an order 
under his hand and the seal of the Court for the bringing 
up before such Court any prisoner or person confined in 
any gaol, prison, or place, under any sentence, order or 
judgment, or under commitment for trial, or otherwise, 
to be examined as a witness in any cause or matter depend­
ing, or to be enquired of, or determined in or before such 
Court; and the person required by any such order to be 
brought before such Court shall be so brought under the 
same care and custody, and be dealt with in like manner 
in all respects, as a prisoner required by any writ of habeas 
corpus awarded by the Supreme Court, or any Judge 
thereof, to be brought before the Resident M agistrate’s 
Court to be examined as a witness in any cause or matter 
depending before such Court is now by law authorized to 
be dealt with: Provided always, that the person having 
the custody of such prisoner or person shall not, in a civil 
case, or a criminal case in which Court fees are pay­
able under this Law, be bound to obey such order, unless 
a tender be made to him of a reasonable sum, to be fixed by 
the Resident M agistrate’s Court Rules, and in the absence 
of such rules, and so far as such rules may not extend, 
to be fixed by the Resident Magistrate, for the convey­
ance and maintenance of proper officers and of the prisoner 
in going to, remaining at and returning from such Resident 
Magistrate’s Court: In other criminal cases the Resi­
dent Magistrate shall have power to award such reasonable 
sum for the expenses aforesaid as he may think fit, which 
shall be defrayed from the Public Treasury.
171— In civil cases a Resident Magistrate shall have 
the like power as is now by law given to a Judge of the 
Supreme Court, to issue a commission for taking the 
examination upon oath de bene esse of any witness about 
to leave the Island, or who shall be ill, or from age or infirm­
ity shall be unable to travel to the said Resident M agistrate’s 
Court, or who shall be residing out of the island; and all 
rules of practice of the Supreme Court relative to appli­
cations for and the taking of such commissions shall apply 
to the Resident M agistrate’s Court; and the examination 
being returned to the said Resident Magistrate’s Court
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within’ such time as may be named on thatVbehalf in the 
commission, or such further time as the Court may direct, 
and there filed, shall and may be read and allowed as 
evidence, saving all just exceptions, on proof that the 
witness is, at the time of the hearing of the plaint, dead, 
or incapable of attending the said Resident M agistrate’s 
Court or still residing out of the island.
172—  If any Resident Magistrate shall be satisfied, by 
either party to a cause or proceeding of a civil nature pend­
ing in his Court, that such cause or proceeding can be more 
conveniently or fairly tried in some other Resident Magis­
trate’s Court, he shall order that the cause or proceeding 
be sent for hearing to such other Resident Magistrate’s 
Court, and thereupon such last-mentioned Court shall 
have jurisdiction in such case; or if the Resident Magis­
trate shall be interested in the matter of any such cause or 
proceeding as aforesaid he shall, unless the parties thereto 
consent to his trying the same, order that such cause or 
proceeding be sent for hearing to some convenient Resi­
dent Magistrate’s Court of which he is not the Judge; and 
in either case, the Clerk of the Court in which the cause or 
proceeding was commenced, shall forthwith transmit by 
post to the Clerk of the Court to which the same is to be 
sent, all the proceedings therein, either in original or by 
certified copy thereof, and a certified copy of the order 
directing the hearing by such other Resident Magistrate’s 
Court; and the Judge of such last mentioned Court shall 
appoint a day for the hearing, notice whereof shall be sent 
by post or otherwise to both parties by the Clerk of such 
Court.
173—  The Resident Magistrate may, in any case, civil 
or criminal, make orders for granting time to the plaintiff 
or defendant to proceed in the prosecution or defence 
thereof; and also may, from time to time, adjourn any Court, 
or the hearing, or further hearing of any such cause or matter 
in such manner as to the Resident Magistrate may seem 
right; and he may, in any action or suit where the plaintiff 
is not resident within this island, on application by the 
defendant, make an order staying all proceedings in such 
action or suit until the plaintiff shall give such security as
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to costs, as to such Resident Magistrate may seem fit:
Provided always, that the defendant at the time of making 
the application, shall have made an affidavit of merits.
174—  It shall be lawful for the Resident Magistrate, in change of 
any proceeding civil or criminal, to change the venue from p S  Wlthm 4 6 
one station to any other station in his parish, if he is satis­
fied that such change ought to be made. Such change may
be made subject to such conditions as to costs and other­
wise, as the Resident Magistrate may think fit.
175—  When in any civil proceeding costs shall become Power to stay 
payable by the plaintiff to the defendant, and before such m  mattS*for 
costs are paid, the plaintiff shall commence a second suit alfe^ dant™*
in respect of the same matter against the same defendant, 
it shall be lawful for the Resident Magistrate, if he thinks 
fit, to stay such second suit, until the costs of the first suit 
have been paid by the plaintiff to the defendant.
176—  Whenever any civil proceeding is brought in any Proceeding 
Resident M agistrate’s Court, which the Court has no no jurisdiction, 
jurisdiction to try, the Resident Magistrate shall, unless
the parties consent to the Court trying the same, order the 
cause to be struck out, and shall have power to award 
costs in the same manner, as if the Court had jurisdiction 
in the matter of such plaint, and the plaintiff had not 
appeared, or had appeared and failed to prove his demand.
1 7 7 —  When by this Law a party is required to give Cost and form of 
security, such security shall be at the cost of the party by tWsyLaw.aired 
giving it, and in the form of a bond with sureties to the
other party or intended party in the action or proceeding,
such sureties to be approved by the Clerk subject to a
reference to the Resident Magistrate at the instance of
either party: Provided, that the Court, in which any
action on the bond shall be brought, may, by rule or
order, give such relief to the obligors as may be just, and j j j g j *  relieve
such rule or order shall have the effect of a defeasance
of such bond; and when by this Law'for any law relating
to the Resident M agistrates’ Courts,fa party is required Deposit in iieu ef
to give security, he may, in lieu thereof, deposit in Court
a sum equal in amount to the sum for which he shall be
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required to give security, together with a memorandum, 
to be approved of by the Clerk of the said Court, and to 
be signed by such party or by his agent, setting forth the 
conditions on which such money is deposited; and the 
Clerk of the Court shall give a written acknowledgment 
of such deposit; and the Resident Magistrate may, on 
hearing the parties and their evidence, order such sum so 
deposited to be paid out to such party or parties, as to 
him shall seem entitled thereto.
178—  In all recognizances taken in or returnable to a 
Resident Magistrate’s Court, when any person shall make 
default therein, it shall be lawful for the Resident Magis­
trate to issue a warrant for recovery, by distress and sale 
of the goods and chattels of such person, of the penalty of 
such recognizance; and in default of payment or recovery 
of such penalty, the person so making default shall be liable 
to be imprisoned for a period not exceeding six months: 
Provided always, that it shall be lawful for the Resident 
Magistrate, on cause shewn, to remit the penalty in whole 
or in part.
179— Any person interested, or claiming to be interested, 
in any action brought under the Land jurisdiction of a 
Resident M agistrate’s Court, may, upon application to the 
Court for that purpose, be added or substituted as a 
defendant in such action, if the Court thinks fit.
MODE OF TRIAL—JURY.
180—  In actions of slander, libel, false imprisonment, 
malicious prosecution, seduction, negligence, or breach 
of promise of marriage, the plaintiff may, at the time of 
filing his plaint, or the defendant may within four days of 
the return day of the summons, or either party may by 
leave of the Resident Magistrate at any later period before 
the commencement of the hearing, apply to have the issues 
of fact tried by the Resident Magistrate with a jury, and 
thereupon the same shall be so tried.
181— All other actions, and, unless application is made 
and granted as aforesaid, the above-named actions, shall 
be tried and decided by the Resident Magistrate without 
a jury.
182— Whenever a jury is required for the trial of any Howt-jU[ydto b* 
issue in any civil proceeding, the jury shall be taken from 
the jury list and the jury shall consist of five jurors, and 
shall be selected in the following manner:—
The Clerk of the Court shall take by ballot the names Procedure 
of fourteen Jurors, who shall be summoned to attend ere °r 
on the day fixed for the trial of the cause.
On the day of trial the necessary number shall be taken Ballot, 
from these fourteen by ballot.
Each party shall have the right peremptorily to challenges, 
challenge three of the Jurors so taken, and both 
parties shall have the right to challenge any juror 
for good cause shown.
The verdict shall be that of the majority of the jury, verdict.
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183— Whenever a jury is required in a Resident Magis- ?“ro“ °ndE 
trate’s Court, the Clerk of the Court shall include the 
names of the fourteen jurors so by him taken by ballot as 
aforesaid in a writ of venire facias, to be issued to the 
Bailiff of his Court, and the said fourteen jurors shall 
be summoned by the Bailiff at least three days before the 
day of trial, by a summons or notice to be given to each 
juror, or to be left at his place of residence, and every 
juror so summoned who shall fail to attend, or who attend­
ing and being chosen of the jury shall refuse to be sworn, 
shall, for every such failure or refusal, pay a fine not 
exceeding five pounds.
184— If by challenge, or non-attendance, or otherwise Talesmen, 
the number of jurors shall be reduced below the number 
of five, the jury panel shall be made up by such talesman 
or talesmen as shall be selected by the Bailiff from the 
bystanders, or others attending the said Court, who, like 
other jurymen may be challenged for good cause shewn; 
and a jury so formed of jurors or of jurors and talesmen, 
as aforesaid, shall have the trial of the matter, and shall 
be sworn accordingly; and every talesman so selected, who 
shall refuse to be sworn, shall pay a fine not exceeding five 
pounds.
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185—  The Resident Magistrate shall have power to 
nonsuit the plaintiff in every case in which satisfactory 
proof shall not be given to him entitling either the plaintiff 
or defendant to the judgment of the Court.
186—  The Resident Magistrate may in any cause, with 
the consent of both parties to the action, order the same, 
with or without other matters within the jurisdiction of the 
Court in dispute between such parties, to be referred to 
arbitration to such person or persons, and in such manner 
and on such terms as he shall think reasonable and just; 
and such reference shall not be revocable by either party, 
except with the consent of the Resident Magistrate; and 
the award of the arbitrator or arbitrators or umpire, shall 
be entered as the judgment in the cause, and shall be as 
binding and effectual to all intents and purposes as if given 
by the Resident Magistrate: Provided, that the Resident 
Magistrate may, on application to him at the first Court 
held at the place where the order of reference was made, 
at the expiration of one week after the entry of such award, 
for sufficient cause shewn, set aside any such award so 
given as aforesaid,, or may, with the consent of both parties, 
revoke the reference, or order another reference to be made 
in the.manner aforesaid; and the said arbitrator, arbi­
trators, or umpire, is and are hereby empowered to ad­
minister an oath to all such witnesses as may appear or be 
called before him or them.
187—  On the hearing of any action, or in any other pro­
ceeding, civil or criminal, before a Resident Magistrate’s 
Court, all persons adduced as witnesses may be examined 
upon oath, or, in those cases in which persons are allowed 
by law to make affirmation instead of taking an oath, on 
solemn affirmation.
188—  On the day in that behalf named in the summons, 
the plaintiff shall appear, and thereupon the defendant 
shall be required to answer by stating shortly his defence 
to such plaint; and on answer being so made in Court, the 
Resident Magistrate shall proceed in a summary way to 
try the cause, and shall give judgment without further 
pleading, or formal joinder of issue.
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189 If upon the day of the return of any summons, or 
at any continuation or adjournment of the said Court, or 
of the cause for which the said summons shall have been 
issued, the plaintiff shall not appear, the cause shall be 
put down to the bottom of the list of causes for trial at 
that Court; and, if on its being reached, the plaintiff shall 
not appear, the cause shall be struck out; and if he shall 
appear but shall not make proof of his demand to the 
satisfaction of the Court, it shall be lawful for the 
Resident Magistrate to nonsuit the plaintiff, or to give 
judgment for the defendant, and in either case, where the 
defendant shall appear and shall not admit the demand 
to award to the defendant, by way of costs and 
satisfaction for his trouble and attendance, such sum 
as the Resident Magistrate in his discretion shall think 
fit: and such sum shall be recoverable from the plaintiff by 
such ways and means as any debt or damage ordered to 
be paid by the same Court can be recovered: Provided 
always, that if the plaintiff' shall not appear when 
called upon, and the defendant shall appear and admit the 
cause of action to the full amount claimed, and pay the fees 
payable in the first instance by the plaintiff, the Court, if 
it shall think fit, may proceed to give judgment as if the 
plaintiff had appeared: or, if the defendant shall not pay 
such fees as aforesaid, but shall admit the cause of action 
to the full amount claimed, or any part thereof, the Clerk 
shall take a note of such admission on the back of the 
summons, and at any time within twelve months thereafter 
on the application of the plaintiff to the Clerk, and on 
payment by the plaintiff of the necessary fees, the Clerk 
shall enter up a judgment for the plaintiff for the amount 
admitted and costs, and the judgment so entered shall 
have the same force and effect as a judgment of the Court.
190— If on the day so named in the summons, or at any 
continuation or adjournment of the Court or cause in 
which the summons was issued, the defendant shall not 
appear or sufficiently excuse his absence, or shall neglect 
to answer when called in Court, the Resident Magistrate, 
upon due proof of the service of the summons, may pro­
ceed to the hearing or trial of the cause on the part of the 
plaintiff only; and the judgment thereupon shall be as
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plaintiff fails to 
appear or to 
prove his case.
If the
defendant admit9 
the claim in 
plaintiff’s 
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defendant does 
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Proviso as to valid as if both parties had attended: Provided always, 
default judgment, that the Resident Magistrate in any such cause, at the 
same or any subsequent Court, may set aside any judg­
ment so given in the absence of the defendant, and the 
execution thereupon, and may grant a new trial of the 
. cause, upon such terms as to costs or otherwise as he may 
think fit, on sufficient cause shown to him for that purpose.
•
judgmentson 191— When a defendant appears at the hearing, and
admission. admits the claim, the Resident Magistrate may enter up 
judgment accordingly as a judgment of the Court.
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wh°may appear 19 2— it shall not be lawful for any person, except the
party to any party to a suit or other proceeding, or a member of his 
family, or his clerk or servant, or his master, or any officer 
or clerk of a company or corporation duly authorized 
under the seal of such company or corporation, or an 
admitted Solicitor, being the Solicitor generally in the 
action for such party, or a Barrister or Advocate retained 
by or on behalf of such party, to appear and act for such 
who may appear party in such suit or proceeding; but an appearance by anv
in cases in which . 9 „  ,  . ,  , ,  _ J
the crown and such persons shall be deemed to be an appearance of the 
officers Treblic party for whom he acts:— Provided always, that in any
parties. suit or proceeding in a Resident Magistrate’s Court, or in
any Court of Petty Sessions, to which the Crown, the 
Governor, the Colonial Secretary, the Attorney General, 
or the Collector General, is a party, any Government 
Officer may appear and act for the Crown, the Governor, 
the Colonial Secretary, the Attorney General, or the Col­
lector General, (as the case may be); and in any suit or 
proceeding to which the Director of Public Works shall be 
a party, any Officer of his Department may appear and 
act for him in like manner.
Faciiitiesifor 193— To facilitate and render inexpensive the pro-
and^ecorded* duction of evidence, an original deed which shews upon the
instruments. face of it that it was proved as by law required and re­
corded, or any original instrument duly recorded, and which 
is by law required to be recorded; shall be received as prima 
facie evidence in civil and criminal proceedings, without 
calling the attesting or any other witness.
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And any party desiring to give in evidence any un- p S h jg  admit 
recorded deed or instrument which shows upon the face of Effect thereof, 
it that it has been duly executed, may deliver to the opposite 
party, or post to his address for service not less than five 
days before the return day, a notice in writing specifying 
the date, nature and parties to such deed or instrument, 
and requiring the opposite party to admit that the same 
was executed as it purports to have been, saving all just 
exceptions to its admissibility, validity and contents, and 
if at or before the hearing of the action the party so notified 
shall neglect or refuse to give such admission, the Resident 
Magistrate may adjourn the hearing at any stage, in order 
to enable the party tendering such deed or instrument 
to obtain proof of the due execution of such deed or 
instrument, and upon production of such proof, the Resi­
dent Magistrate may order the costs of such proof to be 
paid by the party so neglecting or refusing, whether he 
be the successful party or not.
194—  The Resident Magistrate may at all times amend Power of
. . i amendment.
all defects and errors m any proceeding, civil or criminal, 
in his Court, whether there is anything in writing to amend 
by or not, and whether the defect or error be that of the 
party applying to amend or not; and all such amendments 
may be made, with or without costs, and upon such terms 
as to the Resident Magistrate may seem fit; and all such 
amendments as may be necessary for the purpose of de­
termining the real question in controversy between the 
parties shall be so made.
195— A defendant in an action may set up by way of jg g | jg g f 
counter-claim against the claim of the plaintiff, any right and set off.
or claim, whether such set off or counter-claim sounds 
in damages or not; and such set off or counter-claim 
shall have the same effect as a plaint in a cross action, so 
as to enable the Court to pronounce a final judgment in 
the same action, both on the original and on the counter­
claim. But the Court may, on the application of the 
plaintiff before trial, if in the opinion of the Court such 
set off or counter-claim cannot be conveniently disposed 
of in the pending action, or ought not to be allowed, refuse 
permission to the defendant to avail himself thereof.
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Provided always, that if the defendant’s counter-claim 
be in respect of a claim, as to amount, within the jurisdic­
tion of the Resident Magistrate’s Court, the Court shall, 
after deciding on the plaintiff’s claim, and on the defendant’s 
counter-claim, decide for which party final judgment shall 
be entered according to the excess found for such party.*^
Provided also, that if it shall appear that any such 
counter-claim be for an amount beyond the jurisdiction 
of the Resident Magistrate’s Court, the Resident Magis­
trate shall not have power to entertain such counter-claim, 
unless the defendant abandon the sum in excess "of the 
Resident Magistrate’s Court jurisdiction.
196—  Whenever a Resident Magistrate shall reserve 
judgment and shall cease, either temporarily or perma­
nently, to be the Resident Magistrate of the Court in which 
judgment is reserved, before he has delivered his judgment, 
it shall be lawful for him, at any time within two months 
after he so reserved judgment, to lodge with the Clerk of 
the Court his written judgment on the matter reserved, and 
such written judgment shall be read in Court by the Resi­
dent Magistrate of the Court at the first opportunity after 
it has so been lodged; and such judgment shall take effect 
in all respects in the same way that it would have taken 
effect if the Resident Magistrate who reserved judgment 
had continued to be the Resident Magistrate of the Court, 
and had delivered the judgment himself on the day that it 
was so read as aforesaid.
197—  Section 20 of 16 Victoria, chapter 15, shall apply 
to Resident Magistrates in the same way that it applies to 
other Judges and Justices therein mentioned.
198—  If any person shall wilfully insult the Resident 
Magistrate, or any officer of any Court under this Law, 
during his sitting or attendance in the Resident Magis­
trate’s Court, or shall wilfully interrupt the proceeding of 
the Court, or otherwise misbehave in Court, it shall be law­
ful for any member of the Jamaica Constabulary Force 
or Bailiff or Officer of the Court, with or without the 
assistance of any other person, by the order of the Resident 
Magistrate, to take the offender into custody and detain 
him till the rising of the Court; and such Resident Magis-
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trate shall be empowered, if he shall think fit, to impose 
upon any such offender a fine, not exceeding ten pounds, 
for every such offence, and in default of payment thereof, 
to commit the offender to prison for any time, not exceed­
ing one calendar month, unless the fine shall be sooner 
paid, and in case of a subsequent offence within six months, 
by a warrant under his hand, and sealed with the seal of 
the Court, to commit any such offender to prison for 
anytime, not exceeding one calendar month.
199—  Where jurisdiction is given to any Resident Magis- Power of r.m. 
trate’s Court to impose a fine, and no express provision payment of fines, 
is made as to the mode of enforcing payment of the same 
payment may be enforced by the Resident Magistrate
ordering that in default of payment forthwith of such fine 
the person on whom such fine is imposed shall suffer im­
prisonment, with or without hard labour, for any period 
not exceeding six months.
200— Any legacy or sum of money to which any person Sums of^ money 
who is an infant, a lunatic, or absent from the island, may due to an infant, 
be found or declared entitled by any Resident Magistrate’s ^ n T ^ t o  be 
Court in any suit or matter, may be ordered by the Court j ^ £ erth0ef the 
to be paid to the Treasurer of this island, to be by him island, 
invested or to remain with the Treasurer without interest,
as the Court may direct; and the person ordered to pay the 
same shall, within such time as the Court shall direct, pro­
duce to the Clerk of such Resident Magistrate’s Court the 
certificate of the Treasurer of the payment of such money.
And the Treasurer shall receive the moneys so ordered 
to be paid, and subject to any order or decree of the 
Supreme Court, shall deal with the same as the Resident 
Magistrate shall direct, and subject as aforesaid, shall 
afterwards pay out or transfer the same, and any dividends 
or interest thereon, (or any part thereof), to such person as 
the Resident Magistrate of the Court shall from time to 
time direct.
201—  If, during the progress of any suit or matter within |j|g V  
the Equitable Jurisdiction of the Court, it shall be made to
appear to the Resident Magistrate that the subject matter When it appears 
exceeds the limit, in point of amount, to which the juris- ^sa^ seS nof 
diction of the Resident Magistrates’ Courts is limited, it |||||||||
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shall not affect the validity of any order or decree already 
made, but it shall be the duty of the Resident Magistrate 
to direct the said suit or matter to be transferred to the 
Supreme Court and thereupon the said suit or matter 
shall proceed in the said Supreme Court, and the said 
Court shall have power to regulate the whole of the 
procedure in the said suit or matter when so transferred : 
Provided always, that it shall be lawful for any party to 
apply to a Judge of the Supreme Court, at Chambers, for 
an order authorising and directing the suit or matter to be 
carried on and prosecuted in the Resident Magistrate’s 
Court, notwithstanding such excess in the amount of the 
limit to which jurisdiction in the matter is hereby given to 
the Resident Magistrate’s Court; and a Judge of the 
Supreme Court, if he shall deem it right, may summon the 
other parties or any of them to appear before him, and 
after hearing such parties, or in default of the appearance 
of all or any of them, shall have full power to make such 
order.
r.m. may 202— If during the progress of a suit or matter, it shall
be made to appear to the Resident Magistrate that the 
court. same could be more conveniently prosecuted in some other
Resident Magistrate’s Court, it shall be competent for the 
Resident Magistrate to transfer the same to such other 
Resident Magistrate’s Court, and thereupon the suit or 
matter shall proceed in such other Resident Magistrate’s 
Court.
Provisions as to 203— In order to further the concurrent administration
it o S S n o f  of Law and Equity in civil causes and matters in the 
p | | l Resident Magistrates’ Courts, the following provisions 
shall apply :—
(1) If a defendant claims to be entitled to any equit­
able estate or right, or to relief upon any equit­
able ground against any deed, instrument, or 
contract, or against any right, title, or claim 
asserted by a plaintiff in such cause or matter, 
or alleges any ground of equitable defence to 
any claim of a plaintiff, to give effect to which 
equitable estate, right, or ground of relief, 
would be within the jurisdiction of a Resident
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Magistrate’s Court, if the defendant claiming 
to be entitled to the same were claiming the 
same as plaintiff in a suit instituted for that 
purpose, the Resident Magistrate shall give to 
every equitable estate, right, or ground of relief 
so claimed, and to every equitable defence so 
alleged the same effect, by way of defence 
against the claim of the plaintiff or petitioner, 
as he ought to give in case the defendant claimed 
the same as plaintiff in a suit instituted for that 
purpose.
(2) Every Resident Magistrate shall also have power to 
grant to a defendant, in respect of any equit­
able estate or right, or other matter of equity, 
and also in respect of any legal estate, right or 
title claimed or asserted by him, all such relief 
against any plaintiff as any Resident Magis­
trate might have granted in any suit instituted 
for that purpose, by the same defendant against 
the same plaintiff.
(3) Every Resident Magistrate shall take notice of all
equitable estates, titles and rights, and all 
equitable duties and liabilities, appearing in­
cidentally in the course of any proceeding, in the 
same way as the Court of Chancery would have 
done in any proceeding instituted therein before 
the passing of the Judicature Law, 1879.
(4) In any proceeding in a Resident Magistrate’s
Court, every matter of equity on which an in­
junction against the prosecution of such pro­
ceeding might have been obtained in the Court 
of Chancery before the passing of the Judicature 
Law, 1879 either unconditionally or on any terms 
or conditions, may be relied on by way of 
defence thereto.
(5) Every Resident Magistrate, in the exercise and
within the limits of the jurisdiction vested in 
his Court by this Law, in every cause or matter 
pending before him, shall grant, either abso­
lutely, or on such reasonable terms and condi­
tions as to him seem just, all such remedies as
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any of the parties thereto appear to be entitled 
to in respect of any legal or equitable claim pro­
perly brought forward by them respectively in 
such cause or matter, so that, as far as possible, 
all matters so in controversy between the said 
parties respectively, may be completely and 
finally determined and multiplicity of proceed­
ings avoided.
(6) Every Resident Magistrate shall, as regards all
causes of action within his jurisdiction for the 
time being, have power to grant, and shall grant 
in any proceeding in a Resident Magistrate’s 
Court, such relief, redress, or remedy, or com­
bination of remedies,-either absolute or condi­
tional, and shall in every such proceeding give 
such and the like effect to every ground of 
defence or counter-claim, equitable or legal (sub­
ject to the provision next hereinafter contained,) 
in as full and ample a manner as might and 
ought to be done in the like case by the Supreme 
Court of Judicature of Jamaica.
(7) Where in any proceeding before any such Resident
Magistrate any defence or counter-claim of the 
defendant involves matter beyond the jurisdic­
tion of the Court, such defence or counter-claim 
shall not affect the competence or the duty of 
the Court to dispose of the whole matter in 
controversy so far as relates to the demand of 
the plaintiff and the defence thereto, but no 
relief exceeding that which the Resident Magis­
trate has jurisdiction to administer shall be 
given to the defendant upon any such counter­
claim: Provided always, that in such case it 
shall be lawful for the Supreme Court of Judi­
cature of Jamaica, or any Judge thereof, if it 
shall be thought fit, on the application of any 
party to the proceeding, to order that the whole 
proceeding be transferred from such Resident 
Magistrate’s Court to the said Supreme Court; 
and in such case the record in such proceedings 
shall be transmitted by the Clerk of the Court,
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or other proper officer of the Resident Magis­
trate’s Court to the said Supreme Court and the 
same shall thenceforth be continued and pro­
secuted in the said Supreme Court as if it had 
been originally commenced therein.
204—With respect to the law to be adminstered by the 
Resident Magistrate’s Court, the following provisions shall tion of uw in
. special cases.
apply, that is to say:—
(1 ) In the administration by the Court of the assets of
any person deceased whose estate may prove to 
be insufficient for the payment in full of his debts ,
and liabilities, the same rules shall prevail and 
be observed as to the respective rights of secured 
and unsecured creditors, and as to debts and 
liabilities provable, and as to the valuation of 
annuities and future and contingent liabilities 
respectively, as may be in force for the time 
being under the Law of Bankruptcy, with re­
spect to the estates of persons adjudged bankrupt; 
and all persons who in any such case would be 
entitled to prove for and receive dividends out of 
the estate of any such deceased person, may come 
in under the judgment for the administration of 
sueh estate, and make such claims against the 
same as they may respectively be entitled to by 
virtue of this Law.
(2) N o plnim of a cestuique trust against his trustee
for any property held on an express trust, or in 
respect of any breach of any such trust, shall be 
held to be barred by any statute of limitation.
(3 ) An estate for life without impeachment of waste
shall not confer, or be deemed to have conferred 
upon the tenant for life, any legal right to com­
m it waste o f the description known as equitable 
waste, unless an intention to confer such right 
expressly appears by the instrument creating
sueh estate.
(4) There shall not, after the commencement ot this
Law, be any merger by operation of law only of 
any estate, the beneficial interest in which
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would not have been deemed to be merged or 
extinguished in equity before the passing of the 
Judicature Law, 1879.
(5) A mortgagor, entitled for the time being to the
possession or receipt of the rents and profits of 
any land as to which no notice of his intention 
to take possession, or to enter into the receipt 
of the rents and profits thereof has been given by 
the mortgagee, may sue for such possession, or 
for the recovery of such rents or profits, or to 
prevent or recover damages in respect of any 
trespass or other wrong relative thereto, in his 
own name only, unless the cause of action arises 
upon a lease or other contract made by him 
jointly with any other person.
(6) Any absolute assignment, by writing under the
hand of the assignor, (not purporting to be by 
way of charge only) of any debt or other legal 
thing in action of which express notice in writ­
ing has been given to the debtor, trustee, or 
other person from whom the assignor would 
have been entitled to receive or claim such 
debt or thing in action, shall be and be deemed 
to have been effectual in law (subject to all 
equities which would have been entitled to 
priority over the right of the assignee if the 
Judicature Law, 1879 had not passed) to pass 
and transfer the legal right to such debt or thing 
in action from the date of such notice, and all 
legal and other remedies for the same, and the 
power to give a good discharge for the same, 
without the concurrence of the assignor: 
Provided always, that if the debtor, trustee, or 
other person liable in respect of such debt or 
thing in action, has had notice that such assign­
ment is disputed by the assignor or any one 
claiming under him, or of any opposing or con­
flicting claims to such debt or thing in action, he 
shall be entitled, if he thinks fit, to call upon 
the several persons making claim thereto to 
interplead concerning the same, or he may, if he
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thinks fit pay the same into Court under and in 
conform ity with the provisions of the Acts for 
the relief of trustees.
(7) Stipulations in contracts, as to time or otherwise,
which would not before the commencement of 
the Judicature Law, 1879, have been deemed 
to be or to have become of the essence of such 
contracts in a Court of Equity, shall receive in 
any Resident M agistrate’s Court the same con­
struction and effect as they would have received 
in equity before the passing of the said Law.
(8) In questions relating to the custody and education
of infants, the rules of equity shall prevail.
(9) Generally, in all matters not hereinbefore parti­
cularly mentioned, in which there is any con­
flict or variance between the rules of equity 
and the rules of common law, with reference 
to the same matter, the rules of equity shall 
prevail.
205—  The Judge of a Resident M agistrate’s Court shall, 
in every civil proceeding, have power to set aside any ver­
dict or judgment, and order a new trial, upon such terms 
as he shall think reasonable.
COSTS.
206—  N o person, not being an admitted Solicitor, shall 
be entitled to have or recover any sum of money for appear­
ing or acting on behalf of any other person in a Resident 
Magistrate’s Court; and no admitted Solicitor shall be 
entitled to have or recover any sum for appearing on be­
half of any person in a Resident M agistrate’s Court, 
beyond the amount allowed by  the laws applicable to 
such Courts.
207—  In all cases in which any party recovers any judg­
ment against any other, such party shall have judgment 
for the court fees properly payable under this law in
order to obtain such judgment.
Where in any proceeding in a Resident M agistrate’s 
Court, a Solicitor has been employed, or other costs or 
charges have been incurred, then, in the absence of
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express provision to the contrary, the awarding of such costs 
and charges shall be in the discretion of the Resident 
Magistrate, who may by his judgment award them to the 
successful party; and where the Resident Magistrate shall 
award to any party the costs of employing a Solicitor, such 
costs shall, according to the nature of the proceeding, be 
calculated according to the scale set forth in the tariff of 
fees payable under this Law : Provided that in any cause, 
matter or proceeding in which no charge for a Solicitor’s 
work is fixed by this Law, or the rules or tariff of fees, for 
any item of work actually performed, the same shall be 
chargeable and allowed for on the following basis: In 
matters not exceeding twenty pounds, one-fourth the rate 
allowed in the Supreme Court, and in matters exceeding 
twenty pounds, one-half the like rate:
Provided also that in any cause or matter, the hearing 
of which shall not have been concluded on the first day, 
it shall be lawful for the Resident Magistrate, by special 
direction, to allow to the successful party further Solicitor’s 
fees over and above the fees prescribed by the tariff of 
fees for each day, or part of a day during which the hear­
ing lasts, the amount of such further allowance to be 
fixed by the Resident Magistrate:
Provided also that no such costs shall in any case be 
allowed on taxation, unless it shall appear that the work 
in respect of which such costs are charged, has been actually 
done and performed, and that it was reasonably necessary 
and proper for the party to employ a Solicitor to do such 
work, or when costs are taxed between Solicitor and client, 
that it was done at the request, express or implied, of the 
client:
Provided also that nothing herein contained shall deprive 
a trustee, mortgagee, or other person, of any right to costs 
out of a particular estate or fund, to which he would be 
entitled by law or according to the rules in force in the 
Supreme Court.
208— (1) In cases tried in any Resident Magistrate’s Court, 
the amount of all costs and charges awarded between party 
and party, other than the costs of referees under section 
106 shall either be determined by the Resident Magistrate
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on his giving judgment for the same, or shall be referred 
by him for determination; the costs above excepted shall, if 
awarded by the Resident Magistrate, be taxed by the Clerk 
of the Court in which such costs were incurred; but his 
taxation shall be subject to review by the Resident 
Magistrate.
No bill of costs shall constitute an enforceable demand 
by a Solicitor against his client, unless the same shall have 
been duly taxed.
(2) All costs and charges between Solicitor and client 
in or connected with any proceedings in a Resident 
Magistrate’s Court shall on the application either of the 
Solicitor or client, but not otherwise, be taxed by the 
Clerk of the Court in which the proceedings were taken 
in or in connection with which such costs and charges 
were incurred, but his taxation may be reviewed by the 
Resident M agistrate on the application of either party, 
and no cost or charges shall be allowed on such 
taxation which are not sanctioned by the rules or law 
then in force, unless the Clerk shall be satisfied that the 
client has agreed in writing to pay them, in which case 
they may be allowed, and no Solicitor shall have a right 
to recover from  his client any such costs or charges 
unless they shall have been allowed on taxation.
209—  In all civil .suits or proceedings in a Resident 
Magistrate’s Court to which the Crown shall be a party, 
it shall be lawful for the Resident Magistrate of such Court 
to award costs to or against the Crown, as in the case of 
suits between private parties.
210—  Where by the judgment of any Resident Magis­
trate’s Court costs or charges have been awarded to any 
party, the amount of such costs or charges, when duly 
ascertained under the provisions of this Law, shall 
be a judgment debt enforceable in the same way as any 
other judgment for a sum of money.
JUDGM ENTS.
211— When judgment is given in a Resident Magistrate’s 
Court for the payment of any sum, the judgment shall be
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that such sum be paid forthwith, and all moneys so 
adjudged to be paid, when the same shall be paid into 
Court, shall be entered by the Clerk as satisfaction pro 
tanto of the judgment.
212—  If there shall be cross judgments between the 
parties, execution shall be taken out by that party only 
who shall have obtained judgment for the larger sum, and 
for so much only as shall remain after deducting the smaller 
sum, and satisfaction for the remainder shall be entered 
as well as satisfaction on the judgment for the smaller 
sum; and if both sums shall be equal, satisfaction shall be 
entered upon both judgments.
213— The plaintiff in any judgment in any Resident 
Magistrate’s Court, or the executor, administrator, assignee, 
or Solicitor of such plaintiff, upon receiving full satisfaction 
and payment of all such sums of money as are due to 
such plaintiff on such judgment, shall, within three 
months after receiving satisfaction on any such judgment, 
and after request in writing made by such defendant, or 
his Solicitor or agent, give in writing, under his hand, 
sufficient authority to the Clerk of the Court in which such 
judgment may have been obtained, to enter satisfaction 
on the margin of the record of such judgment, under the 
penalty of thirty pounds to the party injured, to be 
recovered by action of debt.
214— Every judgment of a Resident Magistrate’s Court, 
(including any judgment which may have been given 
before the passing of this Law, and which shall not at the 
time of the passing of this Law have been fully paid or 
satisfied), shall bear interest at the rate of six pounds per 
centum per annum to be computed on what shall for the 
time being be due on such judgment, from the day of the 
date of such judgment until payment. And such interest 
shall be deemed to be incorporated with the principal money 
due on such judgment, and execution may issue thereon 
accordingly.
215— All judgments obtained upon plaints in any 
Resident Magistrate’s Court may be assigned in the 
following form, or in a form to the like effect:—
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Be it remembered that on the day of
19 I, A.B.
of , have assigned unto E.F.
of , his executors, administrators and assigns, a
judgment obtained in the Resident Magistrate’s Court of
the parish of on the
day of 19 by me the said A.B.
against C.D. of for the
sum of £  and that there is now due thereon
the sum of £ for principal money, the sum of
£ for interest, and £ for
costs, and I have received the sum of £ in full
consideration thereof.
A. B.
216— The Clerk of the Resident Magistrate’s Court 
shall keep a book in which all assignments of such judg­
ments shall be entered; and he shall also enter in the margin 
of the record of the judgment so assigned, a memorandum, 
showing the party to whom such judgment has been as­
signed and the date thereof; and process of execution shall 
not afterwards issue upon the said judgment, except on 
the order of such assignee, his representative or Solicitor.
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EXECUTION.
217— Whenever the Court shall have made an order for 
the payment of money the amount shall be recoverable, 
in case of default or failure of payment thereof forthwith 
by execution against the goods and chattels of the party 
against whom such order shall be made; and the Clerk of 
the Court at the request of the party prosecuting the order, 
shall, after the expiration of seven days from the making 
of such order, or sooner if the Resident Magistrate shall 
so direct, issue under the seal of the Court, a writ of fieri 
facias as a warrant of execution to the Bailiff of the Court, 
who by such warrant shall be empowered to levy, or cause 
to be levied, by distress and sale of the goods and chattels 
of such party, such sum of money as shall be so ordered, 
wheresoever they may be found, and also the costs of the 
execution.
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Process if 218—If default be made in making any payment ordered
payment'of6 m to be made under section 200 in accordance with the terms 
mde7serMonC200 of such order, it shall be lawful for the Court to order a 
t° p»w into warrant of execution to issue to the Bailiff of the Court, 
rebury. ^  warrant shall be empowered to levy or cause
to be levied, by distress and sale of goods and chattels of 
the person making default, ' a sum of money equal in 
amount to the sum which was ordered to be paid to the 
Treasurer, and to the costs incurred by reason of such 
default; and the sum so levied shall be paid to and be 
receivable by the said Treasurer, and shall be held and 
applied by him in all respects as if the same had been paid 
into the Treasury by the person ordered to pay the same.
Process for 
enforcing 
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under the 
Equitable 
Jurisdiction 
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219—For the due execution of any judgment or order 
made under the Equitable Jurisdiction conferred by this 
Law, or of the Resident Magistrate’s Court Rules now or 
hereafter to be in force, the Resident Magistrate shall 
have power to order, and the Clerk, upon such order, shall 
have authority to seal and issue, and the Bailiff to execute, 
any writ or warrant of possession, writ or warrant of exe­
cution, or other process of execution for carrying into 
effect any such judgment or order; and such writs, war­
rants and processes, shall be in the form, and executed at 
the time and in the manner provided by the Resident 
Magistrate’s Court Rules now in force, or hereafter to be 
in force, and subject to such rules, and so far as such 
rules may not extend, as provided by the Resident 
Magistrate.
Particulars to be 220— In and upon every warrant of execution issued
wanantofand°n against the goods and chattels of any person whomsoever, 
execution. the Clerk of the Court shall cause to be inserted or endorsed 
the sum of money and costs adjudged, with the sums 
on payment of allowed by this Law as increased costs and Bailiff’s fees 
undwTamntbor for the execution of such warrant; and if the party against 
any other agreed whom such execution shall be issued shall, before an actual 
be'discharged. sale of the goods and chattels, pay or cause to be paid into 
the Court out of which such warrant of execution has 
issued, or shall pay or tender or cause to be paid or tendered 
to the Bailiff holding the warrant of execution, such sum 
of money and costs as aforesaid, or such part thereof as the
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person entitled thereto shall agree to accept in full of his 
debt or damages and costs, together with the fees by this 
or any other Law directed to be paid, the execution shall 
be superseded, and the goods and chattels of the said 
person shall be discharged and set at liberty.
221 The precise time when any application shall be Duty of cierkon 
made to the Clerk of the Court to issue a warrant against the to
goods of a party, shall be entered by him in the Execution issue warrant- 
Book and on the warrant; and when more than one such 
warrant shall be delivered to the Bailiff to be executed, he 
shall execute them in the order of the t.me so entered.
222— Every Ba’liff or officer executing any process of what may be 
execution issuing out of a Resident Magistrate’s Court execution, 
against the goods and chattels of any person m ay, by virtue
thereof, seize and take any of the goods and chattels of 
such person, (except the wearing apparel, bed and bedding, 
of such person or of his family, and the tools and implements 
of his trade to the value of five pounds, which shall to that 
extent be protected from such seizure), and may also seize 
and take any money or bank notes, and any cheques, bills 
of exchange, promissory notes, bonds, specialties or secu­
rities for money, belonging to any such person against 
whom any such execution shall have issued as aforesaid.
223— N o goods which shall be taken in execution as afore- The sale and 
said, shall be sold until after the end of five days at least take°ndfn°f B°oda 
next following the day on which such goods shall have been executl01u
so taken, or until after such notice shall have been given 
of the time and place of the sale, as may be required by the 
Resident Magistrate’s Court Rules now in force, or here­
after to be in force, unless such goods be of a perishable 
nature; and until such sale, the goods shall be deposited 
by the Bailiff in some fit place, or they may remain in the 
custody of a fit person, approved by the Bailiff, to be put 
in possession by the Bailiff; and it shall be iawful for the 
Bailiff to act as a broker or appraiser for the purpose of 
valuing and selling any goods, chattels, or effects taken in 
execution under this Law without paying license duty as 
an Auctioneer.
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224— The Bailiff shall hold any cheques, bills of exchange, 
promissory notes, bonds, specialities, or other securities 
for money, which shall have been so seized or taken as 
aforesaid, as a security or securities for the amount directed 
to be levied by such execution, or so much thereof as shall 
not have been otherwise levied or raised for the benefit 
of the plaintiff; and the plaintiff may sue in the name of the 
defendant, or in the name of any person in whose name the 
defendant might have sued, for the recovery of the sum or 
sums secured or made payable thereby, when the time of 
payment thereof shall arrive.
225—  If the Resident Magistrate of any Court shall be 
satisfied that a person against whom judgment has been 
obtained in the Court, has not sufficient goods and chattels 
which can conveniently be taken to satisfy such judgment, 
he may, if he shall think fit, on application of the judgment 
creditor, make an order for the sale of the estate or interest 
of the judgment debtor in any lands in any parish, at such 
time and place, and subject to such conditions as the Court 
shall think fit, Provided always, that no such order shall 
be made where the land to be affected thereby exceeds the 
value of two hundred pounds.
The Court may direct all such enquiries to be made as 
may be necessary for the proper carrying out of such order.
If it appears on such enquiries that any person, other than 
the judgment creditor, is entitled to any charge on the 
land, every such person shall be served with notice of the 
order, and shall be bound thereby, and may attend the 
proceedings under the order, and have the benefit thereof; 
and the proceeds of the sale shall, after payment out of 
the same of all costs and charges attending the sale, the 
order for sale and the enquiries aforesaid, be distributed 
among the persons found entitled thereto according to their 
respective priorities.
When any land shall be ordered to be sold by the Resi­
dent Magistrate, it shall be lawful for him to give all 
necessary and proper directions for carrying out such order, 
and, if he shall see fit, to order the Bailiff to sell such land 
on such terms as to remuneration as are set forth in the
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tariff of fees payable under this Law; and it shall be 
lawful for the Bailiff to conduct any such sale without 
paying license duty as an Auctioneer.
Land for the purposes of this section includes all corporeal 
hereditaments, or any legal or equitable interest therein.
The judgment debtor may appeal to the Supreme 
Court from an order for the sale of his estate or interest 
in any lands subject to the provisions of section 255.
226— All sales of land made under and by virtue of the 
Equitable Jurisdiction of the Court, as well as in execution 
of orders under the preceding section, shall be conducted 
according to such orders as the Court may make; all such 
sales shall be made by public auction: Provided, that it 
shall be competent for the Court to authorize the sale to be 
made in such other manner as it may deem advisable.
After the sale of any lands, tenements or hereditaments, 
the Court shall grant a certificate to the person who may 
have been declared the purchaser at such sale, to the effect 
that he has purchased the right, title and interest of 
the judgment debtor in the property sold; and such 
certificate shall not as against a purchaser be invalidated 
on the ground of want of jurisdiction, or of want of any 
concurrence, consent, notice or service, whether the 
purchaser had notice of any such want or not.
The certificate shall be liable to the same stamp duty 
as a conveyance or assignment of the same property, 
and when duly stamped as aforesaid, shall be taken and 
deemed to be a valid transfer of such right, title and 
interest, and may be recorded in the same manner as 
any deed of conveyance or assignment.
227—  It shall be lawful for any party who holds any 
unsatisfied judgment or order in any Resident Magis­
trate’s Court for the payment of any debt or damages, 
or costs, to obtain a summons from any Resident Magis­
trate’s Court within the limits of which the other party' 
shall then dwell or carry on his business or from the Resi­
dent Magistrate of the Court in which the judgment was 
obtained, although the judgment debtor sfiall not then 
dwell or carry on his business within the parish of such 
Court; and such sumihons shall be in the form or to the
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effect in Schedule D . to this Law annexed, and shall be 
served personally upon the person to w hom it is directed, 
requiring him to ,appear at such time as shall be directed 
by the said rules, to answer such things as are named in 
such summons; and if he shall appear in pursuance of such 
summons, he mayj be  ^ examined upon oath touching his 
estate and effects, and the manner and circumstances 
under which he contracted the debt, or incurred the damages 
or liability which is the subject of the action in which 
judgment has been obtained against him, and as to the 
means and expectations he then had, and as to the pro­
perty and means he still hath, of discharging the said debt 
or damages, or liability, and as to the disposal he may have 
made of any property; and the person obtaining such 
summons as aforesaid, and all other witnesses whom the 
Resident Magistrate shall think requisite, may be examined 
upon oath or affirmation touching the enquiries authorised 
to be made as aforesaid; and the cost of such summons, 
and all proceedings thereon, shall be deemed costs in the 
cause.
228— If the party so summoned shall not attend as 
required by such summons, and shall not allege a sufficient 
excuse for not attending; or shall, if attending, refuse to be 
sworn or to disclose any of the things aforesaid, or if he 
shall not make answer touching the same to the satisfac­
tion of the Resident Magistrate; or if it shall appear to 
such Resident Magistrate, either by examination of the 
party or by any other evidence, that such party, if a 
defendant, in incurring the debt or liability which is the 
subject of the action in which judgment has been obtained, 
has obtained credit from the plaintiff under false pretences, 
or by means of fraud, or breach of trust, or has wilfully 
contracted such debt or liability without having had at 
the time a reasonable expectation of being able to pay or 
discharge the same, or having obtained money, goods, or 
other property from the plaintiff for a specific object, has 
either misapplied, or failed to return the same, or failed 
to render a just and true account thereof and verify such 
account, or shall have made or caused to be made any 
gift, delivery, or transfer of any property, with intent to 
defraud his creditors or any of them; or shall have
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charged, removed, or concealed the same, with intent to 
defraud his creditors or any of them, or if it shall appear 
to the satisfaction of the Resident Magistrate that the 
party so summoned has then, or had since the judgment 
obtained against him, sufficient means and ability to pay 
the debt, or damages, or costs so recovered against him, 
in whole or part, and if he has refused or neglected and 
refuses or neglects to pay the same to the extent of such 
means and ability,—it shall be lawful for such Resident 
Magistrate to order that any such party may be com­
mitted to any prison, for any period not exceeding sixty 
days, unless the debt, damages and costs, shall be sooner 
paid.
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229—It shall be lawful for any person in suing another 
in the Resident Magistrate’s Court, to lodge with the 
plaint a notice to the defendant that, on obtaining judg­
ment against him, the plaintiff will apply to the Resident 
Magistrate to commit the defendant to prison for a period 
not exceeding sixty days, unless the debt, damages and 
costs shall be sooner paid, on the ground that the defendant 
in incurring the liability, the- subject of the plaint,
(a) has obtained credit from the plaintiff under false 
pretences, or by means of fraud or breach of trust; 
or
(b) has wilfully contracted such debt or liability 
without having had a reasonable expectation of 
being able to pay or discharge the same; or
(c) having obtained money, goods, or other property 
from the plaintiff for a specific object, has either 
misapplied or failed to return the same, or failed 
to render a true and just account thereof and to 
verify such account, and the summons shall con­
tain a notice to the defendant that the plaintiff 
will make such application as aforesaid; and if the 
defendant shall have been personally served with 
the said summons, containing such notice, or shall 
personally appear at the trial of the same, and 
judgment shall be given for the plaintiff, the 
Resident Magistrate, immediately after giving 
such judgment, shall proceed to deal with the 
case in all respects, so far as relates to the specific
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matters mentioned in the notice aforesaid, as if 
the defendant were before him on a summons issued 
under the provisions of section 227 of this Law.
230—  Whenever any order of commitment shall have 
been made under Law 26 of 1871, or under the provisions 
of this Law, the Clerk of the Court shall issue under the 
seal of the Court, a warrant of commitment directed to the 
Bailiff of any Resident Magistrate’s Court, who, by such 
warrant, shall be empowered to take the body of the 
person against whom such order shall be made; and all 
Constables and other Peace Officers within their several 
jurisdictions shall aid in the execution of every such 
warrant, and the gaoler or keeper of every gaol or prison 
mentioned in any such order, shall be bound to receive 
and keep therein the person against whom such order of 
commitment shall have been made, until he shall be 
discharged under the provisions of the said Law, or 
otherwise by due course of law.
231— Writs of execution and other writs, and all legal 
process, which the provisions of any law require to be 
sent for execution by the Clerk or Registrar of the Court 
issuing the same, to the Clerk of the District Court for the 
District, within which the subject of the writ or process 
might then be, and to be directed to the Bailiff of such 
Court, shall be sent to the Clerk of the Court of the parish 
within which the subject of the writ or process may be, 
and shall be directed to the Bailiff of the Resident 
Magistrate’s Court for such parish.
232— Every warrant of commitment shall, on whatever 
day it may be issued, bear date on the day on which the 
order for commitment was made, ajnd shall continue in 
force for one year from such date and no longer; but no 
order for commitment shall be drawn up or served.
233— No imprisonment under Law 26 of 1871, or this 
Law, shall in anywise operate as a satisfaction or extin­
guishment of the debt, or other cause of action on which a 
judgment has been obtained, or protect the defendant 
from being again summoned and imprisoned for any new 
fraud, or other default rendering him liable to be imprisoned
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under the said Law, or this Law, or deprive the plaintiff 
of any right to take out execution against the goods and 
chattels of the defendant, in the same manner as if such 
imprisonment had not taken place.
234— In all cases where a warrant of execution shall have 
issued against the goods and chattels of any person, or an 
order for h:s commitment shall have been made, and such 
person, or his goods and chattels, shall be out of the juris­
diction of the Court, it shall be lawful for the Bailiff of the 
Court to send such warrant of execution or of commitment 
to the Clerk of any Court, within the jurisdiction of which 
such party or his goods and chattels shall then be, or be 
believed to be, with a warrant thereto annexed, under the 
hand of the Bailiff and seal of the Court from which the 
or'ginal warrant issued, requiring execution of the same, 
and the Clerk of the Court to which the same shall be sent 
shall seal and stamp the same with the seal of his Court, 
and shall re-issue the said warrant or order to the Bailiff 
of such Court, and thereupon such Bailiff shall be autho­
rized and required to act in the execution of the said war­
rant or order, within the jurisdiction of the Court to which 
the same shall have been so sent, in the same manner, with 
the same powers, and subject to the same rules, as if the 
parish to which the warrant or order shall have been sent, 
were within the limits of the Court which originally issued 
the warrant or order; and in case the Bailiff shall receive 
any money by virtue of such warrant or order, he shall 
forthwith, or within such time as may be specified in the 
Resident Magistrate’s Court Rules, pay over all such 
moneys into the Court of which he is the Bailiff, retaining 
the fees for execution of the process, and shall therewith 
make a return containing such particulars relating to the 
same and to the said fees, as may be prescribed by the 
Resident Magistrate’s Court Rules and the said Clerk 
of the Court shall transmit such return to the Clerk of 
the Court from which the process issued, in such way as 
may be prescribed by the said rules; and, where any order 
of commitment shall have been made and the person appre­
hended, he shall be forthwith conveyed in custody of the 
Bailiff or Officer apprehending him to the nearest gaol or 
prison, and kept therein for the time mentioned in the
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warrant of commitment, unless sooner discharged under 
the provisions of Law 26 of 1871, or this Law; and all 
Constables and other Peace Officers shall aid and assist, 
within their respective parishes, in the execution of such 
warrant.
E x e c u t io n  b y  A t t a c h m e n t  o f  D e b t s  a n d  
Ot h e r  P r o p e r t y .
235— Where the judgment debtor is beneficially in­
terested in any moneys, securities for money, goods, chat­
tels, or other property whatsoever, other than lands, and 
tenements or any interest therein, in the custody or under 
the control of any other person within this island, or where 
such other person (hereafter called the garnishee) is indebted 
to the judgment debtor, the Clerk of the Court shall, 
on the filing of an affidavit to that effect, and the lodging 
by the judgment creditor of a plaint alleging the matters 
aforesaid, issue a summons (to be termed a summons of 
attachment) which shall be entitled in the action, and 
which from the time of service on the garnishee, shall 
bind the property of the judgment debtor in the hands 
of such garnishee, as hereinafter mentioned, in satisfac­
tion of the judgment.
236—  From the time of the service upon the garnishee 
of a summons of attachment, all property whatsoever 
within this island, other than lands and tenements or any 
interest therein, to which the judgment debtor is bene­
ficially entitled whether solely or jointly with others, and 
which at the time of the service of the summons, or at any 
time before the same is dissolved, is, or shall be in the 
custody or under the control of the garnishee, and all 
debts due or accruing due by the garnishee to the judg­
ment debtor at or during such time as aforesaid shall, 
to the extent of the judgment debtor’s interest therein, 
and subject to Crown debts, and to any bona fide prior 
title thereto, or lien or charge thereon, be respectively 
attached in the hands of such garnishee, to satisfy the 
claim of the judgment creditor.
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237— Any garnishee who, without leave or order of the 
Court, at any time after the service of the summons and 
before the attachment is dissolved, knowingly and 
wilfully parts with the custody or control of any property 
attached in his hands, or removes the same out of this 
island, or sells or disposes of the same, or pays over any 
debt due by him to the judgment debtor, except only 
to or to the use of the judgment holder, shall be liable to 
attachment, and shall pay such damages to the judgment 
holder as the Court shall award: Provided, that the Court 
shall not award a larger amount of damages than it is 
competent to award in a suit for damages, and such awards 
shall bar any suit for such damages.
238—  In all cases where it is made to appear to the 
satisfaction of the Court, by affidavit or otherwise, that 
there is reasonable cause to# believe that any movable 
property attached is in dagger of being removed out of this 
island, or of being sold or otherwise disposed of without 
the leave of the Court, the Court may, by an order in 
writing, direct the Bailiff to seize such property and detain 
the same, subject to the order of the Court, or may majke 
any order for the delivery and custody of such property:
Provided always, that the Court may order such property 
to be released, upon such terms as to security and other 
matters, as may seem just.
239— Property in the hands or under the control of any 
public officer in his official capacity, shall be liable to 
attachmenhin execution of a judgment, with the consent 
of the Attorney-General, and property in custodja legis 
shall be liable to attachment by order of the Court.
The attachment shall take effect from the service of the 
summons on such officer, or in the case of property in 
custodia legis, from the date of the order of the Court.
240— Every garnishee shall appear before the Court on 
the day specified in the summons, or on such subsequent 
day as the Court shall appoint, and of which he shall have 
received notice, to be examined touching the property 
which may have been attached in his hands.
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241— Upon the day so appointed for such investigation, 
and at any adjournment thereof, the Court may, of its 
own motion, or at the instance of any perron interested in 
the enquiry, summon any person whom it may think 
necessary, and examine him in relation to such property 
and may require the garnishee, as well as the person sum­
moned as aforesaid, to produce all deeds and documents 
in his possession or power relating to such property.
242—  The Court may, upon such investigation, order that 
any such part of the property attached as consists of money 
and bank notes, or a sufficient part thereof, shall be paid 
over to the judgment holder, or that any part of the prop­
erty so attached as may not consist of money or bank 
notes, so far as may be necessary for the satisfaction of the 
judgment, shall be sold, and that the money which may be 
realized by such sale, or a sufficient part thereof, shall be 
applied in satisfaction of the judgment, and that the 
summons be discharged.
243—  If the garnishee does not dispute his liability, and 
fails to comply with the Order of the Court, the Court 
may order execution to issue against him for the amount 
of the property attached in his hands, or for such part 
thereof as shall be sufficient to satisfy the judgment and all 
costs of the proceedings, and execution may issue 
accordingly.
244—  If the garnishee disputes his liability, the Court 
may order that any issue or question necessary for deter­
mining his liability, be tried or determined in any manner 
in which any issue or question in an action may be tried 
or determined, or with the consent of the parties, may 
dispose of the question between them in a summary manner.
245—  Whenever there are several claimants to any prop­
erty attached, or to any interest therein, the Court may 
in its discretion summon before it all the claimants, and may 
make such orders as in the last preceding section mentioned 
for the ascertaining of their respective rights, and for the 
custody of the property in the meanwhile, or with the 
consent of parties, may dispose of the adverse claims in 
a summary manner.
246 There shall be kept by the Clerk of every Resident Attachment 
Magistrate’s Court an attachment book, and in such b°°k' 
book entries shall be made of the attachment and pro­
ceedings thereon, with names, dates, and statements of the 
amount recovered, and otherwise; and copies of any entries 
made therein may be taken by any person upon 
application to the Clerk.
247— The payment of debts or the delivery of property obedience to 
by the garnishee under the order of the Court, or execu- tfdLcLSe1* 
tion levied upon him in respect thereof, shall be a valid eamishee. 
discharge as against all claimants of such debts or property, 
although the attachment may be set aside or the judgment 
reversed.
The Resident Magistrates Law, 1927. [ N o .  39;] jQ j
248— The attachment may be dissolved at any time by How attachment 
order of the Court, or in case the judgment holder shall Sived.. 
consent, it shall be dissolved ipso facto on the filing in
Court of a memorandum of such consent, signed by him 
in the presence of the Clerk.
249—  The Court may stay proceedings in any suit com- stay of
menced against a garnishee in respect of property attached against™63 
in his hands, upon such terms as it shall think fit. garnishee.
250—The Court may allow such reasonable sum to a Allowance to 
garnishee for his attendance and loss of time, not exceed- att™daence°r 
ing the scale of allowances to witnesses, and the amount 
so allowed shall be paid by the person enforcing the 
attachment, and may be recovered by him as costs of 
execution, unless the Court shall otherwise order.
251—The costs of any application for an attachment p^phcation f0r 
of debt under this Law, and of any proceedings arising attachment of 
from or incidental to such application, shall be in the e 
discretion of the Resident Magistrate.
W a r r a n t s  o f  P o s se s s io n .
252—After any judgments under sections 101, 102, 103 s j& “*0t0give 
or 104, the Court may if it thinks fit, issue a warrant to the p^smn of 
Bailiff to give possession of the land in question—the land 
to be specified in the warrant—as the Court may direct.
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253— Any warrant to a Bailiff to give possession of a 
tenement shall justify him in entering upon the premises 
named in the warrant with such assistants as he shall 
deem necessary, and in giving possession accordingly; but 
no entry under any such warrant shall be made, except 
between the hours of eight in the morning and four in the 
afternoon.
254— Every such warrant shall bear the date on which 
it is issued, and shall continue in force for six months from 
such date, and no longer.
No warrant shall be issued after the expiration of six 
months after the last day named by the Resident Magis­
trate in his order for the delivery of possession, except by 
order of the Resident Magistrate.
APPEAL.
255—  Subject to the provisions of the following sections, 
an appeal shall lie from the judgment, decree, or order of 
a Resident Magistrate’s Court in all civil proceedings, 
upon any point of law, or upon the admission or rejection 
of evidence, or upon the question of the judgment, decree, 
or order being founded upon legal evidence, or legal 
presumption, or upon the question of the insufficiency of 
the facts found to support the judgment, decree, or 
order; and also upon any ground upon which an appeal 
may now be had to the Supreme Court from the verdict of 
a jury, or from the judgment of a Judge of the Supreme 
Court sitting without a jury.
And the Court of Appeal may either affirm, reverse, or 
amend the judgment decree or order of the Resident 
Magistrate’s Court, or order a nonsuit to be entered, or 
order the judgment, decree, or order to be entered for 
either party as the case may require, may assess damages 
and enter judgment for the amount which a party is 
entitled to, or increase or reduce the amount directed to 
be paid by the judgment, decree or order, or remit the 
cause to the Resident Magistrate’s Court with instructions, 
or for rehearing generally, and may also make such order 
as to costs in the Resident Magistrate’s Court, and as to 
costs of the appeal, as the Court of Appeal shall think 
proper, and such order shall be final: Provided always, that
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no judgment, decree, or order of a Resident Magistrate’s 
Court shall be altered, reversed, or remitted, where the 
effect of the judgment shall be to do substantial justice 
between the parties to the cause: Provided also, that an 
appeal shall not be granted on the ground of the improper 
admission or rejection of evidence, or on the ground 
that a document is not stamped or is insufficiently stamped 
or in case the action has been tried with a jury, on the 
ground of misdirection, or because the verdict of the jury 
was not taken on a question which the Resident Magistrate 
was not at the trial asked to leave to them, unless 
in the opinion of the Court of Appeal, some sub­
stantial wrong or miscarriage has been thereby occa­
sioned in the trial; and if it appears to the Court that such 
wrong or miscarriage affects part only of the matter in 
controversy, or some or one only of the parties, the Court 
may give final judgment as to part thereof, or some or one 
only of the parties, and allow the appeal as to the other 
part only, or as to the other party or parties.
256—  There shall be no appeal from any decision of the 
Resident Magistrate at Chambers, unless there would 
have been a right of appeal if the decision had been given 
in Court, or unless the Resident Magistrate shall give 
leave to appeal. An appeal from Chambers shall be made 
in the same way as an appeal from a judgment, decree, or 
order in Court.
257— No appeal shall lie in respect of the decision of a 
Resident Magistrate’s Court given upon any question as to 
the value of any real or personal property for the purpose 
of determining the question of the jurisdiction of the 
Court under the law, nor shall any appeal lie against the 
decision of a Resident M agistrate’s Court on the ground 
that the proceedings might or should have been taken in 
some other Resident M agistrate’s Court.
258—  It shall be lawful for any Resident Magistrate, in 
any civil proceeding, when he shall think the question at 
issue to be one which it is desirable to bring before the 
Appellate Court, and when he shall think that by such 
course as is hereby made lawful, no hardship will be imposed
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upon either party, to allow an appeal in any case decided 
by him, without requiring the deposit or security for costs, 
or by allowing the party desirous of appealing to give such 
security for costs as to the said Resident Magistrate shall 
seem reasonable: Provided, that in every case of appeal 
under this section, the appeal shall be in the form of a 
case stated, to be approved or settled by the Resident 
Magistrate, and by him to be submitted to the Court of 
Appeal.
An appeal may be allowed by the Resident Magistrate 
under this section against any judgment, decree, cr 
order, whether an appeal could or could not be brought 
under the preceding sections against such judgment, 
decree, or order.
259— No appeal shall lie from the judgment, decree, or 
order of a Resident Magistrate’s Court in any civil pro­
ceeding, if, before the decision of. the Resident Magistrate 
is pronounced, both parties shall agree in writing, that the 
decision shall be final; and such agreement shall not require 
a stamp.
260—  The appeal may be taken and minuted in open 
Court at the time of pronouncing judgment, but if not so 
taken then a written notice of appeal shall be lodged with 
the Clerk of the Court, and a copy of it shall be served 
upon the opposite party personally, or at his place of dwell­
ing or upon his Solicitor, within fourteen days after the 
date of the judgment; and the party appealing shall, at the 
time of taking or lodging the appeal, deposit in the Court 
the sum of ten shillings as security for the due prosecu­
tion of the appeal', and shall further give security, to the 
extent of ten pounds for the payment of any costs that 
may be awarded against the appellant, and for the due 
and faithful performance of the judgment and orders of the 
Appellate Court.
Such last mentioned security shall be given either by 
deposit of money in the Court, or by the party appealing 
entering into a bond, with two sureties to be approved by 
• the respondent, or, in case of dispute, by the Clerk of the 
Court with an appeal to the Resident Magistrate. No 
stamp duty shall be payable on such bond.
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There shall be no stay of proceedings on any judgment 
except upon payment into Court of the whole sum, if any, 
found by the judgment, and costs if any, or unless the 
Resident Magistrate, on cause shown, shall see fit to order 
a stay of proceedings.
On the appellant complying with the foregoing require­
ments, the Resident Magistrate shall draw up, for the 
information of the Court of Appeal, a statement of his 
reasons for the judgment, decree, or order appealed 
against.
Such statement shall be lodged with the Clerk of the 
Court, who shall give notice thereof to the parties, and 
allow them to peruse and keep a copy of the same.
The appellant shall, within ten days after the day on 
which he received such notice as aforesaid, draw up and 
serve on the respondent, and file with the Clerk of the 
Court, the grounds of appeal, and on his failure to do so 
his right to appeal shall cease and determine.
If the appellant, after giving notice of appeal and 
giving security as aforesaid, fails duly to prosecute the 
appeal, he shall forfeit as a court fee the sum of ten 
shillings deposited as aforesaid.
If he appears in person or by Counsel before the Court of 
Appeal in support of his appeal, he shall be entitled to a 
return of the said sum of ten shillings, whatever may be 
the event of the appeal.
261—  Upon the appellant filing with the Clerk the 
grounds of appeal as aforesaid, the Clerk of the Court shall 
transmit to the Clerk of the Appellate Court the statement 
aforesaid, certified copies of the notes of the Judge, and (in 
original) all the other proceedings in the cause. Provided 
always, that the Supreme Court may in any case require 
the production of the original notes of evidence.
262— Any such appeal may be in the form of a case 
agreed upon by both parties, or their Solicitors or Agents.
263—  The sum deposited as aforesaid, shall be subject 
to any order which the Appellate Court may think reason­
able and just: Provided always, that if the said Court shall 
award costs to either party, such costs shall fcc taxed,
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and the amount thereof shall be irrespective and may 
be in excess of the amount for which security has been 
given as aforesaid.
264—  Subject to the proviso hereinafter contained, it 
shall be lawful for the Supreme Court in dealing with any 
appeal under this Law, and in awarding costs against an 
unsuccessful party either:—
(a) to award a lump sum, not exceeding fifteen pounds,
for costs; or
(b) to order such costs to be taxed on any scale lower
than that heretofore fixed as applicable in such 
cases, as the said Court may fix for such appeals: 
Provided, that if the costs so taxed, shall 
exceed the sum of fifteen pounds any excess, 
beyond the said sum shall not be allowed.
Provided always, that it shall nevertheless be lawful for 
the said Court in determining any such appeal, by order 
to declare that the same was of such a character, or that it 
involved questions of such difficulty and complexity that 
costs beyond the amount aforesaid were properly and 
reasonably incurred, and thereupon the costs awarded 
shall be taxed as between party and party, on the scale 
heretofore fixed as applicable in such cases, or on any other 
scale which under its powers in this behalf, the said Court 
may fix and determine. Section 263 of this Law shall 
be read subject to the provisions of this section.
265—  No plaint lodged under this Law, and no judgment 
or order given or made by any Resident Magistrate, and 
no cause or matter brought before or pending in a Resident 
Magistrate’s Court under this Law, shall be removed by 
appeal, motion, writ of error, certiorari or otherwise, 
into the Supreme Court, save and except in the manner 
and according to the provisions herein mentioned: and 
no judgment or execution shall be stayed, delayed, or 
reversed, upon or by any writ of error or supersedeas 
thereon.
266— Any person or persons being party or parties in 
any action or matter in the civil jurisdiction of a Resident 
Magistrate’s Court in which there is a right of appeal shall 
on payment of the fee prescribed by the tariff of fees be
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furnished by the Clerk of the Courts with a copy of the 
notes of evidence whether the hearing shall have been 
concluded or appeal proceedings have been commenced 
• or not, and such copy shall be certified by the Clerk of the 
Courts as being a true copy.
267—  Whenever an appeal lies to the Supreme Court when appeal to 
from any judgment or order of a Resident Magistrate's be eard' 
Court, and whenever a Resident Magistrate is authorised
to make a reference to the Supreme Court, such appeal or 
reference shall be heard or determined at the first sitting 
of the Supreme Court held after the transmission to the 
latter Court of the notes and proceedings, unless the said 
Court shall otherwise order.
268—  The provisions of this Law conferring a right of Powers of ^ . 
appeal in civil causes and matters shall be construed on appeals, 
liberally in favour of such right; and in case any of the 
formalities prescribed by this Law shall have been inad­
vertently, or from ignorance or necessity omitted to be 
observed it shall be lawful for the Appellate Court, if it
appear to them that such omission has arisen from inad­
vertence, ignorance, or necessity, and if the justice of the 
case shall appear to them to so require, with or without 
terms, to admit the appellant to impeach the judgment, 
order, or proceedings appealed from.
CRIM IN AL JURISDICTION.
269— For the purposes of the Criminal Law, the juris- £cal
■ diction of every Resident Magistrate's Court shall extend criminal matters, 
to the parish for which the Court is appointed, and one 
mile beyond the boundary line of the said parish: Provided 
always, that the boundaries of every parish shall be deemed each parish to 
to extend to such part of the sea as lies within three miles the seaward, 
of the coast line of such parish; the decision of the Resident 
Magistrate as to any distance for the purpose of deciding 
any question as to jurisdiction under this section shall be
final.
270— It shall be lawful for the Resident Magistrates’ Pffe“ceesR^ sbIe 
Courts to hear and determine the offences hereinafter courts, 
mentioned, (that is to say):
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27 Vic. c. 32.
27 Vic. c. 33.
27 Vic. c. 34.
Law 22 of 1872.
Other offences.
(a) The offences specified in sections 18, 22, 24, 28, 29,
31, 32, 33 and 43 of the A ct 27 Victoria, chapter
32, entitled “  An Act to consolidate and amend 
the Law relating to offences against the Person,” 
as also common assaults, aggravated assaults, 
and assaults occasioning actual bodily harm.
(b) Larceny and the offences specified in sections
3, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 13, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 25, 27, 
35, 36, 40, 41, 42, 43, 45, 47, 49, 50, 52, 53, 54, 
59, 62, 63, 65, 72, 73, 74, 75, 79, 80, 83, 85, 
and 86 of the A ct 27 Victoria chapter 33, 
entitled “  An Act to consolidate and amend 
the Statute Laws relating to Larceny and other 
similar offences,”  and in section 2 of Law 2 
of 1925, the Larceny Law, 1925. Provided that 
in construing sections 9 and 10, the killing or 
stealing any horse, mare or gelding, colt or 
filly, mule, bull, cow, ox, heifer or calf, shall not 
be within the jurisdiction of the said Court; 
and the jurisdiction under sections 53 and 54 
shall extend only to cases where the sum or 
aggregate sums stolen or embezzled shall not 
exceed five pounds.
(c) The offences specified in sections 13, 19, 20, 21,
22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 29, 30, 32, and 45 of the 
A ct 27 Victoria, chapter 34, entitled “ An Act 
to consolidate and Amend the Statute Law 
relating to malicious injuries to property.”
(d) The offences specified in section 21 of the Forgery
Law 1872 (Law 22 of 1872) when the amount 
in respect of which the alleged forgery is made 
does not exceed five pounds, or five pounds in 
value, and there is no evidence that the person 
charged has been previously convicted of the 
offence of forgery.
(e) The offences of forcible entry and detainer of
land, whether at Common Law or by statute, 
and all Common Law offences (not being 
felonies) unspecified in this section, whether
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the punishment of such Common Law offences 
has or has not been provided for by any statute 
or law.
(f) The offences in which by any law jurisdiction was
given to the District Courts.
(g) Any offence hereinbefore mentioned, after any
previous conviction of a crime, as defined in the 
Habitual Criminals Law 1870.
The offender, on conviction, shall be liable to the S a m e  Punishment, 
punishment as for such offences he is now or hereafter 
may be liable to: Provided, that no Resident Magis­
trate’s Court shall award a sentence of more than one 
year’s imprisonment, with or without hard labour, and a 
fine of fifty pounds.
When a person is sentenced to pay a fine, the Court may 
direct that if he fails to pay the fine at the time appointed 
for the payment thereof, he shall suffer imprisonment 
till the fine be paid. Such imprisonment shall be in 
addition to the imprisonment (if any) to which he is 
sentenced for his offence, and shall be with or without hard 
labour, at the discretion of the Court, as in the case of a 
sentence of imprisonment, and shall not exceed one- 
fourth of the maximum time for which he might be 
sentenced for imprisonment for his offence by such Court, 
and shall not in any case exceed three months.
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271—  It is hereby declared that the Resident Magistrates’ Power under 
Courts in exercising powers conferred under Law 26 of
1873, and directing police supervision in addition to any 
other punishment, shall limit the same to a period not 
exceeding two years, to commence from the expiration of 
the other punishment.
272— The powers and provisions of the hereinbefore Powers and^  
mentioned acts respectively, and of all other acts or laws in force as to such 
now or hereafter to be in force relating to the offences 
aforesaid, shall extend and apply to offences which shall be tried by a 
tried by the Resident Magistrate’s Court under the 
authority of this Law, and to all proceedings at the trial,
and generally in relation thereto respectively, as fully and
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effectually to all intents and purposes as the same now 
extend and apply, or hereafter shall extend and apply to the 
said offences when tried at the Circuit Courts.
273— A Resident Magistrate shall in any case tried by 
him on information in virtue of a special statutory sum­
mary jurisdiction have power to order that such costs be 
paid either by the informant or the defendant as to the 
Resident Magistrate shall seem just and reasonable and 
in case of non-payment of such costs may commit the 
person adjudged to pay such costs to prison for any term 
not exceeding one month, with or without hard labour, 
unless such costs shall be sooner paid.
274— All the provisions contained in 28 Victoria, chapter 
18, and 29 Victoria, chapter 7, session 1, shall extend to 
the Resident Magistrates, and to the persons sentenced 
by them, in the same manner that such provisions extended 
to the Judges of the Circuit Courts, and to persons 
sentenced by such Circuit Court Judges.
275—  On a person being brought or appearing before a 
Resident Magistrate in Court or in Chambers, charged 
on information and complaint with any indictable offence, 
the Magistrate shall, after such enquiry as. may seem to 
him necessary in order to ascertain whether the offence 
charged is within his jurisdiction, and can be adequately 
punished by him under his powers, make an order, which 
shall be endorsed on the information and signed by the 
Resident Magistrate, that the accused person shall be tr,ied, 
on a day to be named in the order, in the Resident Magis­
trate’s Court, or that a preliminary investigation shall 
be held with a view to a commital to the Circuit Court.
276—  It shall be lawful for any Resident Magistrate, in 
making any order under the preceding section directing 
that any accused person be tried in the Resident Magis­
trate’s Court, by such order to direct the presentation of an 
indictment for any offence disclosed in the information, or 
for any other offence or offences with which, as the result 
of an enquiry under the said section, it shall appear to the 
Resident Magistrate the accused person ought to be
I l l
charged and may also direct the addition of a count or 
counts to such indictment. And, upon any such enquiry, 
it shall be lawful for the Resident Magistrate to order the 
accused person to be tried for the offence stated in the 
information, or for any other offence or offences, although 
not specified in the information, and whether any such 
information in either case did or did not strictly disclose 
any offence.
277— The trial of any person before a Resident Magis­
trate’s Court for an indictable offence, shall be commenced 
by the Clerk of the Court preferring an indictment 
against such person, and there shall be no preliminary 
examination.
278—  Whenever an Indictment shall have been preferred 
before a Resident Magistrate’s Court, charging any person 
with the commission of any indictable offence within 
the jurisdiction of such Court, the Magistrate shall cause 
the same to be read to the person charged, and shall then 
ask him whether he is guilty or not of the charge.
If such person says that he is guilty, the Magistrate shall 
thereupon cause a plea of guilty to be entered; and if such 
person says that he is not guilty, the Magistrate shall 
cause such plea of not guilty to be entered, and unless 
good cause be shewn to the contrary, the trial shall 
proceed:
Provided always,that it shall be lawful for any Resident 
Magistrate, at any stage of the trial prior to calling on the 
accused person for his defence, if it shall appear to him 
that the accused person ought to have been charged with 
a more serious Crime than that of which he is accused, and 
that more serious crime is beyond his jurisdiction, or 
that, having regard to the antecedents of the accused, or 
the nature and circumstances of the crime of which he is 
accused, the case cannot adequately be dealt with by him 
under his powers, to vacate the order for the trial of 
such accused person before him, and to proceed to treat and 
deal with the case as one for the Circuit Court; and in any 
such case, if the accused person has pleaded, and whether 
any evidence has been taken or not, the Magistrate shall
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declare the order aforesaid vacated and the trial at an 
end; and an endorsement shall thereupon be made on the 
information and signed by the Resident Magistrate, that 
the said order has been vacated and that the trial is at an 
end, and thereupon the Magistrate shall deal with the 
case as one for the Circuit Court.
279—  On the other hand, when the Resident Magistrate 
has begun to deal with a case as for the Circuit Court, and 
to take the depositions of the witnesses with a view to a 
commital for trial, if the crime with which the accused is 
charged is within his jurisdiction, and it appears to him 
that such crime may be adequately punished by him, it 
shall be lawful for him to vacate the order for a prelimin­
ary investigation, and to make an order, to be endorsed 
on the information and signed by the Resident Magistrate, 
that the accused person be tried in the Resident Magis­
trate’s Court, if the accused person*consent, either forth­
with or on a day to be named, within seven days after the 
date of such order. In such a case the evidence of any 
witness which had been taken before the Resident Magis­
trate ordered an indictment to be preferred before himself, 
need not be taken again; but every such witness shall, if 
the accused person so require it, be recalled for the pur­
pose of cross-examination or further cross-examination.
280— Anything in this Law to the contrary notwith­
standing it shall be lawful for the Attorney-General in any 
case brought before a Resident M agistrate’s Court, at 
any time before the accused person has stated his defence, 
by writing under his hand, to require the Resident 
Magistrate to adjourn the case, or deal with it as one for 
the Circuit Court; and on receipt of such requisition the 
said Magistrate shall deal with the case accordingly.
281— At any stage of a trial for an indictable offence 
before sentence, the Court shall amend or alter the 
indictment so far as appears necessary from the evidence or 
otherwise, and may direct the trial to be adjourned or 
recommenced from any point, if such direction appears 
proper in the interest either of the prosecution or of the 
accused person.
282— In any trial of an indictment before a Resident lowers of 
Magistrate’s Court, the Resident Magistrate shall have triii^ rtnmeIlt' on 
the same powers of adjourning the trial, and for that pur- indiotment' 
pose of remanding the accused, as are possessed by him in
cases where he is taking a preliminary examination under 
the Act 13 Victoria, chapter 24; and it shall be his duty 13 vu. c. 24. 
to grant such adjournments (taking care to secure the con­
tinued attendance of the accused and witnesses by 
committal or by recognizance), as the ends of justice shall 
appear to him to require.
283—  (i) Upon the trial of any indictment before a Procedure^ after
Resident Magistrate’s Court, at the close of the prosecution 
case for the prosecution the accused person shall t^neMesfor^ he 
be entitled to state his defence, and to call any ^ ^ d in g s  to 
witnesses he may have in attendance; and when- secure their 
ever such accused person is not defended by evl en 
Counsel or Solicitor, if it shall then appear to the 
Resident Magistrate from the statement of de­
fence or otherwise, that there are persons not in 
attendance at the Court whose evidence might 
be material in the interest of the accused, he shall 
ask the accused person if he desires to have such 
persons, or any of them, summoned as witnesses, 
and if such accused person answer in the affirma­
tive, or if the accused person apply to have any 
witness summoned, and the Magistrate is of 
opinion that the evidence of such person may be 
material in the interest of the accused, the Magis­
trate shall adjourn the trial, taking all necessary 
steps, either by remanding the accused person 
to prison, or by taking a recognizance to secure 
his attendance and take the same steps to pro­
cure the attendance of such persons as he would 
take if they were witnesses for the prosecution.
(ii) Whenever upon any such trial an accused person 
shall be defended by Counsel or a Solicitor, but 
not otherwise, it shall be the duty of the Resident 
Magistrate, at the close of the case, for the prose­
cution, to ask the Counsel or Solicitor for each 
accused person so defended as aforesaid, whether
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he or they intend to adduce evidence, and in the 
event of none of them thereupon announcing his 
intention to adduce evidence, the Clerk of the 
Court, or Counsel or Solicitor for the prosecution, 
shall be allowed to address the Court a second time 
in support of his case, for the purpose of summing 
up the evidence against such accused person; and 
upon every such trial, whether the accused 
person or persons, or any of them, shall be defended 
by Counsel or a Solicitor or not, each and every 
such accused person, or his or their Counsel or 
Solicitor respectively, shall be allowed, if he or 
they shall think fit, and when all the evidence is 
concluded, to sum up the evidence respectively; 
and the right of reply, and practice and course of 
proceedings, save as hereby altered shall be as 
at present.
(iii) At the conclusion of any such trial, the Resident 
Magistrate shall declare the accused person guilty 
or not guilty, and shall thereupon on demand, 
give such accused person a certificate of convic­
tion or acquittal, as the case may be.
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284—  It shall be the duty of the Clerk of the Court with 
the assistance of the principal Officer of Constabulary 
at the place where any Resident Magistrate’s Court is 
held, to prepare any indictable case for hearing on the day 
fixed by the Resident Magistrate for the trial thereof, 
and with this end to procure the attendance of all neces­
sary witnesses, both for the prosecution and for the defence, 
at the Court to be holden at such place on such day.
285—  Save as is herein expressly provided, the procedure 
before any Resident Magistrate’s Court at the trial of any 
indictable offence shall be the same, as near as may be, 
as in the case of offences punishable summarily.
286—  It shall be lawful for any Justice of the Peace 
before whom any person appears or is brought, charged 
with any indictable offence within the jurisdiction of a 
Resident Magistrate’s Court, (whether such indictable 
offence is charged to have been committed within the 
jurisdiction of such Justice or not), after such investigation
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as would justify such Justice in remanding the accused 
person, to bind over or commit (as the case may be) such 
person to appear before the Resident Magistrate within 
whose jurisdiction such offence is charged to have been 
committed, (whether within the jurisdiction of such 
Justice or not), there to be dealt with according to law.
287—  The attendance as well of accused persons as of Enforcement of
witnesses before any Resident Magistrate’s Court may be of
enforced by the same officers, by the same process, and ||§ | f5- 
in the same way, as the attendance of such persons before 
Justices of the Peace may be enforced under the provisions
of the Acts 13 Victoria, chapter 24, and 13 Victoria, 
chapter 35, and the Acts and Laws amending the same.
288— Nothing in this Law shall be deemed to prevent As to process in 
the Resident Magistrate from hearing and disposing of,
in his Court, any cases which by law may be dealt with “ d jj|®'issue 
summarily that may be brought before him: Provided, ere° ’ 
that there shall be but one description of process in sum­
mary cases for both the Resident Magistrate’s Court and 
the Court of Petty Sessions, and such process shall be 
subject, in either case, to the court fees payable in the 
latter Courts, and to all rules prevailing in the said Courts 
as to payment of the same; and any pr-ocess issued shall be 
made returnable indifferently at one Court or at the other, 
having regard to convenience in respect of time and place.
289—  When any person charged before a Resident Magis- Order to bring up 
trate’s ’Court with any offence is confined in any prison or anTon1 °r tna 
place, whether before or after any conviction, or in any examination, 
civil proceeding, it shall be lawful for the Resident Magis­
trate to issue an order under his hand, and under the
seal of the Court, for bringing up before such Court such 
person to be tried for such offence, or to be present during 
any examination respecting such offence.
The person mentioned in such crder shall be brought Procedure 
before the Court under the same care and custody, and be 
dealt with in like manner in all respects, as a prisoner 
brought up on a writ of habeas corpus awarded by the 
Supreme Court, or any Judge thereof, to be tried before 
the Resident Magistrate’s Court, is now by law authorised
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Expenses of 
obeying order.
to be dealt with : Provided, that the person having the 
custody of such prisoner shall not, in a prosecution in which 
Court Fees are payable under this Law, be bound to obey 
such Order, unless a tender be made to him of a reasonable 
sum, to be fixed by the Resident Magistrate’s Court Rules, 
and in the absence of rules on this point, to be fixed by the 
Resident Magistrate, for the conveyance and maintenance 
of proper officers and of the prisoner in going to, remaining 
at and returning from such Resident Magistrate’s Court.
In other criminal cases the Resident Magistrate shall 
have power to award such reasonable sum for the expenses 
aforesaid as he may think fit, which shall be defrayed from 
the Public Treasury.
Forms to be 290— The forms set forth in Schedule E. of this Law,
schedule e . or forms to the like effect shall be used in the Resident 
Magistrates’ Courts.
Forms of 291— In cases tried summarily, where a party is
committed to prison, it shall be sufficient to use the form 
of commitment given in this Law, as applicable to 
commitments from the Resident Magistrate’s Court.
cierk to conduct 292— In trials for indictable offences and in summary
mdfctments and prosecutions for such classes of offences as the Governor 
cases'11 summary may from time to time direct the Clerk of the Court shall, 
excepting in cases where a Barrister, Advocate, or Solicitor 
appears on behalf of the prosecution and cases in which the 
Attorney-General or some one deputed by him conducts 
the prosecution, be the officer to conduct the prosecution.
Duty of cierk to 293— The Clerk of the Court in addition to conducting
particular the prosecution m summary cases for such classes of offences 
wXected8868 as the Governor may from time to time direct, shall conduct 
any particular case irrespectively of the class of offence 
charged therein, which he may be required by the 
Governor or the Attorney-General to prosecute.
How records i» 294— In all proceedings in a Resident Magistrate’s Court
be'made"uiTand by way of indictment, and in all summary proceedings 
kept. before Courts of Petty Session by way of information for
felonies, there shall be recorded on or in the fold of the 
indictment or information, in the form in schedule E to 
this Law or to the like effect, the plea of the accused, the
7judgment of the Court and in case of conviction the 
sentence; and the Resident Magistrate or in the summary 
proceedings aforesaid the Presiding Magistrate, shall 
sign his name once at the end of the record.
If an appeal is lodged against any such conviction, a 
note thereof and of the result of the appeal shall be 
subsequently added by the Clerk and signed by him.
In all summary proceedings other than as aforesaid, it 
shall be sufficient for the Presiding Magistrate or the 
Clerk to record on or in the fold of the information (the 
adjournments, if any, being noted), the place and day of 
hearing, the names of the adjudicating Magistrates and the 
finding.
If the notes taken in any of the cases aforesaid are taken 
in a book, such book shall be preserved in the office of the 
Clerk, and a reference to the same shall be noted in the fold 
of the information or indictment; if the same are 
taken on loose sheets, such sheets shall be attached to the 
information or indictment.
In either case the information or indictment with the 
record made thereon as aforesaid, and with the notes 
aforesaid, shall constitute the record of the case, and 
each such record shall be carefully preserved in the office 
of the Clerk of the Court, and an alphabetical index 
shall be kept of such records.
295—The entries made under the immediately preceding How far such 
section, or a copy thereof purporting to bear the seal oi certified copies 
the Court, and to be signed and certified as a true copy evidence, 
by the Clerk of the Court, shall at all times be admitted in 
all Courts and places whatsoever as prima facie evidence 
of such entries, and of the facts therein stated, and of the 
proceedings therein referred to, and of the regularity of 
such proceedings.
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Criminal Appeals.
296—An appeal from any judgment of a Resident Magis- 
trate in any case tried by him on indictment or on informa- R-M-on^^ 
tion in virtue of a special statutory summary jurisdiction, information 
shall lie to the Supreme Court: Provided, that _ nothing 
herein shall be deemed to apply to any case adjudicated jurisdiction, 
on by any Resident Magistrate, whether associated with
118
Proviso as to 
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notice of appeal.
Failure to give 
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appeal.
Liberation of 
accused under 
recognizance 
pending appeal.
other Justices or not, which is within the cognizance of 
Justices in Petty Session, but an appeal may be had in 
any such case subject to the Acts and Laws regulating 
appeals from Justices in Petty Session.
297— Any person desiring to appeal from the judgment of 
a Resident Magistrate in a case tried by him on indictment 
or on information in virtue of a special statutory summary 
jurisdiction, shall either during the sitting of the Court at 
which the judgment is delivered give verbal notice of 
appeal or shall within fourteen days from the delivery of 
such judgment give a written notice of his intention to 
appeal, to the Clerk of the Court of the Parish.
298— Every written notice of appeal shall be sufficiently 
signed, if signed by or on behalf of the appellant either 
with his name or mark, or with the name of his Solicitor, 
but if signed with his mark, such signature shall be 
attested by a subscribing witness.
299—  If the appellant shall fail to give the notice of 
appeal as herein provided, his right to appeal shall cease 
and determine.
300— When the notice of appeal has been duly 
lodged, it shall be lawful for the Resident Magistrate, 
or in his absence the Clerk of the Court, to liberate the 
accused, if in custody, upon his entering into recognizance 
with such surety or sureties as the Resident Magistrate, 
or in his absence the Clerk of the Court, may think ad­
visable, and in such sum as the Resident Magistrate may 
fix, to attend the Supreme Court personally or by Counsel 
on the hearing of the appeal, and, (in the event of the 
Supreme Court dismissing the appeal), to surrender himself 
forthwith into custody to undergo the term of imprison­
ment adjudged, and in the meantime not to leave the 
island.
On such accused person entering into such recognizance 
as aforesaid, it shall be lawful for the Resident Magistrate, 
or in his absence the Clerk of the Court, to order the 
jailer or other person having the custody of the accused, 
to liberate such accused person, and such accused person 
shall be liberated accordingly: Provided always, that it
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shall be lawful for any police constable at any time without 
any warrant to arrest such accused person, should he 
attempt to leave, or make any preparations for leaving the 
island, and such accused person so arrested shall be 
detained in any prison appointed for the purpose by the 
Governor until the hearing of his appeal, his attendance 
at which shall be secured by the Inspector-General of 
Police if the accused is detained in any jail or lock-up, or 
by the Director of Prisons if the accused is detained in 
the General Penitentiary or in the St. Catherine District 
Prison.
In the event of the appeal being dismissed, any imprison­
ment which may have been undergone before liberation as 
last aforesaid, shall be reckoned as part of the imprison­
ment under the judgment appealed from ; but save as 
aforesaid, the term of imprisonment shall run from the 
day of the re-arrest or surrender, as the case may be, of 
the accused person after the dismissal of the appeal.
Provided always, that if an appellant fails to attend 
personally or by Counsel at the hearing of his appeal, the 
appeal shall be dismissed, unless the appellate Court is 
satisfied that his non-appearance is not due to wilful 
default.
301— When any person who has appealed from the judg­
ment of a Resident Magistrate in a case tried by him on 
indictment or on information in virtue of a special statutory 
summary jurisdiction is confined in any prison awaiting 
the hearing of his appeal, it shall be lawful for the Supreme 
Court or any Judge thereof to issue an order, under the 
seal of the Court, for bringing before such Court such 
person to be present during the hearing of his appeal.
The person mentioned in such order shall be brought 
before the Court under the same care and custody, and be 
dealt with in like manner in all respects, as a prisoner 
brought upon a writ of habeas corpus may now be dealt 
with. All expenses reasonably incurred in complying with 
such order shall be defrayed from the Public Treasury 
and be payable on the same scale and in the same manner 
as witnesses’ expenses.
Judge may order 
attendance of 
accused at 
hearing of appeal
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302— The Clerk of the Court shall, not later than four­
teen days after the receipt of the notice of appeal, for­
ward to the Registrar of the Supreme Court the record 
of the case together with the notes of evidence or a copy 
of the same certified as herein mentioned, and all docu­
ments which have been received as evidence or copies of 
the same certified as herein mentioned.
303—  The notes of evidence taken by the Resident Magis­
trate or Clerk of the Court, or a copy of the same certified 
by the Clerk of the Court as being a true copy, and the 
documents received in evidence before the Resident Magis­
trate, or copies of the same certified by the Clerk of the 
Court as being true copies, shall be read and received 
by the Supreme Court as the evidence in the case: Pro­
vided always, that the Supreme Court may in any case 
require the production of the original documents, or any 
of them, or of the original notes of evidence.
304—  It shall be lawful for the Supreme Court to amend 
all defects and errors in any proceeding in a case tried by a 
Resident Magistrate on indictment or information in 
virtue of a special statutory summary jurisdiction, whether 
there is anything in writing to amend by or not, and 
whether the defect or error be that of the party applying 
to amend or not, and all such amendments may be made 
as to the Court may seem fit.
305— No appeal shall be allowed for any error or defect 
in form or substance appearing in any indictment or infor­
mation as aforesaid on which there has been a conviction, 
unless the point was raised at the trial, or the Court is of 
opinion that such error or defect has caused, or may have 
caused, or may cause injustice to the person convicted.
306— No judgment, order, or conviction of a Resident 
Magistrate shall be reversed or quashed on appeal for any 
error or mistake in the form or substance of such judgment, 
order, or conviction, unless the Court is of opinion that such 
error or mistake has caused, or may have caused, or may 
cause injustice to the party against whom such judgment, 
order, or conviction has been given or made.
307—  (a) The Supreme Court may dismiss the appeal, or Powers of 
may allow the appeal and quash the conviction, or may on^aiGo“rt 
allow the appeal and order a new trial: Provided that in
any case in which a new trial is ordered, the accused may 
be released on bail on such terms as the Court may think 
fit, and the case shall not be heard before the Resident 
Magistrate who presided at the first trial; and provided 
also, that no greater punishment shall be inflicted, in the 
event of a conviction at the second trial, than was 
inflicted at the first trial: Provided also, that any im­
prisonment already undergone under the first conviction 
shall be reckoned as part of the imprisonment, if any, 
inflicted under the second conviction.
(b) The Supreme Court shall, if they think that a 
different sentence should have been passed, quash the 
sentence passed at the trial and pass such other less severe 
sentence warranted in law by the judgment in substitution 
therefor as they think ought to have been passed.
(c) The Supreme Court may, notwithstanding they are 
of opinion that the point raised in the appeal might be 
decided in favour of the appellant, dismiss the appeal, 
if they consider that no substantial miscarriage of justice 
has actually occurred.
SHORT TITLE AND REPEALS.
308— This Law may be cited as the Resident Magistrates’ short Title- 
Law, 1927.
309—  The several Laws set out in Schedule F. to this EePeab- 
Law are hereby repealed, and with respect to those Laws
the following provisions shall apply:—
(a) All offices, appointments, rules, orders, warrants, 
seals, certificates, books, records, instruments, 
documents, proceedings, and generally all acts of 
authority which originated under any of the said 
laws or any law thereby repealed, and are 
subsisting or in force on the commencement of 
this Law, shall enure for the purposes of this 
Law as fully and effectually as if they had origin­
ated under the provisions of this Law, and accord­
ingly shall, where necessary, be deemed to have 
so originated.
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(b) All actions, suits, matters and proceedings com­
menced under any such law, and pending or in 
progress on the commencement of this Law, 
may be continued, completed, and enforced under 
this Law.
(c) Where by any unrepealed law any act, matter or 
thing is authorized to be done, such act, matter 
or thing may be done under this Law, unless the 
same is inconsistent with the express provision 
hereof.
(d) Where in any law or in the rules and forms 
or in the tariff of fees made under any law here­
by repealed but continued in force under this 
Law, reference is made to any former Resident 
Magistrates’ Law, such reference shall be read 
and shall operate as if it had been made to this 
Law, or the provisions of this Law correspond­
ing to such law.
Section 161. SC H ED U LE A .
Summons to Obtain Judgment by D efault on Personal Service.
No. (of plaint).
I n  the Resident M agistrates C o u rt fo r the Parish o f .....................
Holden a t....................
T o  A . B .  (name, description and address of defendant) defendant.
Whereas a plaint has this d a y been entered against yo u  in this C o u rt 
b y  C . D .  (name, description and address of plaintiff) plaintiff, th a t 
(here state concisely the nature and grounds of the Actio n .)
T a k e  N o tic e , th a t unless w ithin eight days of the service hereof, 
and a t least six clear days before the (day of appearance to  summons) 
yo u  return to  the C le rk of this C o u rt a t (place or office) the notice 
given below, dated and signed b y  yourself, yo u  will not afterwards 
be allowed to  make a n y defence to  the claim which the plaintiff makes 
on y o u , b u t the plaintiff m a y, on m aking affidavit of the tru th  of the 
(debt or dem and), and w ithout further proof of his claim proceed to 
judgm ent and execution. I f  yo u  return such notice to  the C le rk w ithin 
the time specified yo u  m ust appear yourself, or b y  yo u r Solicitor or 
Ag e n t, before the Resident M agistrate of the Resident M agistrate’ s 
C o u rt of in  the C o u rt House a t
q on the d a y of 19 ,
a t ^  ' ^ .'o ’ clock noon, to  answer the said p lain t, which
will be^heard on th a t day.
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G iv e n  under the hand o f the C le rk o f the C o u rt, and sealed w ith 
the common seal o f the C o u r t, a t the d a y of
one thousand nine hundred and .
E .  F .
C le rk  of the Resident M a g istra te ’s C o u rt 
of
T o  be  Indorsed on the Summons.
Am ount^of claim 
or debt
I f  y o u  p a y into the C le rk ’s office 
three days before the d a y of j hearing, the 
am ount of claim, together w ith  costs 
and C o u rt Fees as per m argin, yo u  w ill avoid 
fu rth e r costs. I f  yo u  a dm it p a rt o n ly of 
the claim yo u  m a y , b y  paying into  the 
C le rk ’s office, w ithin  three clear days be­
fore the d a y of hearing, the am ount so 
adm itted, together w ith  the Solicitor’s 
costs as per m argin, in  case the am ount 
adm itte d and paid exceeds T e n  Pounds,
a n d C o u rt Fees a t the rate o f sixpence in -----------
every pound, or fraction o f a  pou n d, so 
adm itted and paid, avoid fu rth e r costs,
unless the P la in tiff a t the hearing shall prove a claim against yo u  exceeding 
the sum so paid.
C o u rt Fees 
Solicitors’ costs 
(where claim 
exceeds £ 10 )
T o ta l am ount 
of debt and costs
I f  yo u  intend to re ly on a set off, infan cy, coverture, o r S tatu te  of 
Lim ita tio n s , or a discharge under a B a n k ru p tc y  or Insolvency 
L a w , or a n y equitable estate, rig h t or ground of relief, as a defence* 
y o u  m ust give to  the C le rk  notice o f such special defence six clear 
days before the d a y  of hearing; and such notice m ust contain the 
particulars of such special defence, and yo u  m ust deliver to  the C le rk 
as m a n y  copies of such notice as there are Plain tiffs, and an additional 
copy fo r the use of the C o u r t. I f  yo u r defence be a set off, yo u  m ust 
w ith  th e  notice thereof, also deliver to  the C le rk  a statem ent of the 
particulars thereof. I f  y o u r defence be a tender yo u  m ust p a y into 
C o u r t before or a t the hearing the a m oun t tendered.
H o u rs  o f attendance a t the office o f this C o u rt a t 
fro m  to
N otice op Intention to D epend.
N o . (of plaint) in the (title of C o u rt.)
C . D .  vs. A . B .
I  intend to  defend this cause.
D a te d  this d a y  of 19
A .B .
De fe n dan t.
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Section 152.
Section 152.
Section 227.
N ote.— O n  entering the p lain t, the P la in tiff shall in all cases deliver 
to  the C le rk as m a n y copies of the particulars of his claim as there are 
Defendants, and also an additional copy, to be filed b y  the C le rk ; and 
when the demand exceeds £ 100 b u t the P la in tiff desires to  abandon the 
excess, or to adm it set off, and sues in a Resident M agistrate’s C o u rt 
fo r the residue, the abandonm ent or the admission of the set off m ust 
be entered in the particulars before service, and in all cases the 
particulars shall be deemed to  be p a rt of the summons.
S C H E D U L E  B .
I n  cases where the claim exceeds £  2 and under £ 1 0  . .  8s.
“  “  “  10 “  20 * .  12s.
“ “ “ 20 and u p to  50 18s.
In  Ju d g m e n t Summonses where unpaid debt exceeds £ 5 :
£  5 and under £  10 . .  10s.
10 “  25 15s.
25 and u p  to  50 18s.
S C H E D U L E  C .
W hen the Ju d g m e n t given exceeds £  2 and less than £20 . .  5s.
“  “  “  20 and u p to  50 . .  10s.
S C H E D U L E  D .
Summons fob Commitment.
I n  the (title of C o u rt issuing summons)
No. (of summons)
N o . (of judgm ent or order.)
T o  A . B .  (nam e, description and address of defendant) defendant.
Whereas C . D .  (name, description and address) plaintiff, obtained a 
judgm ent (or order) against yo u  in the Resident M agistrate’s C o u rt 
of the parish o f on the d a y of
one thousand nine hundred and fo r the pay­
m ent of fo r debt (or damages) and
for costs upon which judgm ent (or order), and the 
subsequent process issued thereon, the sum of
is now  due: Y o u  are therefore hereby summoned to  appear personally 
in this C o u rt, a t on the d a y of
one thousand nine hundred and a t
o’clock noon, to  be examined b y  the C o u rt touching yo u r
estate and effects, and the circumstances under which yo u  contracted 
the said debt (or incurred the said damages), and as to  the means and 
expectation yo u  then had, and as to  the means yo u  still ha ve , of dis­
charging the said debt (or damages) and as to  the disposal yo u  m a y  have 
made o f a n y property. A n d  take notice th a t if  you disobey this 
summons the C o u rt m a y com m it you to  prison.
The Resident Magistrates Law, 1927. 125[N o . 39.]
G iv e n  under the hand of the C le rk of the C o u rt, and sealed w ith 
the common seal o f the C o u rt a t the da y of
one thousand nine hundred and
E .  F .
C le rk of the Resident M agistrate’s C o u rt of the parish
of
S C H E D U L E  E .
Forms of Procedure.
Criminal.
I n  all cases triable in P e t t y  Session, and in  cases n o t so triable in 
which the forms given in  the A c ts 13 V ic to ria , c 24 and c 35 are applic­
able, and where no fo rm  is given in the Schedule to  this L a w , the 
form s given in the said A c ts , or either of them  applicable to  an y pro­
ceeding in  a Resident M a g istra te ’s C o u rt shall be used, or forms to  
the like effect.
Commencement of Indictment.
T h e  K I N G  vs . A .  B .
I n  the R esident M a g istra te ’s C o u r t fo r the parish of
I t  is hereby charged on behalf o f O u r  Sovereign L o r d  the K i n g 
A .  B .  is charged w ith  the following offence:—
Proceed as directed and in accordance w ith  the Indictm ents 
L a w  19 2 1, ( L a w  18 of 1921) which applies to  the Resident 
M agistrates’  C o u rts.
M inutes of Procedure.
( T o  be w ritte n  in  or on the folding o f the In d ictm e n t.)
B e fo re : (N a m e  o f Resident M agistrate) Es q u ire , Resident M a gistra te . 
A rra ig n e d : (D a te  on which called upon to  plead)
P le a :
T r ie d : (if there be an adjournm ent so state)
Ju d g m e n t: (if the case is transferred to  a n y  other C o u rt or is terminated 
otherwise than b y  a  judgm ent o f g u ilty  or n o t g u ilty , the 
fa ct should be so stated).
Sentence:
Signature of Resident M agistrate.
T h e  names of the witnesses fo r the prosecution and defence (if an y) 
respectively, shall also be w ritte n  in or on the folding of the Indictm ent.
Section 290.
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Certificate of D ismissal.
(N a m e  of the parish.)
T o  w it / 1 , Resident Magistrate
\ of the parish of
certify, th a t on the day of in the
year o f our L o r d  a t in the said
parish, J .S . having been charged before me for th a t he the said J .S . 
(Stating the offence charged and the time and place when and where 
alleged to  be committed) I  have adjudicated, and found the said 
J .S . not guilty thereof.
G iv e n  under m y  hand this day of at
in the parish aforesaid.
E . F .
Evidence.
N . B .  Th is will be taken down on his notes b y the Resident Magistrate, 
and the same, or a copy thereof, shall accompany the case on appeal, 
b u t need n o t be set out on the record.
Commitment.
In  the Resident M agistrate’ s C o m t for the parish of 
holden a t on the day of
one thousand nine hundred and
T h e  K I N G  against for
tried day of one thousand nine hundred
and
Verdict—G u ilty .
Sentence—T h a t he the said for his said offence
be and stand committed to  the (name of prison) there to be imprisoned 
and kept a t hard labour for the space of
Signature of Clerk.
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Num ber and Ye a r. T itle .
Section 309.
Extent 
of Repeal.
La w  28 of 1904 
Law  35 of 1908 
Law  13 of 1910 
La w  25 of 1914 
L a w  12 of 1920 
La w  11 of 1924
T h e  Resident Magistrates L a w , Th e  whole La w
1904.
T h e  Resident Magistrates L a w  “  “
1904, Am endm ent L a w  1908.
T h e  Resident Magistrates Am end- “  “
ment L a w , 1910.
T h e  Resident Magistrates Am end- “  “
ment L a w , 1914.
T h e  Resident Magistrates A m e n d - “ “
ment L a w , 1920.
T h e  Resident Magistrates L a w ,
1904, Am endm ent L a w  1924. “  “
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